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God Does Not Show Favoritism

& Good News of peacefor every nation (vv.34-36)
& Goodness and healing through Immanuel (vv.37-38)

In the name of Jesus, God’s anointed good pleada&s,fellow reflectors of His light:

Some things we're so used to that we don’t thinkualihem much any more. The awesome
miracle of a sunrise doesn’t impress you much if §ree in a desert. Imagine if the sun went dankdo
few days...not knowing if / when it would shine agaiWwhat terror some environmentalists are putting
on people who don’t know the promise of our Cre&aloah: “As long as the earth endures, seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, dayd night will never cease.{Genesis 8:22 NIV84)
The first sunrise after days of darkness would lexezyone in the streets celebrating sunshine!

Likewise in your faith life. One simple truth epeal God’'s people like lead disciple Peter.
You're so used to this youd wonder, “What's the bieal?” Yet without this simple truth, you and |
would not be allowed here at all. Let’s discover sermon theme together and find comfort and hope.

& Good News of peacefor every nation (vv.34-36)

This simple truth we just celebrated again at @Gmas. On Christmas Eve it was out in the fields
of Bethlehem as angels announced the birth of Godls Son to lowly shepherds. Jesus’ virgin mother
was not a princess or His stepfather even a gowvarmhwificial. The Wisemen? We don’t even know
their names or exactly where they came from. Jdsuslve disciples...us today — no one important.

Yet Peter and his fellow Jews were missing the tpmpeated for centuries by their prophets.
Isaiah in our Old Testament reading spokécofistlands” waiting eagerly;'nations” enlightened, blind
eyes opened, prisoners set frgmiah 42:1-7 EHY) And what is thigjust verdict” to be announced ttthe
nations™? God’s patience with Peter makes me so gratefubbd’s patience with me!

Ethnic Jews used Moses’ law like a border wall épasate everyone else known as “Gentiles.”
Centuries of hardened rules isolated ‘thations.” A few years ago an Israeli women scowled at us
about going to Bethlehem. Palestinian territorythplace of an imposter as far as she was conderne
Millions are still right there with Peter, totaltpnfused by this simple truth. What is God’s violl us?

Imagine you haven't eaten anything today, andngsrly dinner time at noon. You catch great
aroma wafting from the kitchen as you fall into @ef trance. A large sheet let down from heaven is
gross with disgusting reptiles. A voice sd¥§]l and eat!” Never! But the voice say8Vhat God has
cleansed, you stop calling unclean.Not once or twice, but three times! Disturbegle in thought, the
Holy Spirit tells you some Gentiles just arrivetDon’t hesitate to go with them, because | have sen
them.” “Righteous...God-fearing...highly respected biye whole Jewish nation...- that's how your
visitors describe Cornelius, the Roman centuriod @dd to send for you. Shocking as a war zone.

Strangely, Peter needs help from a Gentile offafathe invading army to get this sermon. This
theme goes back to the beginning, down throughcémturies of Jewish prophets like Isaiah. Peter’s
Jewish culture forbids his visit to Cornelius’ ham&hen Cornelius tells how God heard his prayes a
commanded this‘So | sent for you immediately, and it was goodyaju to come. Now then, we are all
here in the presence of God to listen to everyththgt the Lord has instructed you to say10:33)

! EHV ~ Evangelical Heritage Versiothttp://wartburgproject.org) © 2019. NPH: 800266022; also Amazon-Kindle.



Can you sense sunrise on Peter's mind and heat?y@ feel these warm words passing Peter’s
lips for the very first time? An epiphany for Epgny: “Now | really am beginning to understand that
God does not show favoritism, but in every nati@anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him.” Such simple, profound truth was there all alonghm Jewish prophets. Gddent
his word to the people of Israel, proclaiming thead news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord
of all.” Literally, God’s Word wagvangelizing peace telling the wonder of God’s forgiveness, not just
for Jews, but for us Gentiles too! When this dawnsyou — God’s deep, eternal love for Jesus’ sake —
your heart lights up witpeacethat surpasses not just human understanding |lunderstanding. Your
heart swells with God’s joy ibood News of peace for every nation. That's why distantoastlanddike
America and Africa wait to listen and learn Godisripus instruction. Gracious forgiveness, inotusas
God’s people, blind eyes see prisoners of guilirge in the sunshine! We all inherit this pricelgsft:

X Goodness and healing through Immanuel (vv.37-38)

Cornelius must have been nodding precious memaséd®eter spokéYou know what happened
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the pism that John preached. God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the holy Sprit and with power. He mteround doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the Devil, because God was with hide’sus received the same Holy Spirit in His baptis
as we do. In His State of Humiliation on eartlsu¥eneeded the Holy Spirit and power poured on tdim
do thegood workingthat freed people from the oppressive guilt whiwh liar from hell dumps on souls.
After tempting us with sinful pleasure, Satan tontseus with guilt. What looks so harmless, asi “
one will be hurt,” ends up killing you and hurtitigpse you love. Worst of all, sin angers God.

That's where théjust verdict” would crush us all.God Does Not Show Favoritism. His moral
law demands infinite love for God and our neighbddo matter how convinced some are that their
lifestyle is good and natural, if God’s Word condenit, it's damning, disastrous, destructive. Aadr
God is a consuming fire.[Hebrews 12:29)Who could ever love a God like that — unless...?

What if God’s own Son willingly put Himself undero@'s wrath to pay the penalty for all our
perversion — including prejudice, bigotry, cultubahs, selfish, sinful pleasure? What if God madgft
of our guilt by giving us His righteousness, hotiseabsolute satisfaction of all His demands -yéar,
for me, for all? Wouldn't that be the greatest sgwu’d ever heard? Peter heard it on the Galidane
as Jesus forgive and reinstated him. Now Peteeasing this is good for Gentiles too. He will baw
answer for visiting Cornelius, but his fellow Jetck in Jerusalem need the theme of this sermon as
well: God Does Not Show Favoritism. He givesGoodness and healing through Immanuel. As God
was with Jesus, so Jesusl asnanuel is “God with us,” freeing our oppressed souls. Jemg Gentiles
are adopted into God'’s family through baptism. Ymlong to God. He put His name on you. God’s
“sun of righteousness’(Malachi 4:2)scatters darkness with tHjsist verdict”: Not guilty! for Jesus’ sake.

There’s a Christian family from the Netherlandsttkept a strange souvenir for generations. A
newlywed pastor once picked it out of the ashesrevtiee only son of his widow-bride had been burned.
The Roman Catholic Inquisition was having troublthwProtestant martyrs. They would not break under
torture. As they burned in the fire, they keptgmiging about Christ-crucified and risen, the Sawiaall.

So the authorities invented a “tongue screw” claha left just the tip of the tongue exposed. A het
iron would make the tongue swell to keep the clampace until all life was gone from the body.

Can you hear how loudly this sermon was preachédanfamily by that souvenir? Can you hear
the Epiphany question for us: What's got your wefy) God’s kindness in Christ is still our consolat
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me ambw my anxious thoughts. See if there is any
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way eveitgg” (Psalm 139:23f NIv84) Shine your light, O
Lorb! God of grace and goodness for Jesus’ sake. Amen
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