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Christmas Is For Telling

% active goodnesgyv.7)
X compassionate Savior(vv.8,9)

In the name of Jesus, God’s greatest, most miglagdaf, dear Christmas witnesses:

Some things are really easy to talk about. Chidvath their favorite toys. A beautiful
engagement ring. Even the strong silent typeopén up about sports, tools and big boy toys.

Why not Christmas? Is it fear of looking strangéke shepherds coming into town from the
fields? Is it taking Christmas for granted — lixewerful rulers and preoccupied religious leadels?t
the foolish assumption that Christmas might jusfdyechurch and not for real life — like sophistea
celebrities today? So often we’re deterred anttalited from the fact thaZhristmas Is For Telling.
Once again we come to God for forgiveness and gmaskare with others God'’s ...

& active goodnesgyv.7)

“I will tell about the LORD's mercies, about the praises of theokp....” (EHV") “Whenever
Scripture talks about praising God publicly, it'sxtremely dangerous. This is because announcing his
praise is nothing other than opposing the devé, world, our own corrupt nature, and everythind.evi
For how can you praise God without first declaringt the world is guilty and condemned? Anyone who
condemns the world is asking to be hated and purtselif in a very dangerous situatioR.”

It certainly was dangerous for Jesus right fromdfaet. Because of Him the family had to flee to
Egypt to escape the swords of Herod's soldiers Jesus would have died with all the baby boys of
Bethlehem. And yet, even as a baby Jesus wag Itk holy life of perfect obedience in order tedit
His righteousness to us by faith. Jesus’ whoke Whsactive goodnessn our place and for our sake.
That's why Isaiah shouts with joyl will tell about the LORD's mercies, about the praises of the@kb,
about all that the lorD has done for us, about his great goodness to tlmeide of Israel, which he
performed for them according to his abundant compas) and according to his great mercy.”

Just a few chapters earlier Isaiah confessed hisreed for God’'s mercy.Our rebellious deeds
are many before you, and our sins testify against uOur...guilty deeds, we are aware of themHe
admits God is right when He sayh,is your guilt that has separated you from yougod, and your sins
have hidden God’s face from you, so that he does$ Imear.” Our angry words, dark thoughts, selfish
attitudes all give God every reason to condemrousever ending torment. Inste&dod so loved the
world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whee believes in him shall not perish, but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16) But is all this forgiving grace and mercy meamtreal life?

Kindhearted Monica knewhristmas Is For Telling. Her friends asked why her pagan husband
treated her so well. Remember how honestly sheenesl? She paraphrased 1 Peter 3:1-6 about how a
God-fearing,‘'submissive”wife could win her unbelieving husband to Christheut words, but with the
beauty of hefgentle and quiet spirit.” [When my husband] scolds, | pray; is he angry, didvhim, or
return kind words; in this way | have not only plawn his anger, but | have also brought him so tzeif
he is converted and has become a ChristidNercy triumphs over judgment.’(James 2:13)
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Wonderful for her husband, but the power of Chragtnhas healed many broken hearts and
families too. Boys and girls by faith are adopieid God's family with the full rights of sons. sles was
“born under the law, in order to redeem those undire law” of God. Every day Jesus lived in perfect
obedience in order to give us credit before Goesud suffered God’s wrath in our place to bringnts
God’'s family as equal heirs of His eternal inherita. Christmas Is For Telling Christ’s active
goodnesghat shows in our own lives of mercy in hopestaring this greatest gift with othersWhen
the unbelievers judge and condemn you, treat yooeuncifully and rob you, you will be merciful to the
and not avenge yourselves, but give and forgive lmsides help, love and bless them, and spedieite
things of them before God and the world; that they also observe by your good conduct that you are
pious and blameless people, who do not only sefféy but also return good for evil. By this youlwi
obtain a good name among the heather?.afd honor God our Father too for our...

£ compassionate Savior(vv.8,9)

Don't confuse compassion with weakness. @ampassionate Saviowas so determined to save
us from sin, death and hell that His z@ahiah 9:7; 59:17)carried Him all the way to the cross. His
determined compassion powers our own in ways tilahet give up. While there’s life, there’s hope.

Monica had so much more praying to do for the othan in her life. Her son was disobedient,
wild, lazy in spite of severe discipline. He lovegorts, pranks and teenage sins. His own father was
embarrassed by him around town. Brilliant, he naoteea college town — more fun, a son, and a cult.

Monica kept praying for years, moving closer to ken, begging him not to go to the capital
where wickedness was even more open. He trickebdyhkeaving while she was in church. Monica took
a later boat and intercepted him. They traveleMitan where she persuaded him to listen to a famous
preacher. Ambrose’s razor-sharp sermons beganngtnagée his stubborn pride. The pastor told hér no
to worry: “It isn't possible for the son of suclapers to be lost.”

Finally in a friend's garden he heard a child siggi‘Take up and read!” He opened the Bible near
him and read from Romans 18on't go to wild parties or get drunk or be vulgarindecent.... Let the
Lord Jesus Christ be as near to you as the cloyloeswear “No further would | read, nor did | need; for
instantly, as the sentence ended — by a light,\asrie, of serenity which infused my heart — a#l loom
of doubt vanished away.” Easter, April 24, 387gAstine and his son Adeodatus were baptized by
Ambrose as Monica watched. Her lifetime of prayas answered; a church father was born.

Our Champion Redeemer‘familiar with suffering” (Isaiah 53:3)too. Jesus i&he Angel of his
Presence,”"who saved God’s people and redeemed thé&re took them up and carried them all the
days of old.” He make<Christmas...For Telling in whatever way you can. To shy? Then write tike
son of a Slovak Lutheran pastor. Pastor Jarosigda/ivrote his first hymn at age 49, 200 more fot 6
hymnals by his death at 89We just san@hristmas...telling “Where Shepherds Lately Knelgws4)

The son and brother of famous pastors, Charles@¥eskeded to hear how God’s Son came to
redeem us. He “went to America to convert the dndj but, oh,” he cried, “who will convert me?”
Teaching English to Moravian Peter Bohler, Chahnkeard Martin Luther’s introduction to Galatianshe t
pristine Gospel for the first time. “I felt my heastrangely warmed,” he later wrote. “l now found
myself at peace with God, and rejoice in hope ofrlg Christ.”® Charles Wesley overflowed with
Christmas, Telling the love of Christ in nearly 9,000 hym¢isark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “Jesus, Lover of
My Soul,” Love Divine, All Loves Excelling}- including today’s final hymn, “Oh, for a Thousahdngues to
Sing.” “O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare yopraise.” (Psalm 51:15 NIV84)Amen.
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