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Live Free!

¢ In faithfulness (w.31,32)
# in knowledge (vv.33-34a)
 in forgiveness (v.34b)

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose truth setseas dlear fellow heirs of the Reformation:

Family is at the heart and core of the Reformatiéior centuries the Medieval Church of Rome
taught that the best way to be holy in God'’s sigas to forsake family ties for the seclusion ofaster
as a monk or nun. Deserting the real world wasniged as a way to be free from guilt and sin. &lot
single soul was cleansed by trying to be a goodguenr buying merits from the Church. Tender
consciences know why Martin Luther wrote, “Yea, ml@ad deeper still | fell. Life had become a lyin
hell. So nearly sin possessed me.” Luther’s fattees indignant to hear of Martin selling his laaoks
to enter the Augustinian Order of poverty. “Who Iwdhre for your mother and me?” Hans Luther
demanded. Years later, Martin would see his siiatthe 4 Commandment. God wants us to repay our
parents’ loving care from youth by caring for theuith honor in old age. What is the price of frestfo

¥ in faithfulness (w.31,32)

God wanted his family thive Free! He created us male and female, established rgarimathe
Garden of Eden as the intimate union of one mancsedwoman for life. But by listening to the faynil
destroyer instead of the family Creator, they madatal error. Imagine if one of you children fstirry
for your gold fish. So you poured out the tanktla yard to let him go free. That’s not freedomit?
That's death. Freedom comes from living God’'s waysad’s family. Live Free! — in faithfulness

Family was so much on God’s mind through the Oldtament that He considered their idolatry
as spiritual adultery. When Israel worshiped otpauls besides thedrD, He said they were worse than
prostitutes. And there they were at Mount Sinarshiping the golden calf. The hurt of unfaithfudse
stabbed God’s heart as in broken marriage, brokendships, rejection — it all hurts.

If you've’ ever hit rock bottom in a relationshiyggu can really appreciate how powerful God’s
love is when He gives this solution to our unfaithéss: Yes, the days are coming, declares therb,
when | will make a new covenant with the house sfdel and with the house of Judah. It will not be
like the covenant | made with their fathers, whertdok them by the hand and led them out of the land
of Egypt. They broke, that covenant of mine, altlgh | was a husband to them,” declares thekb.

Why not just walk away from them? Why not crumbgethat evil nation and start over? We ask
such questions without realizing how our own siasys there with faithless Israel. How often danit
possessions or relationships try to crowd God dwiuo hearts? That's spiritual adultery too. Hoften
don’t we fail to give the love and respect we swasfore God’s altar “until death parts us.” Refgsto
abandon His family, God promisesi@w covenanfor us toLive Free! in faithfulnessand...

? in knowledge (vv.33-34a)

But this is the covenant | will make with the housé Israel after those days, declares therb.
I will put my law in their minds, and | will writeit on their hearts. | will be their God, and thewyill be
my people. No longer will each one teach his néigh, or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know
the LORD,” because they will all know me, from the leasttbiem to the greatest, declares therb....

Knowing the lorRD means you know God'’s tender heart. If you weesdrd to be baptized as a



baby according to God’s command, you've known Jemuigour best and truest friend from earliest
memories. And Jesus promisé#.you remain in my word, you are really my disdgs. You will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.(John 8:31f EHV)

Teaching our children God’s Word is vital as therb told His Israelites under MosesThese
commandments that | give you today are to be uponryhearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walkng the road, when you lie down and when you
get up.” (Deuteronomy 6:6f NIV84)Driving to and from school can be the greatesgaténment for parents
to learn little concerns and to share Goklewledgethat sets is free from so many heartaches in life.
Time away from tiny screens gives little hearts Gdolve. Love was at the heart of the Luther home.

When Martin married Katherine von Bora, it was agtithe advice of his fellow professor
Melanchthon. Other advice convinced Luther thétirgg married “would please his father, rile theppp
cause the angels to laugh, and the devils to weepther had helped Katherine and eleven fellowsnun
to escape their convent in empty fish barrels.tri¢gl to find her a husband, but she wanted ontyphéu
after their marriage, June 13, 1525, Luther wraiw e loved waking up to her pigtails on the pillow
He admired her intellect, calling her “Doctora Letim.” She helped instruct their six children ind3
Word and must have taught many others too as sk their home, a former monastery, as a boarding
house for students. Luther trusted her far beyoondt women in those days, with family finances, his
publishers, their household and brewing his béether preferred wine; Katherine knew beer woultphe
his gallstones. She suffered deeply when Luthed.diShe was critically injured in a wagon accidext
years later' But they had taught their children: “The Lordd3e with you wherever you go.”

Guarding God’knowledgehelped Luther arrange a prayer service in 1541slipuinvaders had
conquered Budapest, Hungary, and were soon to Ilieeagjates of Vienna. Apparently, Luther also
composed the children’s hymn which is still onettwgir favorites. From youth to old age we sing our
fervent prayer tdive Free! in knowledge “Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word.” Nawe Free! ...

¥ in forgiveness (v.34b)

“I will forgive their guilt, and | will remember tteir sins no more.” Some people grow up with
parents who do not love them enough to teach thatrthey are sinners. Sinful pride feeds on tlgasu
of humanistic “self-esteem,” eating holes in thailsof a child. No matter how much parents or
psychologists try to deny it, guilt remains. Buid3® new covenant is the only cure in Christ alobre
Free! in forgiveness God speaks:| will forgive their guilt, and | will remember treir sins no more.”

So we train our children by modeling God’s forgieea each time we gather at the Lord’s Table
for Holy Communion. The blood of Christ washes pw&ay sin that divides us. Luther was so concerned
about souls having God’s comfort that he did naibgiving both bread and wine, the body and blobd
our Lord, until God’s people were instructed in Bed’'s Word. He modeled Christian freedom by
instructing first and then making the change. Imi€tan freedom we have long used individual cujif w
the understanding that when members requestedtheon cup, we could provide it. The chalice does
picture beautifully the unity of faitm forgivenesswhich unites us in Holy Communion.

And yet we also want tbive Free! in forgivenessas we come away from Lord’s Table. Christ’s
body and blood can do great damage if we do net tiaé&m worthily. That means despairing of our own
righteousness and trusting only in Jesus. Butese dreat damage too if we fail to change, to groaur
love and faithfulness as God’s family together. d@alopted us in baptism and loves us in spite of ou
faults all through life until His heavenly banqudtove. On the way together as God’s family in chur
God wants us to show that same kind of Christlieeelof a healthy family. He wants us to love each
other in spite of faults. ThedrD wants us to meet rejection and hurt feelings aslidevhen He made
His new covenant of pure grace. Brothers andrsidteve Free! in forgivenesdike Jesus. Amen.
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