S#1771
Ephesians 2:8-10 CW379
November 2, 2019 — Memorial Service: Donald L.I@hiSr. Pastor Mark A. Cordes

Celebrate God’s Gift of Grace

T to us (w.8,9)
T through us (v.10)

In the name of Jesus, dear loved ones of Don Clekfsecially you, dear Alberta and Don, Jr.:

Our Christian brother was constantly preparing tiwo things in his life: 1) To take Holy
Communion while trusting only in Jesus’ righteouss)e2) To go home to heaven with Jesus. Over the
years he graced my file with many notes like thé$gear Pastor Cordes, I'm trusting solgguly) in the
merits of Jesus Christ for my salvation. P.S. i&ady for whatever the Lord has planned for mevart
to go home.”(7/9/2005) “Dear Pastor Cordes, | recently attended a furara Korean Veteran. He was
called a hero to family and friends. Tlhisferring to himselfKorean Veteran is not a hero! I'd like to be
remembered as a sinner, Christian man, who loved.drid. A man who knew he was redeemed by the
grace of almighty God through faith in Christ Jesmy Lord and Savior. In His Holy Name, Don.”
(8/27/12005) “Dear Pastor Cordes, My friends are sick and glyidvhen the Lord calls me home, please use
the following text at my funeral. Thanks, Dox11/11/2007)

Over the years Don gave me at least three Bibks fex his funeral sermon. They are included as
Scripture Lessons today. We will focus on thet fise he requested “In the one true God,” May 1994.
Along with the fact that Don did not consider hitfigehero, you'll see why he wanted no eulogiesuabo
himself. Don often echoed the Lord’s Apostle PdlMtay | never boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been cified to me, and | to the world.(Galatians 6:14
NIvV84) Don wanted us today t©elebrate God's Gift of Grace Yes, God’s amazing grace today...

T to us (w.8,9)

In his teen years Don says he decided he “no longeded God and walked away from His
church.” By age 19, Don was in Korea as what Isedleed to me as a macho young soldier. He refused
to join his fellow GI's in Christian worship. Ihose days that meant “KP duty.” Don was up to his
elbows in potato peels when the Chaplain came giradfering a New Testament and Psalms. “l don't
need that!” 19-year-old Don retorted. “When yot ge to the front, soldier, you'll need this,” arened
the equally stubborn Chaplain as he shoved the hitiok into Don’s pocket.

Artillery exploding over your head has a way of tslang the pride of any human heart. God
purposely shattered Don’s self-made peace in Kofeambling, he opened the little book of God’s \Wor
and comfort, God’s love letter to the lost. Doaiges fell on these wordsYea, though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear mwil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod and Thy staffhey
comfort me.” The enemy missed Don with explosive shells. Goened up his heart and soul with
Psalm 23. He cried from the inside out: “Godatiyget me out of this hell, I will find out who yaue.”

“By the grace of God my life was sparedthdeed, it is by grace you have been saved, throug
faith — and this is not from yourselves, it is thggft of God — not by works, so that no one can bbas
(EHVY) But God was not finished just saving Don physjcai Korea. God the Holy Spirit kept working
to save Don’s soul back in America too. Many Glgore to God like Don. Many got back home and
forgot. But Don was blessed with some stubboroiyrig Christian friends who were also personally
amazed by God’s grace to them. They invited DoRdstor Drews’ Adult Information Class. “It was
there through a study of God’s Word, and by thegoeé God, the Holy Spirit, that | repented of niryss
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and received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior §ia and Lord of my life. Only through faith in
Christ will one find peace, joy, and eternal lif&hare the Good News with some lost soul today. A
grateful Christian — To the glory of God alone.”

Some folks stubbornly criticize God for all the feming in the world. Maybe you too can relate to
Don’s stubborn unbelief in his early years. Mayloel are a stubborn skeptic like me. In one way or
another we all prove God’s Holy Spirit true throughiah in our first LessonWe all have gone astray
like sheep. Each of us has turned to his own whayt the LORD has charged all our guilt to him.”

Don found comfort in those words from Psalm ‘23)y rod and thy staff they comfort me."One
shepherd explained that th&ff is the long walking stick with the hook for liftidgtle lambs out of tight
crevices. But theod is for discipling stubborn sheep. A skillful sheptht can send hisod whistling
through the air to stop the fighting and wanderidhd one shepherd even broke the leg of a sheep wh
kept wandering away because that sheep was saf@nlj at his shepherd’s side.

Don’s Good Shepherd continued by grace alone teepve and strengthen Don’s faith. He used
Don’s dreaded flashbacks of PTSD to keep Don limpihhis Shepherd’s side. We all try to lean on ou
own good works if not for salvation, at least foaking some contribution to our faith as a decison
better character or whatever. God uses whistlitigeay and other dreadful disciplines on thoselb\es
to bring us and keep us near to Him. Don’s noteorarticle by a retired judge, another Korean War
Veteran, says it so well, “Dear Pastor Mark, Thevabis nothing compared to what Jesus went through.
But for sinners like me, it was hell. In ChristpiChilds, Sr.” When God saves us by grace alowge a
gives us the gift of faith to believe it, He stlnts us to remember what He saved us from — anitgte
of conscious, unending torment. That’'s why it dbstblood of God’s own Son. Jesus volunteeraties
only Savior who could wash us clean from all guilbon and countless souls have already passed
“through the valley of the shadow of deathénd“are coming out of the great tribulation”(Revelation
7:13 EHV). With them weCelebrate God’s Gift of Grace —to usand, praise God, also...

T through us (v.10)

For many years Don’s fellow members at South SHoieity were blessed by God’s grace
through him as a Sunday School teacher, visitigEImost any position that would bring God’s layin
kindness and tender mercy to more people. Donesdamiost of all to keep hearing God’s holy Word in
all its truth and purity. That first love neveftl@im. Christ in grace was shining through hirfi.you
trust in Jesus as your personal Savior, then yawkihis grace too:*For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which Gotepared in advance so that we would walk in
them.” You learn more and more tHate walk by faith, not by sight.(2 Corinthians 5:7)

One of our cherished family memories comes to miltdvas the blazing hot summer of 1995. |
was headed to summer school and thinking about ifey@indy, our little ones and her day care without
air conditioning. | had just decided to cover tust myself in the church’s parsonage when Doredall
me. “Pastor, I've been thinking about Cindy ane ¢thildren in the heat without air conditioningwént
you to get it installed, and if the church won'ydar it, | will.” Later the congregation did covéhe cost
of what they considered a repair. Bbbd’s Gift of Grace was shininghrough Don who was always
thinking of others, especially pastors who sharéith Wwim God’s Word of grace. Any summer since,
when our AC goes on, we say, “Thank God for Dond3il Grace — through ug

The last few times we saw him on this side of glGgd’s Gift of Grace was shininghrough.
His last Monday evening on earth | didn’t know wlt@aexpect after Alberta and Don, Jr., had mineder
to him all day with God’s Word and prayer. Walkimgo his room, | saw Don turn and say very clearly
“Hi, Pastor!” Confusion set in, but peace returadeér an hour of hearing Penitential Psa{as2, 38, 51,
102, 130, 143)and Psalms of Ascent20-134) Don had witnessed long ago to a fellow secusioyker
named Alberta. God gave Don and Alberta 22 yeagsther as husband and wife. How sweet his last
words as she laid her head on his chest, “I loug ydberta.” We love you too, Don. Weelebrate
God’s Gift of Grace — to us andthrough us — all the more because God gave you to us. Qradsod
in Christ alone, thank you for this “grateful Chigs.” Let us live “To the glory of God alone.” nden.
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