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Lord, Teach Us To Pray
Confidently 4 Persistently4 Compassionately

In the name of thedRrD our compassionate and gracious God, dear felldeemed:

Have you ever talked to friends and family abowtrtiproblems with prayer? Do you have some
of your own? It's hard to imagine anyone not hgvijuestions, especially when you think of God a&s th
Almighty Judge. Who would dare come into His pres® As the prophet Isaiah askédVho of us
can dwell with the consuming fire?{Isaiah 33:14 NIvV84) Godly fear is good when it helps us think about
what we’re saying and not just throw up carelesygns like party balloons.

The good news is that God knows our fears. So ¢&s ehot wait for us, but comes kindly and
mercifully in the person of God’s Son Jesus Chrig¥e ask with Jesus’ disciples in today’s Gospel:
Lord, Teach Us To Pray The Lord’s Prayer is a wonderful model prayéBut this Old Testament
reading from Genesis 18:20-32 about Abraham, “Htleelr of all believers,” is a great reminder th t
LoRrD God has been teaching His people to pray fronvéng beginning. | love the way the Lord teaches
us through the example of father Abraham to pi@gnfidently 4+ Persistently4+ Compassionately

<+ Confidently (vv.20-26)

Many people have this unrealistic idea that theldib a book of myths and legends. Here’s
another reason to correct their foolishness. HEkefifather of all believers”is not presented like some
deity with only one flaw that humans have to fikhese are real people in real time with real tresbl

In all your summer travels try to imagine God calliyou to leave you home completely and go to
somewhere He will show you down the road. By theywyou're already seventy-five years old and
childless. Yet God is promising you descendantstha entire land where you walk — though you don’t
actually ever own more than your burial plot. Syaur faith shows in many ways. Just followingdo
call was a huge fruit of faith. Abraham’s faith svshining in generosity that allowed his nephew tbot
choose the best land in order to keep their herddnoan fighting over water rights. Abram believit
Lord’s promise of the land and built an altar abkm. (Genesis 13) Abram’s courageous rescue of Lot,
another act of faith, has been documented as theright raid in recorded historyGenesis 14) He
accepted new names for himself and his wife, a$ agethe covenant sign of circumcisiggenesis 17;
Romans 4:11) All this was evidence of faith which theokp planted by grace in Abraham’s heart. The
LoRD credited his faith to him as righteousnésgnesis 15:6; Romans 4:5)

Yet the“father of all believers” (Romans 4:11has also shown himself to be a sinner. Twicadtk |
by saying his wife Sarah was only his sist@enesis 12:10-20; 20:2,5,7,9He thus put his wife and the
promise of the Savior through her in danger. Bdthaham and Sarah laughed at the Lord’s promise of
son in their old age&Genesis 17:17; 18:12They had to wait twenty-five years, but Isaac, vehoname means
Laughter would finally be born to a rejoicing hundred-y@da Abraham and Sarah ninety.

Abraham’s prayer is a powerful encouragement foofilis sinner-saints who still wrestle with
doubt. Prayer honors God with opportunities to sttg/kindness. God wants us to approach His throne
of graceConfidently. God says loving things about Abraham just betaretext. He reveals His plans to
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Likewise, God tell$lissplans about these Last Days and Judgment
Day. His loving kindness to us and to Abraham prenquestions that honor God’s character.24f)
Finally, this: “The Judge of all the earth should do right, shouiét he?” (EHV?)
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<+ Persistently (vw.27-31)

You might think Abraham could stop ‘difty righteous” believers for God to find in the city. But
Abraham has a real sense about what been goingeoa. t His concerns about the wickedness in Sodom
will prove correct. When thedRD's messengers go to rescue Lot and his familyyitea of Sodom try
to sexually assault them. Violent perversion wgmg out to God in heaven. It had to be answered.

So Abraham proceeds to pray, counting down ffdty...forty-five...thirty...twenty — that's all
the righteous people theokD would need to find, looking for them in order #ve the city. Since there
is no righteousness apart from God awithout faith it is impossible to please GodHebrews 11:6)this
should have covered the city with God’s grace amdiegtion to spare them utter destruction from abov

Do you ever feel as if you're asking God too muchBout too many tiny things? Maybe afraid
you're not trusting God because you keep asking,dowbts creep in? Someone you love is in the
hospital. So you fall asleep praying, wake up tyeninutes later, then fall asleep praying agaily@s
try to put this in the Lord’s hands and trust Himit wrong to fall asleep while you're praying?

” o

“Pray without ceasing,” “...without letting up,”the Lord says through Pal Thessalonians 5:17)
If you do that, how can you not fall asleep whitayping? You're always praying! Prayer has bedleda
“the attitude of faith.” It keep&asking...seeking...knocking...”(Luke 11:9f)like Abraham as long as the
problem remainsPersistentlypraying for help honors God because He |dveslo infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine.{Ephesians 3:20 EHV)He’s not bothered by you. He’s honored by yaayprs.

God reveals how He feels about His children. Ehare a small child fall asleep in your arms,
your own or a grandchild? Such loving innocencemgayour heart like nothing else. God our Father
feels the same waysaiah 49:15fwhen we totally rest in His goodness and gracprhyingPersistently

+ Compassionatelyv.32)

This last one may be the hardest of all becaustemeto be so self-righteous even as Christians.
Remember how angry Jonah was that tlo®h kindly spared the cruel enemy capital of Nineveh?
Gospel success, but angry preacher? Disciple énotBhames and John, Jesus nicknamed “Sons of
Thunder” because they wanted to call down fire flo@maven on a Samaritan village. Anyone out there
really anger you for their violence and perversiomey talk “tolerance” but hate Christians whodov
people and live according to God’s Ten Commandmentsyou ever feel they maybe deserve the fate of
the sodomizers in that ancient city? As far askwew it's still buried beneath the waters of theaDe
Sea, the lowest spot on earth, over 1300’ belowesed. Quite the monument for rebellion againetdG

Yet Abraham did not condemn them for what they desk He prayed for all, not even
mentioning his nephew Lot. Humblgompassionately “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but | will
speak just once more. What if ten are found théetefde said, “I will not destroy it for the sake dfen.”
God-pleasing prayer is sweetened with Christ-likenpassion! Sin is not excused; it's confessed and
forgiven. Our sin too is covered by the grace eredcy of God who would rather save than destroy.

Proof? Abraham received far more than he askeok aNvord about Lot and his family, yet the
LORD tried to rescue Lot's sons-in-law too, but thet jasighed. Lot lagged, so the two rescuers finally
took him, his wife and their two daughters by tlamdh and led them out of harm’s way. Then Gods fir
and brimstone fell in judgment on the whole ar&&od cannot be mocked. (Galatians 6:7)

PrayCompassionately means more than just our own needs. How can wer gastors, teachers
of God’s Word — so needy in their personal andgssibnal lives? Folks threatened by crime, tesnoyi
danger traveling on land, sea and air — what attmrmh? How can we pray mo@ompassionately for
our country, our president and all leaders — as éwmdmands whether we like them or not? Together in
worship with the Prayer of the Church we addressmneds of others. Like children to their father we
boldly press the Lord to live up to the meaningdaf Name: Lord, Teach Us To Pray!Amen.
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