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Reap a Harvest of Peace

¢ Sowing to pleasethe Spirit (vv.1-8)
¢ Boasting in Christ alone (vv. 7-10, 14-16)

In the name of God’s Son our Savior, dearly loveGod:

Have you noticed how the Hollywood barrage on heasantinues today? Since the birth of the
silver screen, movies and TV series keep tryingete@al what's on the other side. Lately it's twagals,
supposedly one from heaven, one from hell, teamipgo save the world from some worse enemy.
Underneath is the premise that people are basigaltyl enough to overcome all adversity to make the
world a better place. NowWhat-iftype series exploresWhat ifyou were getting text messages from
God?” In all of these the goal of a better lifeilcbloosely be called, “peace.”

And yet, when the dear Holy Spirit reminds you @d® Word in hymns and spiritual songs, it's
like text messages from God. We have a Book ofkBdmimming over with letters from God. Why
don’t people get excited about the Bible? Checktbe first verses of our text. God is an artistow
begins His masterpiece with dark colors. Novidks Us can’t see past the dark lines and shadows to
imagine the beautiful sunrise yet to be. But lotdsely and realize God’s beautiful portrait is yown
personal life. God’s masterpiece of you? How alblois? Reap a Harvest of Peace.

¢ Sowing to pleasethe Spirit (vv.1-8)

Despite a world of denials, every drama rides omaiabsolutes. Beneath shocking scenes and
frightening twists lies a knowledge of good and @vihe human conscience. What's missing is thal f
scene where all this is headed. We need somearedal the whole picture. God is bringing you emd
the shelter of His grace ®eap a Harvest of Peace in heart and home, congregation and country.

Coming to the end of Paul’s letter to the Galatjaihat problem of selfish work righteousness
gathers storm clouds just before the end. Tryinget God on your side by your own self-chosen good
deeds can drown you in pride as you try to helgmsth It can also blow away the seeds of peaceun y
life leaving you with painful tears and so muchrdaayou can't sleep. Let’s face into the wind tbget

Sadly, sin always hurts someone. Where thouglisis and deeds disagree with God, there is
no such thing as “harmless fun,” or “I didn’t hartyone.” Sin is as attractive to us as peanutbott a
sticky trap for a mouse. Just a little...a little )mo.maybe a little more.... With one paw in the péanu
butter and three stuck on the tragFhere is no peace for the wicked,8ays Isaiah. Then you see
someone’s problem and want to help. Only you get paws stuck without a lick of peanut butter!

“Carefully watching yourself so that you are notsd tempted, keeps Christian love from diving
in too shallow. How often have married coupledesefl from one accusing the other, both committing
the same sin? As if angry words weren’t bad enptigim sins of resentment and bitterness grow like
deep weeds in asphalt. Only God’s Word can kéhthat the root in hearts where sinful pride died.

Bear one another's burdens, and in this way fulfihe law of Christ.>For if someone thinks he
is something when he is nothing, he deceives hirhstlet each person test his own work, and then he
will take pride in regard to himself and not his ighbor. °>For each man will bear his own burden.”

How does that square with verse 2, where it s@8@sar one another’s burdens, and in this way
fulfill the law of Christ”? When we stop comparing ourselves with othersrembze we have plenty of
personal problems to correct in your own hears sinconfess, gratitude to express for God’s kisdne
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forgiving all your sins. Instead of turned-in s&tiness, you enjoy turned out love like Jesus ¢ar. yHis
forgiveness strengthens you to bear your own b,deen help others with theirs. ThaPeacel

When | think back on the kindness of pastors aadhers, fellow called workers today, I'm so
grateful. God’s guidance turns my creeds into deé€tlet the one who is taught the word share all
good things with his teacher.” Giving my offerings generously, like God for nests me free from
crippling greed and materialism. As Jesus say®day’'s Gospel;Whoever listens to you listens to
me.” (Luke 10:16) Nothing beats loyal support of listening eardwieartsSowing to please the Spirit.

“Do not be deceived. God is not mocked. To be swiatever a man sows, he will also reap.
®Indeed, the one who sows for his own sinful flesfilweap destruction from the sinful flesh. But the
one who sows for the spirit will reap eternal lifeom the spirit. Giving firstfruit gifts to God is like
sowing choice seeds in the field of your life. Nt faith in Jesus as our Savior, none of us cantpat
way. Instead we give to get — at least some ratiogror a little extra love from God. But Godnst
like that at all. He gives His very best, His iaHall in the sacrifice of His own Son. He doeg hold
back even a tiny bit of His love from you. His $8ed Sacrament of the Altar keeps growing God’s
Peace as long as you live. Your Baptism keeps bubblipgruliving water for aHarvest from worship
services: “In the Name of the Father, and of tbe, &nd of the Holy Spirit.” And here’s the key:

¢ Boasting in Christ alone (vv. 7-10, 14-16)

%Let us not become weary of doing good, becauséasppointed time we will reap, if we do not
give up.'°So then, as we have opportunity, let us do goodltapeople, and especially to those who
belong to the household of faith.” See the key? Don't give up. You feel weak aeary at the end of
a long day, but remember the David’s pictufé&/eeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing corsen
the morning.” (Psalm 30:5 NIV84) God keeps putting opportunities in front of usk@rcise your spiritual
muscles with the joy of children running and jungpeind having fun because they can. Children know
what happens if you run too fast down a hill. Yean't keep your feet under you. That's how boastin
pride gets us into trouble. Yet there is a kinth@&lthy pride. It's calleBoastingin Christ alone.

“Far be it from me to boast, except in the cross @fir Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
world has been crucified to me and | to the worlfin fact, in Christ Jesus circumcision or
uncircumcision does not matter. What matters is fgia new creation!®Peace and mercy on those
who follow this rule, namely, on the Israel of Gdd.

Remember the composer of that favorite hymn, “WReace Like a River’? Philip Bliss was
traveling by train with his family back from Chnséas vacation to Chicago. About 8:00 pm, December,
29, 1876, a railroad trestle collapsed, plungedegb into the icy river and caught fire. His fayndied
with 100 others. A suitcase sent on another tnachhis last hymn: “I will sing of my Redeemer Amd
wondrous love to me. On the cruel cross he sufférem the curse to set me free.” Bliss was 38.

The hymn’s author Horatio Spafford lost everythinghe Chicago fire. He put his wife and four
daughters on a luxury liner to sail to France u@tiicago rebuilt. He even moved them to a differen
cabin in hopes of better safety. Early morning &uber 22, 1873, the ship collided with an ironisgil
vessel and sank. Nine days later Mrs. Spaffor@dva telegram: “Saved alone.” Their four daughter
were lost. The grieving lawyer sailed to comfdg Wife. Crossing the mid Atlantic, the captaifdthim
they were over the spot where his wife and daugtgank. In his cabin all alone he meditated on'€30d
Word: “It is well; the will of God be done.” Lat&e wrote the hymn based on those wdfds.

Both author and composer illustrate the truth ofi&@romise: “Let us not become weary of
doing good, because at the appointed time we vadp, if we do not give up.”For Jesus’ sake we still
Reap a Harvest of Peace from their work today. Take pride in Christ aldoe you. Amen.
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