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T Trust the eternal Judge. (vv.12-16)
T Be satisfied with His glorious grace.(vw.17-21)

In the name of Jesus, our risen and ascended Sdeknr fellow redeemed:

Graduations, confirmations, weddings — what is hattfloods the minds of parents and
grandparents during these major events? Memofieew quickly we went from caring for infants ...to
teens...to adults! Maybe it's embarrassing when yolks talk about you as a baby, but it really is
amazing, this gift of time, our time of grace, hquickly it flies by. In the middle of challengdsng
days and sleepless nights, it can seem like fore@rddenly, the time is gone and life moves olm. S
what did Jesus really mean saying 2000 years agayigig twice in our text?l Am Coming Soon!”

T Trust the eternal Judge. (vv.12-16)

Try to imagine how time must look to God. If weesthed a rope across the front of church, one
end could represent creation. About a third frdwat tend could mark the Flood, another third thst fir
coming of Christ. The final third is where we’igihg now in the New Testament Era between thé firs
and second, final coming of Christ on Judgment Dagd we are such a tiny part of this last age.

Childhood feels as if it takes forever. Then itlgust want to graduate!”...“l sure wish this baby
would hurry up and be born!”...“Slow down, child, slaown!”...Turn around and they're grown and
gone and maybe grandchildren are coming as Godnstd&Vhile we’re here on this tiny side of lifep&
looks at all from the outside. From His viewpoaverything is in the eternal present.

So why is it taking so long? Becaube eternal Judgehas such a kind and merciful heatDo
not forget this one thing, dear friends: With thedrd a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keagpihis promise, as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, bexeryone to come to repentance’Peter 3:8f NIV84)

What can we expect personally on Judgment Day®@sB&g/s;Look, | am coming soon and my
reward is with me, to repay each one according toavhe has done.” Is that meant to frighten or to
encourage? Answer: “That depends on what you tHawme.” Jesus told His disciplé$yhen you have
done everything you were told to do...say, ‘We aravomnthy servants; we have only done our duty.
(Luke 17:10 NIv84) Even for the apostles any good reward would bve gtace. What about us?

Jesus gives the answer sweet and cl8aam the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the &&a
the Beginning and the End**Blessed are those who wash their robes, so thay timay have the right
to the Tree of Life and so that they may enter thgh the gates into the city."Notice He says...wash
their robes....” That present tense could also‘keep washing their robes.”Once is not enough.

Here’'s the reason why:Outside are the dogs, that is, the sorcerers, thdulterers, the
murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loved anactices falsehood. This feels like we’re sitting
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way too close to the fire. Haversbrcerersbecome popular in our children’s books and videmegs?
Adulterershere includes not only homosexual offenders, bybaa who has sex with someone they're
not married to. Or as Jesus goes further, everydneeever has lustful desirgslatthew 5:28) Adulterers
andmurderersare “people who have lust and hatred in their bédrtldolatersincludes anyone who loves
things more than God — the way we sit in church dagtiream about what we’ll do when it’s finally ove
And who doesn't love a lie now and then, at lebsthelps us out? We lie to ourselves about hoatgwe
are, or at least not as bad as so and so. Theffded’s law hurts on our best days because itsus all as
doomed and damned. Who could help but run awanatisely?

We were hiding with our first parents from God’sattr in Garden until thedrb God came looking
for us, calling us back, promising a Savior. N@sus has come to suffer for every sinful thouglieeling
or attitude of yours and mine. His rising from ttead proclaims the righteous verdictloé eternal Judge
For Jesus’ sake: “God is satisfied with you!” Btis ascension to God's right hand shouts Hisowcbver
our sin, our death, our hell. God longs for evagyto hear this for our comfort and our peace.

“l, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this i@siny for the churches. | am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the bright Morning Star.” Your grandparents may testify about what youvdnn
you were little because they were there watchi®@pd’'s good angels have been watching God’s Son
from eternity, before He was a baby...all the wayit® glorious ascension to rule all things from God’
right hand for the good of His church. Jesusesret as botlthe Root and the Offspring of Davjdhat
great king of Israe{1000 B.C.) Jesus came as promised to suffer and die. @edyppointed His Son to
judge the living and the dead. Can ybwst the eternal Judge? Look at His hands and tell me; they
still bear the marks of the nails where Christ wascified for you. Can you trust His verdict inuro
favor? Look at His side where the soldier’'s sggarced and brought out blood and water — all gbed
wash your sins away with mine and all the worldrsteo! See Him with the eyes of faith who lovesly
so much to come and suffer to free you from guitl ahame.Trust the eternal Judgebecause nothing
and no one can keep Him from coming back as prahiséake you to His home in heaven, forever to...

T Be satisfied with His glorious grace.(vw.17-21)

Do you realize the whole purpose of why we’re diiiVe, the whole purpose of Christiside, His
Church, can be summarized in one word? See ifcgupick it out:*The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come.” And let the one who hears this say, “ComeXhd let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one
who wants the water of life take it as a giftGod wants everyone t©ome!drink this living water which
then wells up inside you like an artesian well degring (John 4:14)grace and goodness for everyone
around you. It quenches yothirsty soul when you're discouraged and refreshes likéingtelse. A
group of college men in the Boundary Waters laughbdn they discovered they forgot to bring water.
“We have plenty of beer!” But after a few days, ytifeund they were constantly thirsty, much like
religions today without Christ. Your soul just deelain, clear, livingvater of lifefrom God above.

Lest we try to improve ohlis glorious grace Jesus says| give this warning to everyone who
hears the words of the prophecy of this book: Ifyane adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in this book'°And if anyone takes away from the words of the bamfkthis prophecy,
God will take away his share in the Tree of Life @m the Holy City, which are written in this boak.

Look once more at the time-life rope. From the grdoks like a tiny dot. That’s all of time in
the sea of eternity. So quickly and comfortindig Bible ends:The one who testifies about these things
says, “Yes, | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord ugls”*The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with
all the saints. What more do we need than His holiness wrappethupis promise connected with
simple water, with bread and wine? He keeps fedidsr flowing to refresh us on our wayBe satisfied
with His glorious grace and your life will overflow with blessings forlayour life that says:Amen.
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