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T Powerful works (vwv.22-26)
T Winningwords (vv.27-30)

In the name of Jesus, our Good Shepherd, dear siiédp pasture:

Years ago before there was a New Life Evangelicghéran Church in Shoreview, Minnesota, a
man contacted me, excited about my open lettéanrega@dommunity. From 1300 home visits and over 400
follow-up interviews on the non-churched, | comgileomments that matched the Holy Scriptures into
what kind of church we hoped to establish. The’mitamily worshiped with another in their own house
church. Shortly into my visit it was clear theyreenot as independent as they thought. Theirtaplri
leader was one of many TV preachers who say tHikgs “God spoke to me,” then give listeners his
opinion as if that were the Word of God. The tamilies did not want to listen to what is writtenthe
Holy Scriptures of the Bible. They believed in tinaing revelation, ignoring:“In the past God spoke
to our forefathers through the prophets at many &% and in various ways, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed loéiall things, and through whom he made the
universe.” (Hebrews 1:1f NIV84) Soon one famous TV preacher was in prison for eailmg from his
hearers. Our best intentions can backfire. THy safe coursefFollow the Good Shepherd. He does...

T Powerful works (vwv.22-26)

Reading from John 10 should excite you more tham ymest movie of all time. This Good
Shepherd Chapter is so encouraging with famouseBibises and the audience. You might think Jesus i
speaking to His disciples; they hear, but they'ot the target audience. Maybe the crowds following
Jesus? Not them either. John 10 was first sptkeesus’ enemies, Jewish religious leaders kn@awvn a
Pharisees. They were so sure of their own riglsieess, they felt no need for a Savior and totally
rejected Jesus as God’s Son from heaven. Such dednal hatred! Later when Jesus did oneisf h
Powerful works by raising His friend Lazarus from the dedthe chief priests made plans to Kkill
Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of tllews were going over to Jesus and putting their
faith in him.” (John 12:10f NIV84) That’s their solution to the Jesus problem: Kakarus again!

You might expect Jesus to blast His enemies sgueilit that would be myth and legend. God
the Holy Spirit wrote the facts in the same waygdgvered up Jesus as the Lord’s Christ in His Baptis
Listen! Jesus spoke some of His kindest wordsisowdrst enemies. Hold on to that when your hisart
fluttering in fear and loaded with guilt. Sincesds was so kind to His enemies, you can anticidéte
welcome for you and me, even when we’re the wdrstrmers. Power ful wor ks of kindness.

In the cold of winter Jesus is walking in the cadecolonnade built by King Solomon. It survived
the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and the&’sofemple in 586 B.C. Three football fields long,
there was plenty of room for crowds and enemidseyTsurrounded” Jesus, demandirigtow long will
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ] ted plainly.” Not listening for three years? The
perfect, most powerful preacher, God’s own Son? sthiul hearts have a hearing problem.



Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not ileeke. The works | am doing in my Father’s
name testify about me&But you do not believe, because you are not my phes | said to you* This
is loaded with amazing detail. Jesus litergligged backn His answer, since He is God’s Son who will
judge the living and the dead on the Last Day. ttesWord of God in human flesh, Jesus kept telling
them the same things over and over agdinf the message they heard did not benefit theracéuse
they were not united in faith with those who didsien.” (Hebrews 4:2) There is no excuse for unbelief.
Jesus healed the sick, raised the dead, gave tsigthie blind, hearing to the deaf. Jesus did more
miraculousPower works than anyone else. Earlier the Jews tried to adestisMany in the crowd
believed in him and asked, “When the Christ combe,won’t do more miraculous signs than this man,
will he?” (John 7:31) So much evidence! So little faith! One simmason:“You are not my sheep.”

T Winningwords (vv.27-30)

Be honest now. Do we really want to be knowriskeep™ No other animal needs more care,
gets more lost, finds more ways to get messedTiney’ll drink from manure polluted mud puddles vehil
their shepherd is trying to lead them to high coumbeadows and clear flowing streams. They can't
understand that parasites in the water will kidrthfrom the inside out. All that wool shivers wheat
and loads up with filth. Walking the same paths ia deep rut, rolling comfortably, heavy wool ligia
get them “cast down” on their back, belly to the sufreezing in winter, baking in summer. They're
dead unless the Good Shepherd comes looking for. thathetic creatures — \sbeep

The world keeps proving Jesus right. Peoplesheep always following someone whether they
realize it or not. Claiming independence, theyvaltim to deadly theories and outright lies ofesttists,
politicians, tyrants and preachers. Even the Midmtrated” are blind to the future and ignore {best.
Sheepwe are, but who is your shepher&®llow the Good Shepherd speaking healthyWinning words.

Recall the story of shepherd Philip Keller abowg thred hand caring for his neighbor’s sheep.
They crawled out of their blasted barren brown wa&sinto Keller's lush green side of the fence.oTo
much too soon, their bellies bloated. The hiregobked slit their throats, loaded them in a wheethay
couldn’t care less — just like the cruel imposteggherd from hell who wants everyone miserablevine

But Jesus the Good Shepherd lets us heawhinning wordsto capture the heart of His enemies:
“My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they ésll me.?®| give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my fhrf®My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all. No one can snatch them out of fgther’s hand.** and the Father are one.”

In Africa where Philip Keller grew up, they herdcethsheep like Holy Land shepherds. They're
not like western shepherds driving their sheep @idfs. The Good Shepherd can enter a sheep pen wit
mixed flocks and just start talking. His own sheepognize His voice and follow Him out, everywhere
confident of His tender, loving care. Jesus is@wod Shepherd who laid down His life for you, His
sheep. Then in full Easter victory over deathuddsok up His life again to live for you forever.

Jesus and the Father dome” with the Holy Spirit. “The Lord our God is one.”(Mark 12:29) So
you don't get just a fraction of God’s love wheruymllow Jesus. Hisheepget all God’s love, 100%,
undivided attention from God who has loved you lyne from all eternity. You may wander off, fall
into sin, get cast down with depression and ghet,the Good Shepherd is hot on your tail. Heke li
Philip Keller with his flask of brandy. He findsidlittle lamb, picks it up and warms it with a felsops
and gets his legs circulating again. In Word aadr&ment He just holds you. You wag your littliéita
glee and follow the Good Shepherd more closelyragdihose nail-pierced hands will never let you go.
He holds you close to the Father’'s heart by Hisddbleod of all-forgiving grace.Follow the Good
Shepherd all the way to our heavenly home. Amen.
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