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John 21:1-14 CW160
May 5, 2019 — THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
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¢ Coming up short(vv.1-5)
¢ Going long (v.6a)
¢ Living in His bounty (vv.6b-14)

In the name of Jesus, our risen Lord and Savian, dgoicing Christians:

Something has been happening since Christmas irGospel readings which you really don't
want to miss. All the miracles Jesus performegrtive He is God during Epiphany, all the sufferite
endured during Lent, all the glory He got backlresrisen Christ of God — He did all this for youfited
comfort and to receive guilt-free living as His Eagift. Last week Jesus told Thomas to touchnié
marks with his finger and stick his hand in Jesside where the Roman spear pierced Hilstop
doubting and believe,"Jesus says to us too'Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”(John 20:27,29 NIV84)For you and for everyone you know, even those heatted unbelievers
whom God surely wants to reach through you, itlsablout, “Peace be with you!” With the fishing
opener fast approaching isn’t it timely that Jesweets us fishing today? Of all places to beat maok
doubts and fears and free us from guilt! On tlke haith JesusTrust Our Risen Lord.

¢ Coming up short (w.1-5)

Maybe you've really been embarrassed because wWasks came out of your mouth: “Pastor, I'll
put you onto fish. | guarantee it.” So said onenid on the Mississippi years ago when our bdstddl
day was that fish that jumped for my line as wdqaaway to find a better fishing hole. So sareétaed
pastor, a super fine fisherman, who did he be$ett the wind and the river. Now imagine how Peter
and his fellow disciples felt when they had beemliny professional fisherman.

Recall why they went fishing. On Easter morningu¥ehad personally appeared first to Mary
Magdalene. He gave her a message for the disoiyheshad deserted Him on His way to the cross.
Jesus told Mary Magdalero...to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returningotmy Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’ {John 20:17 NIV84) Calling them"brothers” at that point was huge
with comfort and forgiveness. But Jesus wantegite them more, and us with them! Jesus alsotsaid
the other women hurrying awdsom the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy..., ‘Do nobe afraid. Go and
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they wskke me.’ "(Matthew 28:8,10 NIV84)

To Galilee they went. Passing the time, Peterraliyusaid, “I'm going fishing.” No surprise, the
rest said, “We’ll go with you.” Talk abowW@oming up short. All night — nothing! You work hard all
your life. Notice how advertisers play on fearoiming up short raising kids or retirement?

¢ Goinglong (v.6a)

A stranger yelling from the shore would be espéciahnoying with a question likéHey, boys,
you don’t have any fish, do you?”And worse, telling you something ridiculous lik&hrow your net
on the right side of the boat and you will find s@?i  Natural reaction? Sarcasm: “Oh, that'll work!”



Sarcasm in our ranks? Older members and pastorsraah the enthusiasm of youth to reach out
with the Gospel: “We tried that. Didn’t work.” rO“Too expensive. Won't be worth it.” Tired sago!

Poor Ananias in today’s First Readi(gts 9:1-19a EHV) A house call to Saul of Tarsus? Knees
shaking!“Lord, | have heard from many people about this mamd how much harm he did to your
saints in Jerusalem. And he has authority here frothe chief priests to arrest all who call on your
name.” It's Going long when the Lord answer8Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my
name before the Gentiles and kings and the peogdidseael. Indeed, | will show him how much he
must suffer for my name.” That flaming persecutor, God’s missionary to us tikes? And he’ll
suffer?

God puts you among your circle of friends, relativessociates and neighbors — FRANs — and you
feel terrible sometimesZoming up short. Then our Lord puts you in a sweaty palmed, hesring
situation where you have to speak up. He wantsGaing long because with His command He gives a
promise: “Open your mouth wide, and | will fill it.” (Psalm 81:10 EHV)Do youTrust Our Risen Lord?

Christ sets congregations in His harvest field vaththe gifts we need. He givgmstors and
teachers(Ephesians 4:11)fruits of the Spirit(Galatians 5:22,23) at least one spiritugift for every Christian
(1 Corinthians 12:7)plus themina of the GospefLuke 19:11-27) Going long means investing time, talent and
treasure in order to share the Gospel. Ddl'west Our Risen Lord as a congregation? Every spring we
study ministry needs. Our budget is ChrisThrow your net on theight side of the boat Faith obeys...

¢ Livingin Hisbounty (vv.6b-14)

Something similar happened before to Peter. Hisldetl all night and caught nothing. Then
Jesus told hinf;Put out into deep water, and let down the nets foicatch.” (Luke 5:4 NIv84) It took two
boats to pull in that catch. This time after nothill night it's the right side of the boat. Rguodion!
The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “Ithe Lord!” Peter jumps in, swims to shore while the
others tow the bulging net back. Jesus has brsiaidady, then say$Bring some of the fish you have
just caught.” Now these eye-witnesses must coulatrge fish, 153, but even with so many the net was
not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have brea#f” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus cameakiohe bread and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish. This was now the third time Jesuspsared to his disciples after he was raised frone th
dead.” (John 21:7-14 NIvV84) Twice before Jesus had appeared to His frightelsdples behind locked
doors, making sure Thomas was included. Now rdfer our text Jesus will reinstate Peter and ffiee
from the guilt of his denials. But before we cldsday Jesus wants usving in His bounty.

What's different for us Christians raising kids?hey belong to God! Years ago a crowded
orphanage had the breakfast table set, childreeddaut no food. They prayed and waited. A knock
the door by the baker: “I was up early just thimkiyour children might need some bread. Next knock
the milk man: “My wagon broke down. | need to éympin order to fix it.” God’s children they dre

Can youTrust Our Risen Lord in retirement? He’s already there, living in thereal present,
providing breakfast for us too. Plus coffee? khofthe process from mountain farm to your cupchkp
mules, trucks, roasters, packaging machines, gpeeoney from your work to buy — already being
provided for your enjoyment by our bountiful LordHis bounty means an overflow because He wants
you to have more than enough to share with oth&rgl we sweat a church budget? Or family budget?

Your calendar and bank ledger tell if yduust Our Risen Lord enough to enjoyiving in His
bounty. No Coming up short on forgiveness in Christ. His forgiveness enabkeso let down the nets,
Going long again. “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread faxdavill also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvesyotir righteousness. You will be made rich in evergty so
that you can be generous on every occasion, anatigh us your generosity will result in thanksgivirtg
God.” (2 Corinthians 9:10-11 NIvV84)Jesus wants others to know the pure joy of fa#t Trusts Our Risen
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Lord! all the way taLiving in Hisbounty. And that, my dear friends, is no fishing takeinen.
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