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ThreeWordsof Truth: Save Us Now!

Without knowing it “the Palm Sunday crowds weregang their ‘hosanna’ to the Perfect Passover
Lamb provided by God. On the @ay of Nisan, each Jewish family selected an umisleed lamb and
set it apart for the Lord’s sacred purposes. Paimdgy...18' day of Nisan. As Jesus made his humble
entry into Jerusalem, God was declaring that his spotless Lamb was being set aside for death defor
the week was out...every reason to shout, ‘Bless#eitamb who comes in the name of the Lofd!”

“Hosanna!” Who knew?Hoshiannais Hebrew forSave Us Now! They were shouting and
singing toYeshuaJesus, “Savior.” Who knew? Just one, only thet One. Contrast five groups with
Jesus that dayDisciples, Children, Jewish leaders, Roman soldiers, Pilgrimsin Jerusalem.

Disciples — did not want to go up to Jerusalem with Jestsey objected;They want to kill you
there!” Only Jesus is determined to go, promising Higesufg and death, resurrection and exaltation six
times in Matthew since the Transfigurati@matthew 17:1 — 20:28)Y eshuavould come humbly as promised
long ago through Zechariatgentle, riding on a donkey, even on a colt, theafmf a beast of burden.”
(NETNT) Think of the horrendous burden of our sins that@heist was about to bear on the cursed tree
when the IORD “laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6) God’s Lamb: Save Us Now!

Children — Jerusalem means “house of peace.” The only maly feeling it on Palm Sunday
were the children, all excited to sing, but not wimg why. Yet they would go home from prayers and
praises like our children to break th® @ommandment by disobeying their parents, arguiity their
siblings. Hoshianna!— Save Us Now! Who gets it? Onlyreshuathe Christ who even as a pre-teen
went home to submit to Mary and Joseph. Hihis LoORD our Righteousnessfrom God.

Apparently, the children kept it up with their lqutHosannas!” Matthew records that after Jesus
drove all the merchants from the temple aveaen the chief priests and the teachers of the Isaw the
wonderful things he did and the children shouting the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,”
they were indignant. “Do you hear what these chiddr are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied
Jesus, “have you never read, “ ‘From the lips of ildiren and infants you have ordained praise’?””
(Matthew 21:15f NIvV84) God always wants His children praising Him andltsdemore like children.

Jewish leaders— Ah, but that was not the Pharisees. They hatbéar “Hosanna!” Tried to stop
it. Like modern Christians wanting to build chueshin quiet, secluded places? Uninviting, every ugl
structures? Jesus sayBhe stones will cry out!” (Luke 19:40) Save Us Now! Break our stony hearts!

Are we too much like modern Christians whose logs grown cold? “Fake Christianity offers
the Christian an imitation of Christ’s glory in lves, not of his humiliation on earth. The phony &mel
artificial church turns worship into a spiritualgpy hour devoid of repentance, with cheap absaiutio
with no thought of taking God seriously in eithee taw or the gospel. And people love it. They geit
to be their own god, their own bible, their own smuof ultimate truth and salvatior’.”

Matthew 21, connect us to the divinity of Chrishet flashy enough to catch the attention of the
crowd or a disciple shooting videos with his phom&ding His divine glory in His State of Humiliatn,
Jesus simply and precisely tells the two discipibsit they will find and what they need to say te th
owners. As true God, the Man Jesus is omniscigéashugnows all things(ohn 16:30; 21:17)
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Yeshua'’s divine glory is still hidden in His Palnurfslay. Some scholars twist themselves into
knots trying to determine what Jesus rode. Theridoubt according to Zechariah’s prophecy. ds w
not a mule or a horse for war, but a donkey to shdweart of peace and humility. Yet all miss tobep
which Mark 11:2 intimates so simply...which no one has ever ridden.{NIV) Anyone who has tried
to ride an unbroken colt of any kind could expléia miracle of this unnaturally docile animal.aticepts
garments without a sound. Calmly and without bagkiis young male lets a full grown man sit on it.
Nearby its mother likewise makes no noise. Hemsié adds to the quiet majesty of this hidden r@rac
The Creator has come to His creation; His creatgiadly serve. Christ in His humility proves agélis
divine power over nature as the ultimate M@salm 8; Hebrews 2:6-9)

Roman soldiers — All they could see was a riot coming. Pilatpieblems were far more than
keeping peace as a Roman governor. He viewedane unday with suspicion. Jesus would soon be in
his courtroom. He would be acting like governmeontiay. Jesus commanded His disciples to lead the
donkey and her colt to Him, He also had warned disiples,“You will be led” before government
authorities to testify to God’s truth. There is aj® a price to pay with Jesus as we pick up owsscand
follow Him. We do not bring this on ourselves leeking martyrdom nor by committing crimes. Surely,
“We must obey God rather than mern(Acts 5:29) if commanded to be silent instead @hessing for
Christ. But when we live according to God’s comugrcivil authorities make up crimes to throw Danie
into the lions’ den. Powerful worldly forces alvgathink they are in charge, but the Almighty Godas
their conceit to bring His Word into their courtmao They hear God’s truth through His witnessé® li
Pilate hearing God’s own Son. Either they willeapwhile in this time of grace or they will suffgre
consequences in God’s courtroom when the Son ofriglamns as Judge in glory with His holy angels.

Pilgrimsin Jerusalem — curious onlookers asking, “What'’s all this?” Héav has your curiosity
has come? Know friends and relatives watching foutside? Millions have no way to pray these three
powerful words in oneHoshianna! Save Us Now! Our Palm Sunday King comes without an invitation,
unexpectedly with greatest message ever told. sCbame to be crucified for you. His Easter vigtor
over death is proclaimed for all people, includyay! His gift of eternal life yours by faith in K. This
is not “soft science” or mere religious myth angded. This is solid truth to give you “a sure grador
faith, a firm support for hope, and the assuraricgns forgiven® forever and for always.

God wants, God deserves our prayers,
our praises, and
the offerings that prove them.

Hosanna is prayer and praise in one. But how quittkdse throngs of Palm Sunday worshipers
went can back to enjoying God’s gifts while forgegtthe Giver. Our sins keep crying out, “Crucify,”
making our words cheap, even blasphemous. God wants prove our repentance by deeds of love for
neighbors starting with family at homéeshua! There tooHoshianna! Save Us Now!

Lead us to follow you humbly, patiently, fearlesglyough the trauma of the Triduum to its glory:

* Hosanna’s glory in the Holy Supper on Maundy Thaysd
* Hosanna’s glory in the gory grace that erasedeberd and guilt of our sin on Good Friday,
* Hosanna’s glory in the empty tomb, blazing our Easictory over sin, death and hell.

You paid the price. You won the war. Work youctery in our hearts and lives todayeshua,
Hoshianna! John sees in RevelatiodThere before me was a great multitude that no ooesuld count,
from every nation, tribe, people and language, starg before the throne and in front of the Lamb.
They were wearing white robes and were holding pdlranches in their hands. And they cried out in a
loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sit& the throne, and to the Lamb.{Revelation 7:9f
NIvV84) Amen.
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