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No Worries

& “What, me worry?”
d Kingdom focus

In the name of the Triune God our Creator, Redegamet Sanctifier, dear thankful Christians:

Doesn't it feel good if you're concerned about strmg, and a friend or coworker texts you
back: No Worries ? Nothing changed except your point of view beeasomeone else was working on
the issue with the same heart, the same loyakyséime diligence. You're togethéMo Worries !

Do you remember where that expression first cartee onr culture? Seems to me it was from
Australia, as in, “No worries, mate.” Wikipediaays it was once referred to as Australia’s nation
motto. But they want to trace it to some TV Sh@wpcodile Hunter Wouldn'’t you rather put it with
that all-time favorite movieCrocodile Dunde® Who could be more cool in the face of a New York
mugger than Paul Hogan? Big smile: “Now thatlde!”

Screen writers are having a hard time coming up vaal life heroes these days. Hollywood is so
paralyzed by prejudice and phobias of offending e@moup because anxious worry is engrained in our
human condition. Isn't it great to know a real bférHe says'Cast all your cares on him, for he cares
for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)When Christ say$\o Worries, He even tells you why.

& “What, me worry?”

Remember that missing tooth grin of Alfred E. NeafhaHis fictional face was around before the
1950's, butMad magazine popularized. Some claimed the big eatSauial features matched famous
actors at the time."What, me worry?” Not if you're living in your parents’ basement| akpenses
paid. But then there’s real life. Or is Christtgjust grinning your problems away?

You might have thought that except God’s own Sanedown to earth to experience our human
condition first hand. Jesus’ life of poverty med#mdt all He owned was what He wore. Food andiahel
always had to be provided day by day from His hebv€&ather. God must really love you and me to
want to take on Himself all our worries and caresrider to give us peace.

Worry is like a sliver in your finger. Try to ign®it, and it will irritate and fester into sometbi
worse. Some slivers are so hard to see. An LEDnifiar light and a magnifying glass may still not
reveal it. Brushing tweezers back and forth wilbfly focus the spot to pull. It hurts, but itlpe. Your
dentist doesn't really want to hurt you. She tapshat bad tooth to see what she can do to help.

God’s Son Jesus is preaching Bisrmon on the MountHe just mentioned how rust and robbers
can destroy your wealth Mammonin Aramaic. Money makes a lousy god; it can't egerard itself.
But trying to serve money is impossible for a Ciras if he wants to stay a ChristialiYou cannot serve
both God and mammon.* Worry is a sin that festers into loving money amihing lives. That means
confessing worry is the best way to get rid of ‘iEor this reason | tell you, do not worry about you
life, what you will eat or drink, or about your bgd what you will wear. Is not life more than foochd
the body more than clothing?°Look at the birds of the air. They do not sow orage or gather into
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. go& not worth much more than they?”
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Maybe that's why Martin Luther said his favoriteepcher was the bird outside his window. All
day long he’d sing his heart out to his Creatot.sénset he’d tuck his little head under his wing &all
fast asleep, totally trusting God to care for hirmgght and even keep him from falling off his br.

And how about that contest between two artists?h Bgreed to paint their best picturepaiace
One came back with a tranquil scene of quiet pastar a bow! of fruit — I'm not sure which. Butwo
can't forget the one who won. Picture a ragingdapth a bird on a branch, singing fearlessly abtive
rushing water belowPeaceamid turmoil — priceless!

It's what makes the true story of the first Thanksgy so endearing. During the early days of our
nation's history the colonists endured many proretiand hardships. As a result, their hearts andsm
were filled with gloom bordering on despair, andmaere disposed to return to their fatherland aith
of its persecutions. When they met to decide ataw for fasting and prayer, an old man...arose to
address the assembly. He...thought they had brokmhedenough over their misfortune....It seemed
high time...[to] consider their blessings instegcv 614] The colony was growing strong....Harvests
were becoming more plentiful, the rivers were @flfish and the woods with game, the air was s\aedt
the climate pleasant. Above all, he reminded tlieah they now possessed what they had come fadr, ful
civil and religious liberty. He recommended...a daythanksgiving rather than for fasting...a day of
joy. * It took a while, but finally, during the dark dapf the Civil War, widow-author-mother-of-five
Sarah Hale convinced President Lincoln. He dedldhe national holiday for the last Thursday of
November, 1863. Even in war, Lincoln said, we caant our blessings: “They are gracious gifts &f th
most high God, who, while dealing with us in anfgerour sins, hath nevertheless remembered mércy.”

¢ Kingdom focus

None of the Black Friday sales can clothe you Ba clothes the lilies of the field, Galilee wild
flowers growing all around Jesus in F8&rmon on the MountWhat does worrying accomplish? Can
little boy worry himself into a giant if he worriessery night for a year? Can a Grandpa or Grandma
squeeze out another moment of life by anxious thtsugnd sighs day and night? Jesus is using togic
help us think this through. But even better, mposverful is His Word of command. It's like the
strength you get if a fireman shouts, “Climb outehel’ve got you.” Or a lifeguard, “Grab holdll pull
you out.” Jesus’ command is good news that hed& do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?'3%For the unbelievers chase after all these things.
Certainly your heavenly Father knows that you nealll these things.”Have a great Thanksgiving. I've
got this. | gave my Son for you, how could | notegyou the best of the rest®oman 8:32)

“Look at me,” says Good Friday. Focus on what Ged done rather than crashing waves, like
Peter: “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out tiand and caught him. “You of little faith,”
he said, “why did you doubt?{Matthew 14:30f NIv84) Thank-you, Jesus, for forgiving our doubts too.

Here’s a healthy focus for Thanksgiving every dayeek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be givenybu as well.” Jesus pours His kingdom blessings into
your heart through His Word of promise. He runspeeline from His own great heart to yours by means
of Word and sacrament. Will He ever run out ofcgrand goodness for you? Is there an end to the
steady flow of God’sighteousnesdor your life of blessing to others? Try this oouy next Southwest
vacation. Run the kitchen sink until you get caldter. One savvy Arizona resident told a greenhorn
from Minnesota, “You'll have to drain the water tembefore it runs cold.” You'll never drain theane
of God on this or any Thanksgiving. So keep arclkdagdom focus. Let Christ and His concerns
occupy your heart instead of so many earthly thingilen when God fills all your needs and piles in
many pleasures too, you'll be able to enjoy Hissgiiith praise. No Worries, mate.” Amen.
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