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Wisdom Keeps Calling

¢ All prepared (vv.1-2)
¢ Blessing with abundance(vv.3-6)

In the Name of Jestfsrho became for us the wisdom from God.. } dearly redeemed believers:

Did you ever have someone say something that angsll? It's been rattling around in the back
of your mind, then, “Ding!” someone points out thievious. A professor's comment years ago: “Treere’
a lot of theology in science fiction.” He was fallx aboutStar Trek but Star Warsfits too. Low cost
movie collections are bringing back old titles ymight never have watched otherwise. One rang that
bell again. It was all about searching for lifednter space. (They assume Big Bangis absolutely
true, but any possibility of God the Creator mustfédse.) Except our hero finds three orbs on amujf
Saturn and two other places unknown. They chadnalessages through him all the way back to the
beginning of the solar system! It's so importasttliim to follow his dream that he divorces hisemiiho
has already waited for him five years back on eaffn act of kindness?) He had to find out whyey”
had sent him these messages. But the point bfsatliscoveries? “We are not alone.”

And all the Sunday School kids say, “I knew thd#sus is always with us. God created us. The
angels are all around to protect us from harmcddise we’re not alone!”

Of our world the Holy Spirit says through PaulAlthough they claim to be wise, they have
become fools....[Romans 1:22)Makes you glad, doesn’t it?Visdom Keeps Calling Don’t worry it’s...

¢ All prepared (vv.1-2)
Today the dear Holy Spirit takes us to the taldehe temple and to the tabernacle.
At first glance this seems likgersonificationwhere a writer takes an abstract idea Wsdom
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Wisdom as a builder is popping up in the WELS Kingdom Wéorsearch for a world wide a
Builders for Christ Director. Echoing our teXtHe has filled them with the Spirit of God, with wdom,
with understanding, with knowledge and with all kiis of skills. Exodus 35:31” A manager of building
projects will requiré’knowledge” — in Hebrew basically the “data.” How you put tldata” together
requires‘understanding” — the ability to think in the abstract, looking lans and seeing in your mind’s
eye what it should look like on the ground. Butb® the Director for Builders for Christ requires a
special gift fromthe Spirit of God wisdom Where does that begin?The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy Oeuinderstanding.”(Proverbs 9:10 NIV84)

Why hasWisdom “carved out her seven pillars? We can’t get too dogmatic about this, but
faithful Bible scholars have observed tilsavencomes up in contexts giidgment Judgmentagainst
someone igondemnation You'll find that especially in Revelation. Butdgmentin someone’s favor is
acquittal That's another reason whgvernseems to be theovenannumber. Threeis constantly used in
lists for the Triune God — Father, Son, and HolyiSpFour earth — N-S-E-W.Seven God for us.

But now the preparation picture actually getstéelinessy, even gruesome. Sounds plain enough
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in English: “She has prepared her me&She has mixed her wingsShe has already set her table.”

11 Corinthians 1:30 — EHV Evangelical Heritage Versiohttp://wartburgproject.org). NPH, © 2017 (800266022).



More literally, that would be&She has slaughtered her sacrificesWhere would you go in Israel to find
slaughtered sacrifices, and poured out wine ores&blHard to miss the temple here, isn't it? Hedslr

of innocent animals were sacrificed year by yeaoeting to God’s command, even though none of that
blood could wash away a single sin. Yet the legeothe Jews and for us through them is this grores
truth: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgivess.” (Hebrews 9:22 NIV84)

If you know your temple sacrifices, there was oaked the Fellowship Offering that was much
like a picnic with steaks on the grill. Everyomethe family was supposed to enjoy it, even thegsi
That was another way of picturing the innocent lasnbthe altar with wine poured out for fellowship.
Does that sound like a foreshadowing of Holy Comimn® The Holy Spirit points us there with that
famous quote from IsaialfHe was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and aslaeep before her shearers
is silent, so he did not open his mouth3:7 NIv84) We share in the blessings of that sacrifice &snof
as we receive Christ’'s body and blood — in, withg ander — the bread and wine by His command and
promise in His Holy Supper. Years ago a member toé how his pastor would always say, “Come, for
all things are now ready.” Reminds you of thisgsiot it? Wisdom Keeps Calling — All prepared

We need that comfort aVisdom’s special meal because we live in a violent waevltere we are
still targets of evil all aroundYet for your sake we face death all day long; weeaonsidered as sheep
to be slaughterediRomans 8:36 NIv84)“Then | saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slaistanding in
the center of the throne, encircled by the fouritig creatures and the elders. He had seven hornsl an
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sahinto all the earth (Revelation 5:6)NVisdom keeps...

4 Blessing with abundance(vv.3-6)
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naive, let him turn in here.” To someone who lackense she say%:Come, eat my foodisand drink
the wine that I have mixed.”Folly will call from on high with much the sameowds. Listen tdVisdom.

From the table to the temple, and still at the tempemember how Satan proved to be God’s

“ape” again? Luther liked to say that, “Satan @G ape.” Whatever God does, Satan will try tpycm

a mocking way. So a#/isdom Keeps Calling“from the highest point of the city,’'you may remember
when Satan tempted Jesus. The old evil foe toslsI® the highest point of the temple and darexd: Hi
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourdfedown. For it is written: * ‘He will command his
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up itheir hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.” Jesus answered him, “It is algaitten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
(Matthew 4:6f NIV84) Jesus fights foolishness witlisdom. As God’s Word Incarnat&yisdom prevails.

And that is howVisdom wins out for us in practical, hands on matters t¥ée still enjoy God’s
Blessing with abundancgust as the Israelites did out there in the desérlt Moses. From the table to
the temple to the tabernaclé¥isdom Keeps Calling And only“the fear of the LORD” could give you
a beginning oWisdom to understand how awesome this really is in liéal |

Building the tabernacle in the desert, Moses saithé Israelites;See, the Lord has chosen
Bezalel...of the tribe of Judah, and he has filledrhiwith the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and
knowledge in all kinds of crafts.[Exodus 35:30ff NIV84) He had abstraainderstandingof designsgiven
by God in heaven fomaster craftsmerwith the ability to teach others They called orfevery skilled
person to whom the Lord had given ability and whaswvilling to come and do the work.'But even
the folks without those skills found/isdom Blessing with abundance It's in the one problem:!The
people are bringing more than enough for doing theork the LORD commanded to be done. Then
Moses gave an order and they sent this word throoghthe camp: ‘No man or woman is to make
anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” Anso the people were restrained from bringing
more.” Such overflowing generosity is the Holy Spiritgrace of giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7) Word and
sacrament power up our offerings and financial gangent. Wisdom Keeps Calling. Amen.
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