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“Surviving the Peace”
v Pentecost + PTSD
(Prophecy..Tragedy..Savior...Deliverance

In the name of God’s Spirit of Grace, dear heird beneficiaries of Pentecost:

One of the greatest dangers confronting Christ’ar€in today is that we forget we are an army.
God kept His promise on Pentecost and sent HistSiitemember how Jesus breathed on His disciples?
“Peace be with you.'He said again and agaifiPeace | leave with you. My peace | give you. Nstthe
world gives do | give to you. Do not let your hed troubled, and do not let it be afraidiJohn 14:27)

Those who stand guard over our freedoms can hekeesour need for Pentecost in our daily
lives. “My veteran buddy and | meet once a weEkch time we walk away with the same assignments:
I am responsible for seeing to it that he staygeafor a week; and he is to make sure | am stibrgithe
living seven days from now? Their spiritual trauma sometimes goes physi¢dlhe average suicide
rate among American military veterans is one per levery day of the year.” One vet at a PTSD rétrea
commented, “Surviving the war is just the beginnitgpw we must survive the peace.”

Sadly, Christians the world over are committingigypal suicide by going it alone. What if those
weekly meetings stop? The Holy Spirit is a gitinfr Christ to His body, the Church. His army cannot
live without this life-giving breath from God. Bsb often when peace comes to human hearts anégmind
they grow soft. They walk away. They sleep irhe¥ don’t realize how quickly Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder can seize their souls. God is a warno @od’s Son our Champion Redeemer. By His Gift of
the Spirit we aréSurviving the Peace”that turnsPTSD positive, first in...

%/ Prophecy...

Semper Fi — Semper Fidelis — Always Faithfuhe motto of the U.S. Marine Corps. No one is
more faithful than the @rRD God. He makes promises that sound awesome athiuswhen He finally
delivers, they’'re a hundred more amazing. Abo@XB.C., He stood up against our worst enemy Satan
and promised that the Seed of the woman would dnisshead. Fast forward to 2200 B.C. He promises
Abraham,‘In your Seed all the nations of the earth will belessed.”(Genesis 22:18)Forward to 700 B.C.
and He tells a wicked King AhaZThe Virgin will be with child.” (Isaiah 7:14) When a disappointed
bachelor found out his fiancé was pregnant, an latdg him that this was the fulfillment of God’s
promise about the Virgin‘She has conceived by the Holy Spirit...the Son ofd5b(Matthew 1:21-23)

That, my dear friends iSemper Ei Expect more faithfulness when Jesus promised Pesttét
His disciples. “Look, | am sending you what my Father promised. Bstay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place’Suddenly a sound like the rushing of a violent wiméme from heaven, and it
filled the whole house where they were sittifghey saw divided tongues that were like fire regtion
each one of them?They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and begaio speak in other languages,
since the Spirit was giving them the ability to spefluently. “ God is always faithful. He keeps every
promise. Pentecost is still spectacular to eyeseans as God is bringing to completion His Sgintvork
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in us.

v Tragedy...

War is Tragedy. And one of the most tragic battles betwkemankind and their Creator
happened at a tower called Babel. Arrogant meanghbthey could work together against God. All it
took was for God to confuse their languages, n&ttijuthe words but the whole sentence structiiteey
had to separate after the Flood and fill the easticod commanded. But sadly God’s message was ofte
obscured because of man’s sin. Yet God is graci@l is more stubborn in His love than we arsiin
And the Holy Spirit is more than a veteran war hudior us. He is the Counselor our Lord Christ
promised to send, the God who turns evierggedy of ours into a blessing.

He started in the Old Testament withe Feast of Weeks,'50 days after Pentecos$tyith the
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast @igathering at the turn of the year.”(Exodus 34:22
NIV84) This was Israel's spring harvest festival foregsiveidg our Christian Pentecost festival. Generous
offerings were to be brought to the Lord, recogrgzzod as the Giver of their harvest and the gersero
Creator who would keep giving. Christ raised frtira dead isthe firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.”(1 Corinthians 15:2050d’s Babel curse was reversed when Galileanrisée proclaimed fluently
in unstudied languages the wonderful works of GAthazement and mockery tried to contiriagedy.

3 Savior...

This is why God sent His Son The thunder of ouanzement and the mockery of our foolish
hearts can never accept our need for God. Wealibtinide from God’s grace that covers our sin. God
had to come looking for Adam and Eve in the Garaecall them back to a right relationship, recoedil
to Him. God brought Pentecost to unsuspectingipilgtruly in need of &avior. Peter’'s sermon would
go on to say how they had crucified their long aadiMessiah, that God raised Him from the dead and
exalted Him to God’s right hand. Cut to the hehgy will cry out,“What should we do?"*®Peter
answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every ohgom, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive th#t of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is for you
and for your children and for all who are far awayas many as the Lord our God will call.” Your
sins are forgiven. YouBavior has risen. Humble yourself to this Her6’'BTSD in kind hearted...

v Deliverance

These aréthe last days,”the New Testament era between Christ’s first acdrsg: coming. Have
you noticed how people are talking about “peace seulirity”? Jesus warned through His Apostle Paul:
When people are saying, “Peace and security,” dastion will suddenly come on them, like labor
pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certaimpt escape.’{1 Thessalonians 5:3)

For Deliverance from our SavidPentecost + PTSDmust continue in you. We need the Holy
Spirit’s prophecy through Joel to ring out in oons and daughters, young men and old, servantedf G
both men and womenri'The sun will be turned to darkness and the moonttwod before the coming of
the great and glorious day of the Lord....Everyone evhalls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Let every challenge you face remind you that Jéscsd our worst enemies of sin, death and hell. He
won Deliverance by His innocent death and glorious restion. Let each heartbreak remind you to pray
for those who have stood between us and evil ofybodearthly wars and tragedy of soul in spiritual
battles to this day. Pray them for them in Je8Osir Father...” Prayer. May GodBeliverance bring
Pentecost peace to veterans in sight, riches,ngeafithe mind, all they need in Him to find, tharhb of
God our Savior. He promised and delivered Pentecdst our firstfruits offerings be substantial,
generous and eager to get God’s Word and sacra@edts war materiel to the front lines of this casm
battle for souls. The stakes in this spiritual &es eternal. But instead of death and destrucGanl’s
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weapons of the Spirit bring life and health andgeeaPentecost to all in Jesus’ holy Name! Amen.
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