S#1660
Ephesians 5:8-14 CW343
March 19, 2017 —"3SUNDAY IN LENT Pastor Mark A. Cordes

Live As Children of Light

% You wereoncedarkness. (vv.8,11-12,14)
% Now you arelightintheLord. (vw.8-10,13-14)

In the Name of Jesus, the Light of the world, délardren of Light:

The story is told of a seminary student and hiswifruggling financially. Always a challenge,
but more so now with extreme student debt. Thegtwe see the Seminary President who asked them
what might seem to be a very strange question:e ‘Yau remembering the Lord with the firstfruits of
your offerings?” The student was somewhat bafflddow could giving first to the Lord help their
financial situation? “I'm studying to become a foasand give my life to the Lord and His work,” the
young man answered. “My wife will have to givemjany things too. Isn’t that enough?”

Before | share the Seminary President’s respoosé, how true the student proved Luther’s old
observation.Man is converted in three stages: first, his hedudn his heart, finally his walletNotice
something else. Sometimes very much against owtifad will, when we’re really trying to do good,
all of us slip up. There’s something still so wgonith us Christians that we need our Lord to remis
again today through His holy apostleive As Children of Light. One reason still wants to bite us:

% You wereoncedarkness. (v.8,11-12,14)

Darkness is like a rabid wolf stalking anyone who’s distredt Darkness will try to take you
down and rob you of all your joy and peace. like la friend’s husky. While | was talking to a fiyn
member in their driveway, Old Blue quietly camehghind me. Without so much as a low growl, he bit
one leg, and before | could turn around, naileddtieer. No blood, just bruises. Worse, his owners
barely noticed. All I heard from my friends, “Haist usually out of his kennel.” Thanks so much!

Looking back on the way we were, think first of ttméracle needed to convert your head from
darkness to light. Everyone in law enforcement and theitamy talks about “getting your head right.”
Or in sports it's “getting your head in the gam&piritually speaking‘You were once darkness® Not
stuck—in-darknessr seeing-darknresdut “You were once darkness itself.’As darkness, you can't
escape from the pitch black cave of immorality anfelief. But have you noticed halar kness insists
on its own morality and condemns anyone who daredisagree? Stuck avde-Myself-and-l you can
barely breath. If you're not the most popularcéhaol, or you're not advancing at work — passed éwe
promotion or that part in a play or position onearh, watch out! Some of the saddest stories of tee
suicides were about smart, good looking, populds kivercome bdar kness. “Once your were....”

Darkness didn’t stop with your head; it kept seeping dowtoigour heart. Teen years came, and
no matter what your folks said or tried, you alwaggs angry. Not that you knew how to make it right
but darkness is so frustrating. Getting married only helpsfliak population for about a day. A few
weeks after the wedding, they're wondering who threyrried. In thedarkness broken hearts lash out at
everything, even blaming marriage itself. Somentwyitiple marriages or living together, “friendsthwi
benefits,” butdar kness keeps pointing the finger and piling up more baggaigy your heartDarknessis
moral depravity...despair...spiritually sleeping awayard totaldar kness come the Judgment Day.

Some don't even want to talk about their wallet,they’re always thinking about it. If on some
rare occasion they sense a little light in theme diar kness always returns to steal the joy. One man said
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everything was going fine, but he was afraid “wiilee next shoe would drop.” How many pirates ever
thought they had enough gold? How many bulgingetsican guard themselves from getting lost or
stolen? How many wealthy investors can’t enjoyrtearnings, but cry when the Stock Market “adjtists
As brokers spin it: “Stay the course....in it foetlong haul.” But brokers keep getting paid yeed as
your assets dry upDarkness can only ultimately doom your wallet because hesadsma't have trailers.

Job said it like thisiNaked | came from my mother's womb, and naked llldepart. The LORD
gave and the brD has taken away; may the name of the Lord be prdisg1:21 NIv84) Wait a minute!
Job was not crushed by his losses? Even whenrihesRof Darkness attacked his health, Job reftsed
“curse God and die.”2:9) In his darkest hour Job trustéfi>od] knows the way that | take; when he
has tested me, | will come forth as gold23:10 NIv84) Hope may be flickering like a candle in the wind,
but Job will not let dark despair crush him. Jolesout,“Oh, that my words were recorded, that they
were written on a scroll, that they were inscribedth an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock fover!

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the dmgwill stand upon the earth. And after my skin has
been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God; ysalf will see him with my own eyes—I, and not
another. How my heart yearns within me{19:23-27) Once dar kness, but be what you are.

% Now you arelightintheLord. (vw.8-10,13-14)

In spite of a full court press byarkness with fanatic fans from hell blazing away at himpbJo
could see the light of his kinsm&edeemer, that great Champion of our souls. In his Goggebunt the
beloved disciple John takes us back to Genesis WieeHoly Spirit inspired him to write:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wastwiGod, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things @e made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was thght of men. The light shines in the darkness, the
darkness has not understood it*has not taken it down, has not overcomeJbhn 1:1-5 NIV84)

First the Lord converts youheadby shining thdight of God’s truth. Jesus, God’s own Son,
shed His blood to rescue. He sdysm the way and the truth and the life. No one ews to the Father
except through me."(John 14:6) “The fruit of the light consists in all goodness,jghteousness, and
truth. *°Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord'and do not participate in fruitless deeds of darlgse
Instead, expose them.More literally it says;Test what is pleasing to the Lord."Throughout the Bible
the LorRD God is telling us what pleases Him and what da#ts €hildren of the Light know God’s
anger at homosexuality, but also against heter@desins, greed, anger, quarrelling, sibling rivalry
selfish ambition, violence or anti-government astiv. God’s“word is a lamp to my feet and a light for
my path.” (Psalm 119:105)Don’t back down from thdar kness; Now you arelight in the Lord.

Converted hearts reflect God’s honor on parentsaankorities. One of my fellow campers was
so dark she could disappear when all of us wengra“Hide and Seek.” Once she shouted, “You guys
can't see me. Here! I'll smile!” Smiles pierce tth@ kness for husbands and wives as weChildren of
Light can't create it. Like a flashlight on pearly wisiteve all can only reflect theight. But when the
light shines, you instinctively lookKWe, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lordiory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasingory, which comes from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV84)Eyes on Jesus wight up to love and honor as we promised.

As the Lord lights up your wallet with wisdom and grace, eveiyy improves. That seminary
student and his wife started giving the Lord thiist gifts of thanks. The Lord reduced expenses,
increased income, plus gave twin gift&odliness with contentment is great gain. For wedoght
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing oaf it. But if we have food and clothing, we wlitle
content with that.” One sister said she could enjoy God'’s gifts sehmmore when she put Him first.
Light up with God’s promiseSeek first his kingdom and his righteousness, aatl these things will
be given to you as well (1 Timothy 6:6-8; Matthew 6:33 NIV84)Live As Children of Light. Amen.
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