S#1655
Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 CW479
February 19, 2017 “"ZSUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY Pastor Mark A. Cordes

Boundless Love

¢ Look in the mirror. (vv.1-2)
¢ Taste the Promise.(v.2)
¢ Follow the Leader. (vw.17-18)

In Jesus’ Name, GodBoundless Loven the flesh, dearly belovetlyou are the light of the world.”

One of the things pet owners enjoy is the uncomaidi love of their animals. Not cats, of course.
Cats don’'t have masters; they just have staff. d®gfs will love you no matter what. Your day mayé
gone from bad to worse, but Fluffy will welcome ke there’s no tomorrow. Recently, though, a mom
was watching a movie with her kids. Was it a “mfaifi’ or wisdom for real life? In the movie the glo
died; her kids cried. So did mine, in real lif@raumatic memories of “Daddy duties”: caring farks
dying or dead animals. Is there a longer lasting bf Boundless Lové@ To find it you first have to...

¢ Look in the mirror. (vv.1-2)

By this | don’t mean like a famous movie star whadlta mirror on the ceiling above his bed. He
claimed he wanted to wake up every morning andteeenly person in this world he could trust.

The mirror we need to see did not look likend@rror at first. It was a mountain in the desert
filled with fire, thunder and smoke. Horeb or Sitavas called. It's where God had Moses lead His
people of Israel after He delivered them from stgua Egypt. Right after Exodus in your Bible casne
Leviticus, a book you could summarizé&iving in the L orRD’s Presence Think of Leviticus in three
parts: I. Climbing the Mountain - sinners entgrthe Presence of the LORD12)— sacrifices, servants,
dangerous holiness. 1. On the Mountain — forgisenners dwelling in the Presence of the LORD16)

— clean / unclean, cleansing from uncleannessagtintleansing from sin, the great Day of Atonement
picturing the coming Messiah in burnt offerings aswépegoat. Ill. Down the Mountain — sanctified
sinners living in the Presence of the LORD-27) Here we find our text in the first section, Avoiding

Sin (17-19)- against the lifebloo¢l7), against the body8), against one’s neighb@r).

The Lorb told Moses...> This special Name for thedrp, pronouncedyahwehby some in
Hebrew, God begins to use in Genesis 2 in the apeoeation of Adam and Eve. As the Scriptures
unfold, we find He is the God of free and faithfiwhce. He writes all the rules and punishes everyo
who breaks them.The LORD told Moses as the main prophet of His holy late, speak to the whole
community of the Israelites and tell them thesernbs. And the main thing they were to never forget:
You shall be holy, because I, theokD your God, am holy(EHV) “Without holiness no one will see the
Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14)God can no more tolerate sin than you couldrigta sick cow were running loose
in the sanctuary. To show them what He meanidby God gave them Ten Commandments to treasure
and obey — a roadmap to life, the owner’'s manuaanth, demanding perfection of all who want heaven

So how fast can you fall? You may remember thatgblden calf was built by Aaron the first
high priest while Moses was still up on Mount Siregeiving the Ten Commandments. Therb was
so angry that he was ready to destroy the Israelidoses pleaded for the sake of tlerb's name, and
the LORD promised/My Presence will go with you, and | will give youest.” (Exodus 33:14 NIV84)
Otherwise, how would anyone know they were His hp@gple bound for the Promised Land?
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¢ Taste the Promise.(v.2)

Knowing how fast they could fall, the faithful isrbel looked to the@rD. Here in Leviticus 19,
“You shall be holy, because I, thedrD your God, am holy.(EHV) And in the next chapteril am the
LorD who makes you holy.(20:8 NIv84) Holy meansset apart for God His holy law was like a fence
around the Israelites to make them different framgurrounding nations. God wanted them to corde an
learn from His people about the God of all creatod the Savior of the world.

Think of the land othe Promiselike a beautiful green golf course. Coming outtloé winter,
springtime will make it verdant and inviting. Bilere will always be a fence around that place®es b
with their 4x4 toys won't spin divot’s in the grasat can’'t be fixed. And the owner may investain
fluffy, bounding sheep dog, you know, tBeundless Lovekind that love to play with geese. Maybe the
geese won't agree to play, but that just meanslth®ygoing...going...gone from the green. Likewise,
dirty, sin-spattered souls that wanted to playrtivay instead of God’s, would be gone from His geep
as long as they lived according to His law andtingsin the Promise

Knowing how miserably they failed to keep God’s Jawe faithful in Israel always wanted to
Taste the Promiseof the Savior-Messiah to come. The Good News waseelded in all their sacrifices
which shone brightly to light their way like powerfheadlights piercing the night. In the distatioey
could see their Savior coming as the Christ of Gdtley knew what God meant when He saighme
now, let us reason together,” says thekp. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shalekas white
as snow; though they are red as crimson, they sluallike wool.”(Isaiah 1:18 NIv84)

¢ Follow the Leader. (vw.17-18)

One of the most beautiful sermons on Gdéitaindless Loves written in a book called the B-I-
B-L-E — which someone referred to Basic Instructions Before Leaving Eartifhere toward the end we
find two letters from the Lord’s Apostle Peter. the first is this loving encouragementRollow the
Leader. “To this you were called, because Christ sufferemt fyou, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.{1 Peter 2:21 NIV84)“For you” more literally in the context of Scripture would
be“in your place.” This was pictured at the summit of Mount Sinai’stioction, the climax in Leviticus
16 on the great Day of Atonement. Remember? @aé\wgas sacrificed for the sins of the people. The
other was the scapegoat on which the priest plaidtieir sins so they could watch it walk away twit
them to die in the desertFollow the Leader, our Jesus, our Scapegoat. As Peter contirfies,
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in hisuttn” (2:22 NIv84)

Like Jesus, love your neighbdiYou shall not hate a fellow Israelite in your he&rYou must
openly rebuke your fellow citizen so that you dotm®come responsible for his sin(eHv) The Lord’s
Apostle Paul echoes thisBrothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you whoeaspiritual should restore
him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may teanpted.”(Galatians 6:1 NIV84) That nasty bear trap of
sin can snap shut on you too. Rescue your brothgster, but be careful not get trapped in siargelf.

“You must not take revenge. You must not bear a dge against the members of your people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. | athe LORD.” (EHV) The deeper the relationship, the
stronger thegrudge that scabs over the hurt. Then red tetengeisn’t far behind. ButFollow the
Leader and live like Jesus:Love your neighbor as yourself.” God’s vengeance He carried out on His
enemies, not us as we are by nature, but the airséiparated us, the death and hell we deserved.

Otherwise, bitter roots can grow too deep to pslliraone marriage, forty years of misery, no
mutual repentance. Positively, following Jesus esakids the Church of today. Neighbors wonder why
you're so respectful, fun to have around. They m@ye to church to find out. Let your light shise
they hear Jesu8Come to me, all you who are weary and burdenedddrwill give you rest...for your
souls.” (Matthew 11:28f NIV84) Read 1 Peter; enjoy living in God’s Presence,Bdisndless Love Amen.
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