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Walk in Remembrance of Jesus

& Good Newslong foretold (vv.8-10)
x Good Newsworthy of trust (vv.11-13)

In the Name of Jesus our Savior for whom we gety@a hope-filled watchfulness, dear Christians:

Years ago we had trouble with the church doorse 3&fety bar was out, but come in Monday
morning, pull the door, still unlocked! Propertyoi@mittee members adjusted the tension, still not
locking. Finally someone squirted a little WD-406wh the threshold to ease the catch into the slot.
“WD” — water displacement40” — because it took forty tries to get theydibrmula just right, originally
for space ships to slide through the atmospherendw hundreds of uses here on earth. Just a tftl
that light oil, pull on the door from the outsideyou leave, then we’re better prepared to stgyés.

In today’s Gospel Jesus sayBe alert, because you do not know on what day ydword is
coming. But understand this: If the master of the house h&down at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would notéhket his house to be broken into. You also need
to be ready for this reason: The Son of Man is camgiat an hour when you do not expect him.”
(Matthew 24:42-44 EHV) To meet Christ on Judgment Day, you can't justakvyour life a little. No forty
chances to get it right. Forgefter displacemenenjoy God’swater placementvith His promises on
your head in Baptism. Be ready for His secondfarad advent. Walk in Remembrance of Jesus.

& Good Newslong foretold (vv.8-10)

Ever since our first parents, Adam and Eve, fdlh isin, the darkness in this world has depressed
people’s souls. We sense there is someone or smgeiut there. Seriously, this wonderful worldilmb
not have happened by chance. But what is it? Howe reach that light? How to escape this dadhes

For God’s chosen people of Israel, therb pictured His light with oil lamps in the tabernacl
which the priests kept burning from morning untiering. Like everything else in the Old Testament,
this light shined ahead to Jesus who sditiese are the Scriptures that testify about meHe also said,

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No onemes to the Father except through megJohn 5:39;

14:6 NIv84) Various places in the Old Testament show howdhisymbolized the Holy Spiritl Samuel

10:6; 16:13) For all those B.C. centuries God wanted His peophdy td‘Remember Jesus Christ...”
The entire focus is on Advent — Christ coming fisbe crucified, rise and ascend; Christ comingirag
as Judge. Critics try and cynics cry. “By powefsempire banned and burne@w 291:2) but they

cannot snuff the light of God’s Good Book.

One great example is Isaiah, where we have todaidsTestament Lesson. Did you see the
Advent light? “O house of Jacob, come, and let us walk in thehigof the LORD.” (2:5 EHV) Those
original Hebrew words were so carefully, hand-cdgig scribes, a job you would not want. They could
count from both ends of your scroll to the exaatiaieé word and letter. Any errors, and weeks ofkwvor
get buried. God’s Word — zero mistakes. That'y wWie Dead Sea Scrolls were such an awesome find.
Shortly after WWII, a scholar in a shop in Jerusal®as shocked to find ancient writing on the leathe
used to repair his sandals. Turns out a sheplmrdvdd thrown a rock into a cave overlooking thede
Sea, just trying to scare his sheep back out. rdtle hit a clay jar holding a scroll. Then hundyedore
in multiple caves were found and sold all over tald, even sandal shops! The Dead Sea Scrolls
witness that our Bible did not change significardiyer 2000 years. Isaiah was one scroll of projglsec
hundreds of years in advance. Only God can fdrételfuture and only God can make His plan happen.



“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, desiesl from David. This is my Gospel, for
which | am suffering even to the point of being cimed like a criminal.” As far as we know, soon after
Paul wrote these words he was beheaded by evil Emp&ero. Secular and church authorities kept
trying to snuff out the Light of Christ. No one mia to think about Judgment Day unless you're stire
the verdict in your favor. Once scholars like Nrattuther find it, they can't let it go no mattehat. So
Luther too was declared an outlaw who had to hidefauthorities because he preached the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Luther hid out in the Wartburg @astHence the name for our Wartburg Project and the
Evangelical Heritage VersiokEHV). During his nine months in the Wartburg, Lutheanslated the
whole New Testament into German for his people.wids in hiding,'But God’s Word is not chained.”

“Therefore | endure everything for the sake of tredect, that they too may obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory."God shines the light of Christ all the way badoieternity
when God already knew you by name. He lined up Yidei to be baptized, even as a baby, hear and
believe God’s Word. Christ shed His blood to sgoe, and His Holy Spirit keeps you in faith \téalk
in Remembrance of Jesus in His Good News long foretold. Listening and believing the Bible shows
you are amongthe elect,” the chosen ones of God. God chooses His teanhyntite players, but by
Christ, His skill and hard work. He chooses spaitlosers who win with Christ by faith, but stiked
our Leader to tell us tbwalk decently as in the daytime, not in carousirand drunkenness, not in
sexual sin and wild living, not in strife and jealsy. Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus
Christ, and do not give any thought to satisfyiniget desires of your sinful flesh.{Romans 13:1f EHV)
From all eternity, purely out of His loving kindreeand tender merq¥phesians 1:4-14le chose us. Isn’t
this all the more reason to keep the Christ-lighthing and be ready when Christ comes? Trulyithis

x Good Newsworthy of trust (vv.11-13)

“Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with hipwe will also live with him; if we endure, we
will also reign with him. If we disown him, he willlso disown us; if we are faithless, he will remai
faithful, for he cannot disown himself.” God’s Word still shines in darkness that cannvetrocome it.

“What God had foretold about the coming Seed haletdulfilled in Jesus of the New Testament
if He was indeed the Messiah, the Christ. He lsacbime from the descendants of Shem. He did.aHle h
to come from the descendants of Abraham. Held&lhad to come from the tribe of Judah. He die@ H
had to come from the family of David. He did. el to have a virgin mother. He did. He had teoda
His birthplace in Bethlehem. He did. He had tewd&oth a human and divine nature. He did. He had
to spend most of His ministry in Galilee. He dide had to live and die according to His human natu
as a perfect human sacrifice. He had to live aledad God’s divine Seed that through death He nbght
the Tree of Life for all....All that He did® Truly the cross is “proof that cannot be arguedya” 2

For thisGood News worthy of trudtelievers are willing t&Walk in Remembrance of Jesus no
matter what the personal cost. A century beforenéutn Germany, a popular professor at Oxford,
England, John Wycliffe shone the light of Christls@htly in his Bible teaching that church authies
ordered him not to preach. So he went to workstedimg the Bible into English. Before the authies
could execute him, he died of natural causes. claffhatred was so powerful that forty-one yeatsrla
Wycliffe’'s bones were dug up, burned and his ashesvn into the river. From there they flowed down
into the sea. One biographer said this was symbblis doctrine spreading throughout the wotld.

“Remember Jesus....tlying and rising again to shine eternal brilliant¢dvent into our hearts.
God forgives all your sins and His light in youeli Walk in Remembrance of Jesus. Amen.
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