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Proclaim Graceto the Guilty

¢ OneWay out (w.1-3)
¢ High stakesin (vv.4-6)

In the Name of the @rRD's Messiah, Jesus Christ, you are dearly redeesiivf servants of God:

By this time next week we will know the outcometbé election. By God’s grace elections are
still blessed with words rather than bloodshed.thimtime of our text wickedness was rampant in’&od
chosen nation of Israel much like America today.itcWraft and spiritism, violence and immorality
dominated culture, as in our movies and music. d8ing innocent blood does happen in America’s
abortion clinics. Folks claiming to be God’s pemphen and now will not listen to God’s Word but
choose open rebellion instead. King Jehoiakim @rees of the worst. Three years after his elevem-yea
reign began, Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon at@cderusalem and carried into exile Jehoiakim and
prominent families, including four young men. Renter Daniel and his three friends: Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego? Our text was one of trD’ks last efforts to spare this wicked king and the
God-fearing young men. As then, so now, tlebh wants us td’roclaim Graceto the Guilty.

¢ OneWay out (w.1-3)

“Pastor, did you mean to say thaPtoclaim Grace to the Guilty? Surely King Jehoiakim was
guilty, but Daniel and his friends?

Jehoiakim was a wicked ruler. His heart Wset only on dishonest gain, on shedding innocent
blood and on oppression and extortion(22:17 Niv84) This is the king who burned up the scroll of
Jeremiah, one whole Bible book, then ordered hia toehunt down the prophet and his scribe. “The
king’s conduct is all the more evil in view of thect that his primary task as Israel’s king wageep her
citizens loyal to Jehovah, their Savior-Gotl.God was commanding JeremiatPrmclaim Grace to the
Guilty: “Stand in the courtyard of the brRD's house and speak to all the people of the towhdudah
who come to worship in the house of thekb. Tell them everything | command you; do not omit a
word. Perhaps they will listen and each will turmdm his evil way. Then | will relent and not bringn
them the disaster | was planning because of thd 8wy have done.” Can you sense the heart of God
sincerely wanting His people find tiine Way out? Can you relate to this?

Have you ever watched a movie or read a book tloatidvembarrass you if you could see Jesus
who is always with you? Ever spoken or written dgyou wish you could take back? Ever failed in
your Christian duty as a parent or child, studenteacher, manager or worker, lay member or church
leader? Then you understand why Daniel later =af@ in his classic prayer about the sins of Hisma
“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps loigemant of love with all who love him and obey
his commands....” In His heart of hearts God had already forgivem $ins of Daniel and the whole
world in view of the coming ChristRomans 3:25f) God’s forgiving love in Christ makes us obediendl a
honest to confess with DaniéWe have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked have
rebelled; we have turned away from your commandsidaws. We have not listened to your servants
the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kingsr princes and our fathers, and to all the peopé
the land.” (Daniel 9:4-6) We all are guilty: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory o&od, and
all are justified freely by his grace through theedemption that came by Christ JesugRomans 3:23f)
Confess your guilt to God and you will find Godigerflowing with grace and mercy to forgive you.
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God’'s Word is not like clipping coupons or croppipgotos to keep only what you want and
throw away the rest. That's as nutritious to ysoml as eating paper coupons for dinner, ketchumtr

What's killing America today begins in her churchest only whais being said, but thsilence
Many seminary professors train pastors to denyt tgast ignore the Trinity, the virgin birth, theity of
Christ, and all miraculous power-works of God ie Bible. Many Americans gladly pay salaries of al
who say“what their itching ears want to hear.”(2 Timothy 4:3) And if you think you're really any
different by nature, just wait until one of yourspars or a synod official or fellow Christian adngires
you. A wife is angry at her husband, and her pdsts to remind her God says to respect your haksban
That does it; now she’s done with churcHusband, love your wife as Christ loved the churcwhich
means especially those times when she’s obviousigreer like you:“Too much to ask; I'm out-a here.”
Christian, don’t rob God of tithes and offering8e as generous to God as He’s been with y@h, the
church is always talking about money; | work toachéor mine.” Suddenly, no matter what your sinful
nature’s objection, you can’t see tBme Way out. Satan smiles at wickedness in high places aad th
lowly swamplands of America. We prove how quickave to bypass th@ne Way out.

¢ High stakesin (vv.4-6)

My sinful nature does not like correction any bettean yours. So this really amazes me about
the God of the Bible. God does not give up on itteee He keeps sending His messengers — fellow
pastors and officials; men and women, sometimes kith remind me of God’s Word. God keeps calling
us to repentance. His kindness calls each of tigmofrom our sinful ways in repentant faith, éising to
God’'s Word, then working in faith-born love to pgutinto practice. For he does not willingly bring
affliction or grief to the children of men.”(Lamentations 3:33)saiah calls this God$strange work... his
alien task.” (28:21) He corrects our sin and disciplines us in orddsléss us with grace and peace.

“Say to them, ‘This is what the &RD says: If you do not listen to me and follow my lawhich |
have set before you, and if you do not listen te thords of my servants the prophets, whom | have se
to you again and again (though you have not listeh)ethen | will make this house like Shiloh and thi
city an object of cursing among all the nations tife earth.” ” Shiloh was the first place of worship in
the Promised Land, but destroyed because of Isregbellion and sin.

Everyone sees high stakes in our American elecbah,compared to eternal souls? That's the
main reason we want to save unborn babies andtieilpmothers and fathers too. Life is our oniyei
of grace to come to repentant faith in Jesus, tbddis one Savior. We havdigh stakes in eternity
here. And God works one miracle of grace afterttmroby sending faithful preachers of God's
righteousness today just as He kept sending Highgts for centuries to His chosen, stubborn natfon
Israel. He keeps us preaching even to unrespohsias in hopes of turning blood-bought souls lack
their good and gracious Creator before the lastpet sounds. There is still hope for America todAg
repentant Christians, each of us can apply Godixynay speaking out, speaking up, speaking clearly
God’s saving message of law and gospel, sin antegnaGod’s one and only Son, the Savior of all.

God is like a fireman, calling from the ladder, iif@b out here! I've got you.” Would you refuse?
Demand that God say, “Please™? Dear heart, finat goul’s satisfaction in God’s free grace and favo

The LORD’s love is great; His mercies never fail. Theylwié new for you on election morning
and all the days ahea@amentations 3:22)Even when the worst happened to Daniel, his diseand others
of God’s chosen people in succeeding years, Goddatidail. In fact, the Holy Spirit inspired Jerein to
write one of the Bible’s most comforting passageddwish exiles. You'll see this on Christian altt
over the world:“l know the plans | have for you,” declares thedrb, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a futurg2b:11 Niva4) If the election goes your way, let your joy
be mixed with fear; Judgment Day will end all ebriloy. But let godly fear be mixed with hope; dss
lives and rules all things for your eternal happsieHeaven is our home. Hope in Christ secumaeri
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