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Love One Another

¢ for God’s glory (vv.31-32)
¢ for our good (vv.33-35)

In the Name of Jesus, our loving Lord and Savieardellow servants of God and each other:

Is it “kitty-wampus” or “catty-wampus”? My eyes,nhean. One points one way, this another.
Without any biological connection my stepfathenge® were similar. He told stories of working the
service counter at the lumber yard and confusirggocners. One thought he was talking to her, ben th
he’d switch eyes — back and forth just to confusegte. Such fun! He fit right into our family.

Now imagine a huge door with crowds streaming Aaman is motioning people away. pointing
over there. He shouting, but you can barely h@ar HDon’t come in here! Go over there to....” But
the last is lost in the crowd. You look over tharel a lesser crowd is streaming into a somewhallem
door. And another man is pointing them away. “Doame in here! Go over there to....”

Look closer. The sign above the really big dogrssdWorks.” The sign over the smaller big
door says, “Faith.” Paul is pointing away from “Ws.” James points away from “Faith.” Many
theologians still insist Dr. Martin Luther hatedwss because he called James’ Bible book “an eqttle
straw.” But Luther always included James in higr@n translations. Luther quoted from Paul and
James as Holy Scriptures. Few notice the tiny feiddor between them. It sayfive One Another.

¢ for God’s glory (vv.31-32)

Both James and Paul are pointing away from thedhreasy doors, left or right to the tiny middle
door. Very few find it because the way is steeg @atky. It's so narrow, you can only go througte @t
a time. So low, you have to get down on your knedduch like when husband and wife argue
themselves into that tiny little box, each accuding other, “You don’'t love me!” “You don’t resgec
me!” Two sinners each accusing the other of Sty one way out, through the tiny door, one dtreet
on your knees. The two preachers are saying, “Ommhe in here! Go over there to Jesus.”

When we go to Jesus, we find complete unity betwbenprophets and the apostles and every
faithful preacher. Our Lord in this text is in thgper room with His disciples. It's “Command
Thursday,” or, “Maundy Thursday,” if you prefer thaditional Latin. Jesus the Master just washex H
disciples’ feet, then saidNow that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed ydeet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. | have set you an exanthkg you should do as | have done for you. | tetiy
the truth, no servant is greater than his masteQms a messenger greater than the one who sent.him
Now that you know these things, you will be blesgegbu do them.”(John 13:14-17 NIV84)

But before our Lord can explain further, Peter watat know who will betray Jesus. So Jesus
identifies Judas as His betrayer. Our text isabtun the NIV84 section entitled, “Jesus Predietter’s
Denial.” So much fot.ove One Anothert So muchfor God'’s glory! They all claimed.ove!

Jesus literally told Juda$yhat you are about to do, do more quickly(EHVY) Jesus would
lovingly give up His life for us on the cross —@bd'’s time and place. Themhen [Judas] was gone,
Jesus saidsomething to shine the light on the Triune God thé&@a Son and Holy Spirit. Here in John
(13:32) the Holy Spirit is pointing to God’glorification in all Three Persons by the crucifixion and
resurrection of the Christ. The Fatlvaitl be glorified in the Son because Jesus’ death and resurrection
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display the Father’'s independent, invincibleve for sinners. Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Man,
will glorify God Himself in Himself by paying the ultimate price in self-sacrificeGod the Holy Spirit
will glorify Jesusmmediately by using this message to warm cold hearts withGbed News of sins
forgiven.

“Whoever does not love does not know God, becausd 1S love.”(1 John 4:8) God’s glory is to
love sinners like Judas and Peter, me and youusJept trying to get through to Judas with His all
forgiving Love until Judas cut himself off by suicide. Peterenjed. You and | are here in repentance
today too. We're one-by-one on our knees at thatow middle door to be saved not by our works, but
totally and alone in the mercy and merits of Je&Shast. God is glorified when we trust what He has
done for us instead of trying to varnish the rulbycod’s grace by our feeble works. Here is wheee w
find peace and rest in what God has done for uspnehat we try to do for God*And so we know and
rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whardives in love lives in God, and God in himd John
4:16 NIv84) No matter how easy that popular door of “Workspegrs, eternal death and fire are on the
other side. Look to Jesus Christ alone. Don’tpayaurself in filthy rags. Take Jesus’ shiningesb
“Come in here!” cries Wisdom at the tiny door ladxel Love One Another. All for God’s glory and...

¢ for our good (vv.33-35)

If our spiritual eyes were only “kitty-wampus,” mag/we’d have a chance. But God’s Word, the
Bible, tells us we are born dead and blind. “Gatgmpus” would be like zombie moviesZembie
Apocalypse, Fear of the Walking Dead. A little Google search will give you all sortsaxvice about how
you can survive a zombie apocalypse, includinglitte tidbit that you'll have to set aside your rab
compass. All good fun? Like that video that weinal? Two brothers were convincing their sistar o
the way home from the doctor that they had to talgor measures to survive a zombie apocalypse. Her
pain killers had not worn off. The radio guy sdidlwas mean — but hilarious.” What's terribly areis
how Satan takes blessings like entertainment astcadis the living from the Apocalypse of JesusisEhr

Rise above the death of morals. Rise by faithdw fife in Christ. James is not pointing to
“Works” as if they can save. James is pointing yasvam the broad easy door of dead “Faith” without
works. According to all of Scripture, including@and in Luther’'s faithful preachingfFaith without
works is dead.’[James 2:26)Faith alone saves, but faith is never alone. &anit come to church and say,
“I have faith,” then go home and ignore your neighb needs, or refuse to help at church, or rob God
tithes and offerings. Dead faith can’'t save yoy more than walking and eating brains saves zombies

Our society is so sick and disgusting, dying sakjyibefore our eyes. Don't just survive, come
to Jesus by faith in Him and thrivéFor it is by grace you have been saved, throughtlfia—and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not byorks, so that no one can boast. For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good ksmrwhich God prepared in advance for us to do.”
(Ephesians 2:8-10 NIv84)Good works are necessary, but not for salvatiimey are evidence of faith.

While doing good works that God created you toldten to Jesus’A new command | give you:
Love one another. As | have loved you, so you mose one another. By this all men will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one anotherlt’s not new chronically, because God has been saying
this from the beginning. But it isew in the sense that Godlsove in Christ through you for others is
renewing and invigorating for them and you. Yégeels good to give God the firstfruits. | loveiting
my first check for God because it helps others I&ad’'s Word and come to life by faith in Jesus.efTh
their good works ofove grow like fruit on a tree, feeding the hungry, pat physically, but spiritually in
Sunday School and Bible Class, opening more misdimproclaim God’s grace in Christ.

Yesterday in the store a husband and wife caugheysy They must have been married a long
time, but still they were smiling at each othécove covers over a multitude of sins(i Peter 4:8) Don't
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veer off to the broad and easy door on either dide follow God’s Word to the narrow, middle door
through Christ.Love One Another—for God’s glory, for our good. Lord ofLove, live in us! Amen.
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