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Grace and Peace from the Risen Christ

¢ Weworship Him in triumph. (vv.4-6)
¢ Wewait for Hiscoming. (vv.7-8)

In the Name of our crucified, risen and gloriousiSaJesus Christ, dear fellow redeemed:

Isn’t it amazing how we human beings can mess thimg? Once | was carefully explaining to
my little brother and sister not to spill the baaasplit | just bought them in Mom’s car. Theydised
until Ramona said very respectfully, “Mark, youtieping yours. It's about to spill on your lap.”

Dreadfully amazing is how theologians can muck ugeBinterpretation, even some who — Thank
God! — do recognize the Bible is God’s Word, insdiand inerrant. Any of us can easily get things
backwards. What's supposed to be literal, some fajuratively; the figurative some want to intexpr
literally. Today's text from Revelation can lookurky to us. What can make these waters clear?
Answer: First, don’t stir them up. Then let therds stand as God gives them. The first verse of
Revelation literally says;God showed his servants what had to happen in soghtime, and he
symbolizedéonuavev) it, sending his angel to his servant John.Scripture interprets Scripture. God’s
Word makes itself clear to us through other Bildsgages. God wants us to understand because lde has
very specific goal in mind. God wants to giveGrsace and Peace from the Risen Christ.

¢ Weworship Him in triumph. (vv.4-6)

“John, To the seven churches in the province of Asi..” Find them up on a map of Asia Minor,
what is now Turkey, and you can see these wereQieastian churches. They had members and pastors
and problems like churches today. In RevelatioB,2he Holy Spirit inspired a short letter to edoh
help them stay faithful to Jesus. Again, thisli$acause God wanted to give them this awesonte gif

“Grace and peace to you....”Years ago a short-lived TV series nametarus Man had an
episode dealing with “grace.” So depressing! Thkept asking, “Are you worthy of grace?” Like so
many churches today, the religious group in thensh@s trying to say that you must be worthy of
“grace” before God will give it. Meanwhile, theli3¢ says to Christian$As for you, you were dead in
your transgressions and sins....For it is by graceuybave been saved, through faith—and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by worlkso that no one can boast(Ephesians 2:1,8f)Sin-dead
corpses cannot be “worthy of grace.” That's whe Bible shows us thafraceis God’s undeserved love.
Even more preciselygraceis that special quality in God’s heart that makes ity and save sinners.
God'sgraceis totally independent of yours or my reactionttoGraceis! Gracegives!

And wherever God'gracelives, there we find it's sweet, sweet fruit: Ge@eace This is so
much greater than “peace” between nations. Gpeé&ceresults where God ended the war between us
sinners and His holiness. Our whole Lenten seasmleading to God’s Good Friday sacrifice for sin
that washed it all away with Christ’'s holy, presgdalood. Easter morningiumph confirmed it. When
God’'speacerules your heart, guilt runs away, turmoil diesq &fe is atriumph of God’s sweegr ace.

All this comes from the Triune God. The Fatheidentified first: “Grace and peace to you from
him who is, and who was, and who is to comeGod is absolutely unchangeable. Tlerb revealed
Himself to Moses at the burning bush,AM WHO | AM.” (3% WX 7a%) His Name Yahweh
literally means, “The One Who Is” — as opposedItdh& idols people make up in their minds. God’s
unchanging love means He cares as much for us taslggesterday and still will tomorrow. From all
eternity God’'sggracehas been working to bring us Hisacefrom the Risen Christ.



“The sevenfold Spirit’(NIv84 f.n.) is doing His awesome work with Word and sacraméle see
evidence of the Holy Spirit's work today as our gguwrother, Nathan Dott, is ready to publicly casfe
his faith. The Holy Spirit brought Nate to faitlhh Baptism and has used God’s Word at home, inftdith
church attendance and more recently with instrastimm theSmplified Catechism to strengthen and
confirm his faith. The angels around God’s thranlébe rejoicing with us today at Nate’s Confirriaat.

“Grace and peace to youfrom God the Father, from God the Holy Spirit, difim Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness....” Everything God wanted Jesus to reveal about Gagst Jesus
did. God’s loving kindness and tender mercy wéwngags on display in Jesus’ life and ministry. Bt
was God’s wrath at sin, His anger at anything fakbypocritical. All that sin of ours was cruciiievith
Christ on the cross. All sin is forgiven becaussu$ is'the firstborn from the dead.” How beautiful!
“Firstborn” means Jesus is one of us, the perfect, sinlessofddod born of the Virgin Mary.
“Firstborn” means more will follow in glorious resurrection fdt who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Since Jesus even ‘ithe ruler of the kings of the earth,”it's so comforting that Héloves us.”
All the warmth and tenderness of a mother’'s lowe, $trength and confidence of a father’'s love, far
beyond the best a human heart can offer — thabdssGinconditional, self-sacrificing love demonstrated
in this: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us(Romans 5:8) Before we could even think about
trying to be “worthy of grace,” God’s grace alreaght it done. TetéAeoton —“It is finished.”

How can we help it?We worship Him in triumph. Jesus has made (t® be a kingdom,”
ruling with Him by our prayers from God’s right lthon the throne of heaven. Since He also made us
royal “priests,” we can come to God directly by faith in Jesus. i$leéhe only Mediator we need, no
saints, no one else, just Jesus, and not only myaigrr ourselves but for everyone, for our cityuidi,
our country as wéserve his God and Father — to him be glory and pevior ever and ever! Amen.”

¢ Wewait for Hiscoming. (vwv.7-8)

Butwait! This sermon isn’t over yet. You are preachimg test of this sermon every day of your
life as you eagerlyvait for His coming. We keep calling to our community, we keep sayjogetly to
our friends and family;Look, he is coming with the clouds.” Just as the angels said to His disciples
after Jesus ascended from the Mount of OlivEEhis same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you havendem go into heaven.[Acts 1:11 NIV84)

Some still insist they do not believe in Jesuseylthink the Bible is corrupted, as if it's no lestt
than their own books, newspapers, magazines. ®&ukgow the answer for everyone who says, “I don't
believe.” Just look them in the eye and say redggc “You will, my friend, you will. |1 hope angray
you believe in Jesus before it's too late becaessery eye will see him, even those who pierced.him

That's such a gory word in the original Greek. Butxplains why Jesus could say to Thomas,
“Reach out your hand and put it into my sideJohn 20:27)“Pierced” in the Holy Spirit's Greek original
literally meando dig out a hole. Apparently, the soldier thrust and twisted theas through Jesus’ heart
and lung to make sure He was dead. That was his But on Judgment Day that same soldier will see
the One whose side ldeig out with his spear. Hopefully, he was one who like Roman Centurion
confessed;Truly this was the Son of God!(Matthew 27:54) For all who fail to repent during their time of
grace in this life will not get a second chance/erly day now is a “second chance.” That's why &g s
“While there’s life, there’s hope.” But if theyfuese to repent and believe, God will finally givesin
their wish to be without Him. And that’'s wligll the peoples of the earth will mourn because loin.”

Is this doubtful? Not at all*So shall it be! Amen,” says the Lord God.

But Jesus is not done with us as we live out tisé géthis sermon.”l AM the Alpha and the
Omega,’the “A to Z,” “says the Lord God, who is, and who was, and whaassome, the Almighty.”
No one can snatch us from His powerful hands, peefor us, ruling in glory.We wait for His coming
even as we enjo§race and Peace from the Risen Christ. Let your life be thémen yes, Amen!
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