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God’s Servant Was Stricken by God

¥ to carry our sorrows (v.4)
¥ to be punished for our peace(vv.5-6)

In the Name of God'’s Servant, our Savior Jesusst ldear fellow redeemed:

A few weeks ago after our Midweek Lenten service ohthe grade school kids asked me two
very good questions: “Why do we need another laéine? Can’t we just translate word-for-word?”

Why we need another translation involves copyrigeties. The King James Version was the
Bible for the English speaking world for about A@$ars, yet it was revised several times. The Gans
Bible for 1000 years before that was the Vulgatg,ibwas in Latin. And Jerome muddied many of the
verses of salvation by grace alone through faitimalin Christ alone — as the Vatican required.thin
1950's when Americans were struggling to understaedold King James English, Lutheran pastors and
professors of our fellowship saw the need for #hfal translation in modern English. One Seminary
professor even started working on it. But the adstime and travel was too high. Since the 1970’s
we've depended on the New International Version,their charter requires updating the English, Wwhic
can leave us with copyright problems. For a ldngetthe only major denomination not translating the
Bible were the Lutherans, except as individual$tarf§e because Martin Luther was one of the major
scholars who influenced men like Tyndale to tratesiiato the English which eventually became the KJV

Is all this confusing? It certainly can be. Butavwe don’t want to confuse in the least is this
central truth from the heart of the Fourth Seng@mng of Isaiah:God’s Servant Was Stricken by God

% to carry our sorrows (v.4)

Our young Bible student’s second question is rigitpoint too. “Why can’t we just translate
word-for-word?” The first verse of our text camutnstrate for us:

“However,Surelyhe himself bore owsicknesses/weaknesses
and our sufferings—he carried them.

But we-eurselves considered him tgob@ishedstrieken,
smitten by God, and afflictet!.

Trying to get a computer program such as Googlestator to give us a word-for-word translation
would not sound like good English. The word ordedifferent: Hebrew wants verbs first, Germart,las
English middle. Plus the translator must oftenad@between several English words. The first vadrd
this text (DX) can mean, “but, however, surely....” There isrargj contrast from last week’s texie
was despised and rejected by men, a man who kneef gnd was intimately acquainted with suffering.
Like one from whom people hide their faces, he vdespised and we thought nothing of him.”

“But...!” there’s a good reason why the Suffering Servatit@loRD looked so bad. And it was
not His fault. Tonight we find out it's all becausf us! Yet this Hebrew word2g) is not the usual
word for “but” because it also measareness, trutland strong assertive force How do we choose?
Here tradition can help us. Some of you may hhigerusical tradition ringing in your head already.
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There was a young boy in "i&entury England who impressed nobility and eveeymho heard
him improvising on the organ. He could just sitvtioand make up the music. In his 20’s he became th
best paid composer on earth. At the Royal Acadeimusic, Londoners fought for seats at every dhne o
his performances. But finally his music went otistyle, leaving him nearly bankrupt. All the putsd
were certain his inspiration was gone, his bestdegre over.

One morning in the mail came a script with the vgoficbm many different Bible texts. They
began with Isaiah 40;Comfort, comfort ye my people.” They also included words from this text:
“Surely, he hath borne our griefs and carried ouosows....” On August 22, 1741, the aging musician
shut himself in his London home and started conmgpsiusic for these Holy Scriptures. Twenty-three
days later, he emerged with one of the most famoarks of music still sung in parts and in whole by
choirs throughout the world. You’'ll even hear latsl pieces in the music of TV commercials. Eveeyo
who has heard thilessiahby George Frideric Handel, remembéiSurely, surely, he hath borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows....Surely, surely..””

But there’s more than tradition here for that fingird. Everything that follows is absolutely sure
because God makes no secret about our sins. Hendbéry to sugar coat or deny them. From thdeBib
beginning we see how sickness and suffering caneetlis world because of Adam’s rebellion against
God in the Garden. Not just our bodies suffer,dauthearts from broken promises — disappointddvie
and relationships. And our souls feel anguish bseaf guilt. Yet God in mercy instead of punighus
for this suffering and grief sent His ServafiBurely he himself bore our sicknesses, and our feuings
— he carried them. But we considered him to be mim@d, smitten by God, and afflicted.Knowing this
was God’s own Son, we have to ask, why would GaaigbuHim? Why strike Him with the soldiers’
hands and finally afflict His soul so cruelly oretbross?God’s Servant Was Stricken by God....

¥ to be punished for our peace(vv.5-6)

How would you feel if someone stepped up and velergd to pay a huge traffic fine that you
could not cover? Say your semi-truck ran off tbadrand did huge damage, but the insurance company
said it was all your fault — and they would not p&ut someone else did. Our debt to God begamwhe
we were conceived in our mother’'s womb and runsstop with evil thoughts and undone good deeds
until the day we draw our last breath. How do \ag gebt like that? We could not. So God stepped u
His Son, God’s Servant, volunteered.

“But actually, he was the one pierced because of oebellion, he was the one crushed because
of our iniquities. The punishment to bring us peaees upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
All of us like sheep have gone astray. Each oneusfturned to his own way, but the LORD executed
on him the iniquity of us all.”

Doesn’t that help when sleep runs away becausee/deeling guilty? Does not matter what for.
No need to make excuses; don't even try. RemenhigetorD's Suffering Servant is also your Good
Shepherd, always out searching for His lost sh&gpen He finds you cast down in near despair,
shivering cold in the damp wind, His strong hanttsybu up. He gets out his flask of brandy to mar
you up and get your little tail wagging again. MayHe scolds a little. “Why did you wander off aga
you naughty sheep?” But you can hear such lovgisnvoice and feel it in His hands still showing th
marks of the nails where He poured out His bloadyu. He'’s taking you going home. And that means
that at every age of your life, even if the wholerld thinks you're a washed out “has-been,” tlerb
God is still seeking, still loving you with all Hiseart. Sometimes you just need a few days alatie w
Him — like George Frideric Handel who continuesbless us with God's Word set to music in his
Messiah “Surely, surely....” Oh, sosurelyChrist for us all. Amen.
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