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Remain in My Love

¢ complete joy (vwv.9-11)
¢ enduring confidence (vw.12-17)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, all blessed mother through whom God gave you life:

Every year at this time the warnings go out forapheers: Mother’'s Day can be very difficult for
some. As much as | appreciate the reminders,rdaly don’t go far enough. We need to be awaa¢ th
this special day can lose its luster if a coupleuering from infertility or sterility. But therare millions
in our country now who wake up to the sorrow tlnayttook the life of their unborn baby. One woman
says she grieves on every anniversary of her alpgiut still insists that no one can take away‘hght
to choose.” Once | heard a lawyer debating a pbopber about a father’s lack of parental rights. He
cannot keep his child alive, but he is requiredavwy to support that child if the mother choosetetat
live. “It's just bad law,” the lawyer argued. Miyend and classmate, Brad Mattes at Life Issusstirie,
has counseled many men grieving the loss of theliorn children, sometimes because of their own
insistence on abortion, often because they hadyo ¥/herever God gives love and life, the old &
is determined to destroy it. Some of his miniorekenno secret of their love for Satan and theireloat
toward God. And along comes Jesus, the Lord efdifd the Lover of our souls. With one sentence He
silences all our fears and soothes our heartaclesemain in My Love —My Love for...

¢ complete joy (vwv.9-11)

“As the Father has loved me, so also | have lovediyRemain in my love!’if you treasure my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | fetreasured my Father's commands and remain in
his love. | have told you these things so that my joy may iheyou and that your joy may be
complete.”(w.p.) Jesus gives more than fickle happiness basedppehangs. Jesus giveemplete joy.

That's why this is such a fine Gospel lesson fottihdo's Day, especially for those whose mothers
abandoned them or were distant and uncaring. Gbsgpel lifts the hearts of silent sufferers of itifiey
or sterility. Hearts that miss their mother orryefor a mother’s love can find great comfort indZo
endearing, enduring kindness and tender mercy.didise heart beats beyond the best of the kinaledt
most caring mothers. God said through His holy pebdsaiah: “Can a mother forget the baby at her
breast and have no compassion on the child she base? Though she may forget, | will not forget
you! ' See, | have engraved you on the palms of my hantis(isaiah 49:15f)

Love beyond mother-love is what the Father haddisreternal Son Jesus Christ. And that same
eternal love Christ brings to us for ocomplete joy. He wants to fill our hearts to overflowing even
through our tears of heartache and loss. JesasuredHis Father's commands all the way to the cross.
There He poured out His blood to wash away thediadl, including murderers, abortionists and tese
pro-lifers who fail to pray and take a stand fde.li Now Remain in My Love by treasuring God’s
commands. God’s commands shield us from sadnessgraai caused by sin.

But there’s another reason dear to the heart of Geatlier Jesus saitEEveryone will know that
you are my disciples because of your love for eatter.” (John 13:35 Luther)Faith in Jesus shows in love
for others, especially the family of God. “Faitlorge saves, but faith is never alongieper) As we
remain on Christ the vine, our faith goes to warkhe action adventure of our everyday lives. Moty
Spirit reminded us last weebohn 15:1-8how fine wine comes from stressed vines in drgkycsoil.



“In this world you will have trouble,” Jesus warns His disciples in the next chapter.ridiyo
trouble always tempers the joy we have in Jesus sBice He is our good and gentle Shepherd, efach o
us can confidently lie down and get up in the ¢etya“Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all
the days of my life.”(Psalm 23:5) At last,“the ransomed of the brD will return. They will enter Zion
with singing; everlasting joy will crown their head Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow
and sighing will flee away."(Isaiah 51:11 NIV84) This world’s dry desert keeps sapping the mogsfrom
our joy. But Jesus keeps refreshing us with His Word samtament. “Free refills!” Pastor Gawrisch
likes to tell his Catechism classes. Y@s,this world you will have trouble. But take he#rl| have
overcome the world.{John 16:33 NIv84) Jesus displaces life’s sadness witinplete joyand...

¢ enduring confidence (vw.12-17)

“This is my command: Love one another as | haverédl you."*Greater love has no one than
this: that he lays down his life for his friends.(w.p.)

Hollywood has had great success corrupting the mgasf “love.” Our American culture talks
more about “love” than any other. Yet our viewl®0® out of phase with God’s trueydmnn-love in
Christ. Our “love” songs and “romantic” movies dileed with pain because our best view of “love’ i
based on “loving you as long as you keep doing wiedtes me feel good. Fail that, | go to wafBut
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: Whive were still sinners, Christ died for usThat's
self-sacrificing love.“And he died for all, that those who live should Honger live for themselves but
for him who died for them and was raised agair(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:15 NIV84)

Living for yourself is dangerous and deadiYAnyone who loves his life destroys it. And the one
who hates his life in this world will hold on to ifior eternal life.” (John 12:25W.P.) The word translated
“life” here ispsychethe self, the mind, where decisions are decidedchoices made. Christ says those
who love to have their own way, demand their owoioss, follow their own will are self-destructing.

The Inuit of Canada and Greenland have an unusapltevhunt bears. They take a piece of wolf
bone, sharpen both ends to a point, coil it, amea tineeze it in blubber. They place it on the gathars
follow, and then wait. After a while a bear waddteown the path, spots the blubber, and swallowslé
just killed himself. Every step, every movememtyses that sharpened bone to slash his big beaacto
inside. The Inuit follow the bear. When he figadbllapses from internal bleeding, they pouncéion.
The person who insists “my way or the highway” éstioying himself every step he takes.

What a contrast Christ’'s love for us! Remember dtwry of the two rangers surveying after a
forest fire? They found the charred body of a rapten standing rigid by a burned out tree trur@ne
of them tapped her with his foot, and she fell ov@ut rushed a bunch of tiny chicks. She hadasprer
wings to shield her little ones as the fire ragexiad her. So determined was her mother-love!

That's what Jesus did for us by placing Himselfam®n us and the fiery wrath of God. We play
with matches whenever we love ourselves instea@axf and our neighbor. We fight and quarrel like
lightning that sets the forest ablaze. And thémeds Jesus, calling us to come and find sheltdenHis
wings. He does not ask who started it? He knows'svto blame, but He willingly took our shame on
Himself to give us thenduring confidenceto do the same for each othéYou are my friends if you
continue to do the things | command yotrl no longer call you servants, because a servanesimot
know what his master is doing. But | have calledwfiiends, because everything that | heard from my
Father, | have made known to yod®You did not choose me, but | chose you and appaingeu to go
and bear fruit — fruit that will endure, so that th Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
These things | am commanding you so that you lovee@nother.” Here we stay in Christ. Amen.
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