S#1579

John 15:1-8 CWsS761
May 3, 2015 — 8 SUNDAY OF EASTER Pastor Mark A. Cordes

Like Brancheson theVine

T Pruned to be productive (vw.1-4)
T Gloriousfruit from God (vv.5-8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

It was last Thursday evening toward the end of anemdous meeting of our Board for Lay
Ministry. The brothers were very concerned thatnagch information as possible be given to the
congregation to understand how important our Votaeeting is today. | smiled and told them, “Thes
one reason | love being a pastor; | get to shasetithings.” They couldn’t hear me laughing insidien
delight. | didn’t want to prolong the meeting wiletails, but the Holy Spirit saw all this comingdaput
today’s sermon text in my worship planning montge.al can’t think of these things. | often doeiten
know what to pray for. But our good and graciouxl@®ves to blesimmeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is absk within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for evendever! Amen.”(Ephesians 3:20f NIV84)

It was Thursday evening of Holy Week, Maundy-Maed@bmmand Thursday, when Jesus spoke
these priceless verses on their way out of Jenusede/ard the Mount of Olives. Jesus was aboubta p
out His heart to our Father in heaven before Hegqumbout His blood on the cross to wash our sinsyawa
He wanted us to see and feel how close we realyoaGod: Like Brancheson the Vine.

T Pruned to be productive (vv.1-4)

Over the centuries God’s chosen nation of Isradllbecome like dcorrupt, wild vine.” (Jeremiah
2:21 NIv84) False prophets had led them away from God witmees that sounded so good and relevant
in people’s ears, but were filled with lies thefe@chers made up to make them feel good. So Jésus,
Son of God, sets the record straight with one & fdmousl AM statements in the Gospel account of
John: “I AM the true vine, and my Father is the gardenér. God the Father and God the Son are so
intimately connected along with God the Holy Sginiat they all work together to save us.

“Every branch that does not bear fruit, he cuts dff There have always been souls like Judas
who were taught God’s Word but did not listen wiith. Their ears heard, but their hearts rejetied
message of repentance and solid trust in Jesuisrferand eternity. These the Fathauts off.”

“And he prunes every branch that does bear fruig that it will bear more fruit.” My coach in
college asked me to prune his pear tree. “Whentlymk you're done,” Coach Thompson said, “go over
the branches again and cut off more.” So | didnthsked him what he thought. “Do it again,” hiel.sa
“When it looks almost bare, the sap will go inte few remaining branches and bear great pears.”

Friends, if that pear tree could sing a song whth grape branches the Father prunes, they'd be
crying, “You cut me back so hard | feel naked aateb Do you really know what you're doing?” Don't
you feel that way sometimes? Don'’t we as a coradiag feel God’s disciplines that takes away brasch
who looked so fresh and green and leafy? But @avénly Father knows what He is doing. For
Christians and for congregatiobhgke Branches on the Vine we’re Pruned to be productive.

When God’s pruning shears start cutting away brasdn your life, don't feel the Lord is
punishing you. Jesus say¥pu are already clean because of the word | haymken to you.” Pruning
in the Greek original also meansdeanse A vine like a pear tree is “dirty” with suckeramches poking
out here there and everywhere. They suck up thesa bear no fruit. With God’s Word Jesus prunes



clean tobe productive hearers and doers of God’s Word. He washes awasimgiand cleans our soul in
Baptism. He wants our families and friends to fe@k kindness and love when we take His Holy Supper
of fresh forgiveness. So Jesus ségemain in my, and | in you. A branch cannot bedruit by itself;

it must remain on the vine. Likewise, you cannady fruit unless you remain in me.”

A pastor wanted to illustrate this to his congregat Early one Sunday morning he cut a branch
from his grape arbor and took it to church. Befa@ship even began that branch had withered. The
pastor was amazed how quickly it happened. The® isue of our life with God. Either you are aitech
growing on Christ the VinePruned to be productive and bearing fruit for God, or you are dead and
dying, withering away fruitless like Judas who flpdell into despair. God wants better for you:

T Gloriousfruit from God (vv.5-8)

“I AM the vine; you are the branches. The one whemains in me and | in him, this one bears
much fruit, because without me you can do nothingMore times than | can count this word of my Lord
ahs sustained me in my personal faith life and eayise as a pastor at New Life. From the very
beginning kind hearted members have been sayiragtoP, we need to get you some help.” There’s been
so much work to do, so many opportunities in ouncwnities and world wide mission of the WELS,
that added staff always seemed desirable. HavihgsJour Administrative Assistant, coordinatingro
vibrant lay ministry has been a huge help — readist of our Lord keeping His promise to béaruch
fruit” for Him. Sadly, I've found that if | push too haot some perceived need or “really bright idea” of
mine, | usually wish | had waited. I've seen hothey congregations can suffer from pastoral stef t
does not work well together. More staff does rextassarily mean mofeuit for God. But isn’t that part
of our problem. We think of bearing our puny-mindedit for God instead ofGlorious fruit from God.

It's frightening to think how far we could go in 10gin if we fell off the Vine of our dear Lord
Jesus, or if our heavenly Father were not so skiitf His gardening. Jesus sayi,anyone does not
remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch andtlers. Such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned.” As Jesus warns against false prophets inSgignon on the Mount'Likewise
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad trearkéad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruithd a
bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree thatedonot bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognizehem.” (Matthew 7:17-20 NIV84)In a productive orchard or
vineyard it's not far from a dead, fruitless treevime — to the fire. From this our Lord has saued

So what should | do when I'm falling short in owte, wishing | knew more about worship,
longing for training in long range planning — batking the time to do more? Here’s my Savior'sagrs
for you and me in our lives together with Gatlf you remain in me and my words remain in you, ks
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.Again and again, as I've turned my worries anegsa
over to God, He has provided help, often by briggnew members to New Life. I'm amazed how the
gifts He gives our newest members even surpassebeés | perceived. God is good! And now He has
brought us to where we can seriously consider gdalipart-time associate pastor, even showing orme wh
wants part-time ministry and is especially skillecgtrategic planning, outreach, and worship.

All this can bring you great comfort in your perabfife too. Many of our members are carrying
burdens on their hearts for loved ones who aremitbtthe Lord. We take our Lord’s warning aboug th
fire seriously for ourselves and in fear for stryfamily members. But remember, dBaancheson the
Vineg, it is by God that we arBruned to be productive. And we branches cannot make ourselves or
other branches be&ruit for God. Jesus reassures UBly Father is glorified by this: that you bear
much fruit and prove to be my disciples.”Trust God’s grace to guide you in loving deedd &md
words as He graces us wiilorious fruit from God. Pray, praise and give thanks in God’s Word —
always bearingsloriousfruit from God asBrancheson theVine. | am His + He is mine. Amen.
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