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Thanksgiving Promises

¢ You will beenriched in every way.
¢ Your generodty will generate thanksgiving.

In the Name of Jesus who became poor to make luisdearly redeemed believers:

Last Sunday two things happened that reminded merlah we are, but not in ways the world
would consider. One was a young boy in the corajieg asking me again about Children’s Lessons.
He wants to help. | explained about one comingnseloen our anniversary art is completed.

And what else could it be but the Holy Spirit makias rich with another question that really
amazed me. If you heard last Sunday’s sermonnyayiremember the Lord saying through His Apostle
Paul,”And then the end will come....1 mentioned thigoal (tehog) appears in Jesus’ Great Commission
recorded in Matthew 28:20. Jesus promises litetallbe with usall the days until the gathered goal of
the ages. (naoog tag uépag fwg tfic cvvtedeiac Tod aidvoc) OnN the Last Day Christ the King will bring
everything swirling together, all the lines of pawevery current of opinion, each little life livédr God
by faith or by unbelief against God. All will bethpered together in Christ on Judgment Day. Like a
vortex drawing water down a drain, God’s powerriading everything to its finagénd (cuvtereiag) at His
own time, for His eternal purpose. So our memB&ed, “Thatre)log is not related to what Jesus said on
the cross when He died is it? What was that word@&ieotan — It isfinished. Yes! Jesus was literally
saying, “I've reached thgoal (tekoc) of bringing salvation to all people.” A listenemembered that.

My dear friends in Christ, this is where all Gogi®mises are bringing us, to Godisal (tehog) of
getting us home to heaven. But these are not ifpithe sky” Promises only good for the next life.
Thanksgiving Promises mean that here and now....

¢ You will beenriched in every way.

One of these days we'’re going to read all of 2 @bran 8, 9 together and let that be our sermon.
For now, | hope you'll take a few minutes this Tksgiving to read these two encouraging chapteisd G
was here accomplishing something which human gowvents cannot force no matter how hard they tax
their citizens or seize their property. There’sigae enrichment going on here that defies imaginat
where those with plenty gladly help those in neBdt it begins with recognizing your own poverty.

Let's say the Prize Patrol pulled up to your how#tt a check for a million dollars. “That’s one
visitor I'd like to have!” — like so many Americangou think? But then you discover why so many wish
they could get their lives back like before. Nothis ever the same. First, whatever you thoughtgatu
is cut in half by taxes. You may even become aetafgy taxes you never knew about. Many winners
have to move because your neighbors think you shoay their bills. Some friends leave; others pap
of the woodwork from who knows where. Suddenly y@ve money to argue about with your spouse.
Now expectations by your heirs just shot through ithof. And that dream that money could solve all
your problems proves to be a lie. With the Priag®t at the front door your quiet life went ouétback.

Greedy people with lots of money and property camjoy it. They're constantly looking for
more, hoarding what they have, and wondering wiey ttan’t be happy. Peace is gone as soon as they
can buy everything they want because things neaesfy and time is always short. Health runs away
with wealth. Greedy people may even want to kaepyehing for their children. “But what will | use
buy food?” they ask. Rich in this world cannotyaet poverty of the soul at the gates of death.



That's why this is priceless. Even with nothingeairthly value)You will be enriched in every
way. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christat though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty miglecome rich.”(2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV84)Jesus taught
us to sing, “Nothing in my hand | bring. Simply Tty cross | cling.” Not all the wealth of eartbutd
remove a single sin from God'’s record. Truly isheeen said, “Before God, we are beggars all.” lut
faith in Jesus Christ, you have the gift of Godihteousness. His forgiveness opens wide the dafors
heaven while you fling wide the portals of your ieaour treasures are all up there with God. Adisl
Promises are right here for you now, everything you need dgylay, and even this promiséDelight
yourself in the LOrRD and he will give you the desires of your heartFsalm 37:4 NIV84)

Dear Lord, in you | have all that | need. The ratbres of your grace can never run out. And all
this is not just for me, but for my children andugdchildren too.l was young and now | am old, yet |
have never seen the righteous forsaken or theirldren begging bread(Psalm 37:25 NIvV84) You be my
shopping mall, my grocery cart, the utility thatmitodireeze me out and the mortgage company thattwon
foreclose.“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give melpymy daily bread.”(Proverbs 30:8)

¢ Your generodty will generate thanksgiving.

Between here and Godgpal (tehog) of heaven, God’s got anothgoal (tehoc) for you. Did you
catch that in the second half of our vers&?u will be made rich in every way so that you cée
generous on every occasion, and through us your gr@sity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

This takes me back to one Thanksgiving many yegows &was at home, but felt really down. My
aunt asked me why, but | didn’t understand untirgdater. | wanted a family of my own and | wahte
know what to do with my life. | was finishing the$een years when God first teaches us to trust Him
with everything: your relationships, your educatigour career, your family and marriage — if Gad s
chooses to give these. And if not, to learn whameans that God fills all the gaps so that you lban
truly joyful in Jesus and at peace no matter winair \circumstances. Moses taught the Israelitesitabo
God’s peace in times of prosperity. Paul wroteudjoy and thankfulness from prison. Jesus showed
how only one leper out of ten actually came badk wincere thanks to Godl hanksgiving is a learned
skill: putting God’s Word together with real liexperience and then overflowing in rigener osity.

Poor people often know this joyfgenerosity better than the rich. Earlier Paul wrote about the
Macedonians like Lydia and the jailer at Philigi@ut of the most severe trial, their overflowingyaand
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosior | testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely oneih own, they urgently pleaded with us for the
privilege of sharing in this service to the saintdnd they did not do as we expected, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keepwith God’s will.” (2 Corinthians 8:2-5 NIV84)

Isn’t that the key? Give yourself first to Godethto His people in selfless service and Chrig-lik
love. You can't stay lonely when you're busy hefpothers overcome their loneliness. We’'re surrodnde
by miserable people who need to know what you kabaut Jesus Christ. He’s their Lord and Savior
too. Why crawl inside a lonely shell when you abhé busy helping them see Jesus our eternal fiches

That's why we're here enjoying new life in Chridt ldew Life Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Shoreview, Minnesota. Years ago generous WELSsGdms gave thank offerings to God to spread the
Gospel of forgiveness. They supported the schobére your pastor was trained, then paid the ftaigh
support our family while the congregation got itars Their Thanksgiving now generates more
“thanksgiving to God” because here we are. Our gifts are joining thesrghe joy of Jesus spreads and
grows. God'sgoal (tehog) is fast approaching. Hi$hanksgiving Promises power our way home.
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” Amen.
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