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Safely to His Heavenly Kingdom

T Deserted (w.9-16)
T Strengthened (w.16-17)
T Rescued (v.18)

In the Name of Jesus our Lord and Savior, deasvietieirs of the Lutheran Reformation:

Ever hear the expression, “Hindsight is 20/20"Piany ways it's not true. Looking back on your
life, “Should-a...Would-a...Could-a...” might feel likeoy'd-a done better. But we often make the same
mistakes. Likewise, hindsight says the US ande8livon WWII. But only those living at the time kno
the fear of civilization hanging in the balancenlYpGod knew how it would all turn out. You might
think the Reformation had Luther confidently preaghto smiling faces. But history shows how
vehemently Luther was opposed by government anctbhufficials loyal to the Pope in Rome. Our text
is from the last of thirteen God-inspired letteysthe Lord’s Apostle Paul. Do you picture Paultimg at
his desk in a comfortable office with his favoniten? Mail the letter and off it goes? Not quitdere is
a miracle for a believer in confident hope that ®@oltlbring usSafely to His Heavenly Kingdom.

T Deserted (w.9-16)

Paul’'s “office” may not even have been a lonelyspni cell. Piecing together the Biblical record,
it's clear this was Paul’'s second and final impmis@nt in Rome. According to Christian traditioruPa
spent his final days in the Mamertine Prison befoeang martyred by the cruel Emperor Nero. If #hat
true, he was lowered into a cistern which must rewelled like an outhouse. At the very least Raul’
prison was a dungeon, way below the seediest motetan imagine.

Yet Paul has no complaints about his living candi. His heart is aching for his spiritual son.
He writes to young Pastor TimothyDo your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, aese he loved
this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessaeh. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bringm with you, because he is helpful to me in my
ministry. | sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you cqrbeng the cloak that | left with Carpus at Troas,
and my scrolls, especially the parchmentsDemashad been a faithful worker, but worldly love drove
him to desert Paul. Faithful coworkers like Crescand Titus were away working. Doctor Luke
accompanied Paul on missionary journeys in Actsstaged during Paul’s last imprisonment. Mark who
deserted on the First Missionary Journey, was aiftctnter of a rift between Paul and Barnabas on the
Second. But the Lord had matured Mark to wherd ®anted his help. Tychicus probably carried this
letter back to Ephesus to replace Timothy. If beld come quick before winter, Paul needed the warm
of his cloak against the cold stone walls and threlwvhich always seemed to get inside old buildings

Paul warns Timothy about Alexander a metalworkBut again, no bitterness. The Lord would
deal with him for strongly opposing God’s messdgeugh Paul. Leave vengeance to God.

Christians everywhere suffer loneliness and paftou bear the cross of Christ. Martin Luther
after publishing his German Bible was condemnedinaggy Roman Catholic officials. Then they
republished Luther’'s German Bible under their ovame and called it great! Luther commentgé@m
satisfied and glad that my work (as St. Paul alsadts [Phil. 1:18]) must be furthered even by emsni



and that Luther’s book, without Luther's name botler that of his enemies, must be read. How cbuld
avenge myself better?” Paul and Luther rejoiced when God’s Word spread.

T Strengthened (w.16-17)

Our Lord Jesus says not to fret at persecutionpaisdn under the cross. Jesus kept His Word for
Paul in spite of standing alonéAt my first defense, no one came to my supportf bueryone deserted
me. May it not be held against them.¥What love would flow through marriage and famifyall of us
learned to pray for each other this way: “Lordgfee __ for this sin.” How could Paul be so geus
and kind when friends and family failed? Paul dat rely on people. He had real hope and héRut
the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength,tlsat through me the message might be fully
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. Andvas delivered from the lion’s mouth.”

Your chances of dying are absolutely ZERO until ltbed’s time comes to call you home. Many
a soldier has fought fearlessly because nothingt@ach you unless God lets it pass though His pvin
hands. You too have be&rengthened by Christ Jesus again and again. He took away guilr by
dying and insured your eternity by rising againowNJesus sends His Holy Spirit so that every time y
read or remember your Bible or hear a Bible classeanon, our loving Lord gives strength to younlso

So it was for Martin Luther at the Imperial Diet\@brms(1521) Posters all over the city pictured
a goose because that's the meaning of John Hussmabdurned at the stake a century earlier. Rome
wanted this young monk stopped. The Spanish guar@snmperor Charles V hissed “Burn him! Burn
him!” as Luther entered the council room. No dssgian was allowed about the pile of Luther’'s books
the table. He had to admit they were his. Bubbgged for time to pray about his answer to Rome’s
demand that he recant. After a night on his kriagker stood before papal legates and government
power to answerStrengthened by our Savior: “Since your majesty and your lordships desire aen
reply, I will answer without horns and without teetUnless | am convicted by scripture and plains@a
— 1 do not accept the authority of popes and cdanfor they have contradicted each other — my
conscience is captive to the Word of God. | cararat | will not recant anything, for to go against
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here | stdnggnnot do otherwise, God help me. Amén.”

T Rescued (v.18)

What separates Rome from the Bible to this day® iBmot complicated. It comes down to this:
The Bible says we are saved by Christ aloffealvation is found in no one else, for there is mather
name under heaven given to men by which we musséesd.”(Acts 4:12 NIV84) Rome says you need the
merits of the Church and saints over and abovesChHioly Scripture says we are saved by Chrigtelo
not by tradition or councils or theologians. Sélwais given by grace alone and accepted by fibthe
as a gift of God(Ephesians 2:8-10Paul, Luther and simple hearted believers alkthg back to Adam and
Eve areRescued by the sufferings and merits of our Lord Jesus €hrPaul hoped in Christ as he and
wrote last letter for young Pastor Timothy and tiBhe Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and
will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom.We too will beRescued for eternal joy.

Such is the strength of our Reformation faith wienfeel alone or deserted. We confess our sins
and give God all the credit for taking them awayl ajiving us in Christ the holiness He demands.
Rescued for time and eternity we rejoice to praise God.tHaewm conlcuded some sermons: “If we try to
say everything, you will get nothing.” With Pamé say:*To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
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