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¢ Unexpected Easter for Peter and Johnvv.1-5)
¢ Enlightenment to come (vv.6-10)

In the Name of Jesus, our surprising Friend, thedigogreat Light, dear loved ones in the Lord:

Sometimes you just don’t feel like Easter. Eanlgrning Easter Dawn you wish you had time to
clear the sleep from your eyes. A long Lenten@e#gr pastors can make it hard to crank up theggne
for Easter, much less the joy. Aren’t you glad itot about us — or up to us?

A young boy faced Easter in Russia at the heidhthe Marxist campaign against religion.
Instead of Easter worship the Communists requestegstyone to attend a sunrise rally including
teenagers. 10,000 people crowded into the arékmit was ending, the speaker asked if anyone had
anything to add. The place went silent. Thenstiaelent stepped forward. Near the microphone, d&e w
ordered, “You must only tell the truth.” You knomhat that means for atheists. Soldiers with rifles
stood ready to enforce “free speech” the Soviet. wHye boy waited a moment, stood up tall, tooleepd
breath and shouted at the top of his lufi@éyrist is risen!” Rifle shots shattered the morning as the boy
collapsed. But 10,000 people shouted béHk is risen indeed!™ Despite every effort to force out
Easter, they knew that beyond our risen SavioretieNo Greater Love ¢ In Life. See it firstin the...

¢ Unexpected Easter for Peter and Johnvv.1-5)

One of the most amazing things about the firstdtastthat the only ones who expected it were
Jesus’ enemies. The Jewish religious leaders seeveorried the disciples might steal the body daaht
Jesus rose as promised that they secured a Roraath tguwatch the tomb. Pilate’s seal with theialze
ensured against the hoax. Thank God! They gaveaus reason to believéie is risen indeed!”

But so did Jesus’ followers. The women sure diérjtect Easter. The other Gospel accounts say
they had a big concern going out to the grave gpilbes for Jesus’ body. They wondered who would ro
the stone away from the door of the sepulcher. Jéwes carved their grave caves into the rock from
about 100 B.C. to A.D. 100, and used a large flatesthat rolled in a groove to close the door. Al
one in northern Israel discovered accidently byghway excavation crew a few years ago. Because th
style of grave was used for such a short time goudte said there’s no question it was 2,000 yelars b
was the same kind Joseph of Arimathea made fordtimsut gave unused to Jesus. No way could the
women roll that stone aside to get into the graxeanoint Jesus’ body.

Whenever Jesus had tried to warn His disciplesy tfidn’t want to hear it. It's as if the
crucifixion part of Jesus’ prophecy was so distugoihat they didn’'t even hear Him say that on thelt
day He would rise again. They wondered what risiom the dead meant, but the mystery escaped them.

Imagine how Peter and John must have felt when M&gdalene rushed back to say that Jesus’
body was gone! The stone was rolled away and taeegwas empty? If the disciples had done that,
Peter would have been their leader...against cradpg of the Roman Empire...with his little sword that
could only cut off a servant’s ear. The story fdmsvish religious leaders paid the guards to ted wa
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ridiculous all by itself. And it does not fit tHact that a shocked pair of disciples raced oset® what in
the world Mary Magdalene was talking about. Like bther women, she seemed to have lost her mind.

The older Peter didn’t do much better in a footratth young disciple John, than he did with his
sword. Somehow every effort to assert himself besk John got there first, but bent over to look
inside. You have to really crouch down becausg the not carve the entry any bigger than necessary
The stone could only be so large and still be mblehy a couple men. So John looked and waited.

Personally, | praise God for the disciples. I'mKking in the mirror. | don’t always like what God
says about me in His holy Word, the Bible. How w@bgou? We're so slow to believe what He says!
Disease or sickness come our way, and we fear &bdd. Yet He promise8Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you.”(Hebrews 13:5) You wake up at night, sweating over something yaidl, or
something you forgot to do. Your conscience jughivlet you rest about some sin so long ago. Ne o
else knows — but God! And you forget Jesus’ kiratds were for you too. When they nailed Him to the
cross, He saidFather, forgive them.” (Luke 23:34) God says our sins are all forgiven. Easter shthat
this is true. But then we lose a loved one andhagpiness in life runs away. Yet therdNis Greater
Love ¢ In Life because God say$lessed are the dead who die in the LordRevelation 14:13)“And
surely I am with you always.{Matthew 28:20) Why are we afraid to die when Jesus promised imassl|
prepared, ready, waiting, guaranteed by biexpected Easter Oh, Peter! John! Look inside!

¢ Enlightenment to come (vv.6-10)

This just was not a grave robbery! When they libdiesus on Good Friday, Joseph of Arimathea
and Nicodemus wrapped His body in linen cloths vabout seventy-five pounds of spices. That was
Jewish burial custom, and they had to hurry becdliseSabbath began at sundown, about 6:00 PM.
Easter morning Peter saw those burial cloths cedldpon the stone bench where Jesus’ body had been
laid — as if Jesus passed right through them. Arddvdapiov, face cloth, that had been wrapped around
Jesus’ head, was still wrapped up, but lying righere Jesus’ head had been. They found more than a
orderly tomb. They found everything, absolutelemthing except Jesus’ body. Grave robbers would
not dare unwrap the face of a corpse because ofi¢iss of body fluids. They would just grab and run

As an eyewitness, John was convinced by the sfateeayrave that no robbers had stolen Jesus’
body. As the disciple whom Jesus loved, John tegbat“he saw and believed.”But he also admits
something which a myth writer or historical fabtmawould have no reason to say. John admits that
along with Peter,They did not understand the Scripture that he muste from the dead.”

For all the disciples and the women t&mlightenment was yetto come It would take multiple
appearances by Jesus to the disciples hiding frendéws behind locked doors, a fishing miraclehen t
Sea of Galilee, the opening of their minds to d3@0 Scripture prophecies about His life and migjstr
death and resurrection. Jesus would work on thatdirty days until His ascent into heaven from the
Mount of Olives. Then ten days later on Penteklestvould send the promised Holy Spirit as Counselor
to remind them of everything He had said. Thattsywohn could still remember Jesus’ words decades
later. The Holy Spirit inspired this fourth Gospelcount to fill in the gaps and corroborate Slymoptics
— Matthew, Mark and Luke. Easter did not depentheir feelings and neither did their faith.

So my dear friends in Jesus, Easter does not depehdw you and | feel about it. God did not
ask any of us if we wanted saving, because welreoablind by nature we think we’re fine — as i§lod
has to show us our sin in order to see our need &avior. God has to teach us that even if we waly
guilty of one bad feeling in our whole life, we wdwdeserve eternal hell from holy God. But God tsan
us back, reconciled with Him. And Jesus ChrithesWay. He wants us to shout from the mountgis to
in peacetime or through a hail of bullet€hrist is risen! He is risen indeed!”

Peter and John were willing to die telling the ituNo Greater Love ¢ In Life. Now you, grab
the microphone. Go and tell. Amen.
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