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No Greater Love# In Power?

¢ Over physical forces (v.1-14)
¢ Over spiritual darkness (vv.15-27)

In the Name of Jesus, whose Gospel powers ourtgalydearly redeemed disciples of our Lord:

How often does the Holy Spirit repeat the warnimgsod’s Good Book? The Old Testament
Proverb says;Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spiritfoee a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18 NIV84)
Sometimes it's shortened tride goeth before the fall.” A man with his own fall was Paul inspired by
God to write: “So, if you think you are standing firm, be carefuhat you don't fall!” (1 Corinthians 10:12
NIV84) Sometimes it's a harmless mess, as when an bfdérer was teaching younger siblings how to
eat a banana split in Mom’s car — neatly. Resp#gth younger sister interrupted, “You're spilliygur
ice cream on your lap.” Or you might attempt terste your distracting GPS, but not notice the car
stopped in front of you. Insurance can’t coveraiefassles. For our bodies and souls the only rea
insurance is God’s Word to humble and heal us. Asee our Savior arrested and arraigned tonight, we
revel once more in His unsurpassed love. Thekoi&reater Love ¢ In Power — first....

¢ Over physical forces (v.1-14)

Jesus our High Priest just finished His SacerdBtalyer(John 17) He prayed to His heavenly
Father for Himself, His Apostles and us with alli&eers who belong by faith to His hidden Churchatf
time. Across the Kidron Valley within sight of tAemple is the Garden of Gethsemane. In the pyivac
of its olive grove Jesus had often gathered Hisipliss. Already He had sweat great drops of blood
pleading for some other way to save us from ouws.sifihe Father’s silence said it clearly: The estfig
and death of His only begotten Son was the onlgaanfor our guilt and that of the world. It hado®.

Judas the traitor knew the place would serve ffiazsting Jesus away from the crowds. So he led
physical forces there from the Jewish religious leaders. He muastehfelt fairly invincible moving
quickly through the night with rattling spears awiords, torches and lanterns blazing. SellingsJésu
thirty pieces of silver would end his access todiseiples’ treasury. Judas just wanted Jesus.gone

How frustrating it must have been for Judas toctvaiesus for three years using His power to heal
the sick and raise the dead, but do nothing totalsge their profits or drive the foreign Roman adlers
from Israel. How could Judas have imagined a nd@appointing Messiah? Such a rabbi was not fit fo
teaching as far as Judas was concerned. Why hebge personal profit ushering Him out?

Was Judas convinced he himself was the best acowdd be? He missed the almighty power of
the greatl AM.” We need to recall how Jesus went out to Judashaqhysical forces. Sometimes
treatments fail our bodies. Friends and colleadak$o take our advice. Home and country maynsee
headed in the wrong direction. Jesus was not itterwvthen or now — not by the power physical
forcesat all. Aren’t you amazed how He went out to nteetmob? He asked twic®Vho is it you're
looking for?” As the eternal God, the grdaM, it took only Jesus’ Word to drive the soldierglbato
the dark underbrush and down to the ground. Thejdmot take Him at will. Their force was useless

Yet Jesus would willingly give Himself up to Higdwenly Father’s will. He volunteered to save
us from our sins. But once again Jesus’ leadplsevas getting in the way. Peter determined ferde
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Jesus at all costs. Have you ever wondered whgr Rets not killed? Surrounded by armed men, a lone
fisherman with a wild sword normally would not lestminute. But there was nothing normal about
Jesus’ arrest. It was illegal, unfair, and fullagjous on God’s part. He was determined to savi u
spite of Peter.”Put your sword into its sheath,Jesus told himThe cup my Father gave me — should

| not drink it?” Dr. Luke records how Jesttsuched the man’s ear and healed him(luke 22:51)

Jesus had power to heal and His holy Word to pire\But He could also summon myriads of
angels. Instead, He used His almighty Word to séigefrightened followers:“If you are looking for
me, let these men gofe told the mob. Jesus had prayed to His heaveatlyer,”l lost none of those
you gave mé. He gave Himself up#This is your hour — when darkness reigns(Luke 22:53)

¢ Over spiritual darkness (vv.15-27)

Darkness is the great enemy of our souls, isn’'t it? We rbayon fire for the Lord for a time with
family, friends and church members looking up tdarusespect and admiration. But just when we think
we are standing firm, we can fall most miserablike David with Bathsheba, or Solomon in his wealth
and wives, or Paul in his religious zeal as a Rleatior Peter in the courtyard of the high priest.

So cold and dark it was outside, but darker stdide Peter’s soul. Jesus’ warnings were muffled
under Peter’s proud confidence that he could go the heart of the beast for his Lord and come out
unscathed. How crafty the prince of darkness ptdeebe when the most dangerous individual amid all
those soldiers and officials was the servant ditha door. Like the glowing embers of their cloalc
fire, Peter’s faith could easily flicker and dieles denied even knowing Jesus as a disciple.

But Peter was not the only one whose soul wassof from spiritual darkness. The high
priest and officials had heard much of Jesus’ Wovet they rejected it. One of them hit Jesushia t
face. “Is that how you answer the high priest?” he demaadl Stubborn ignorance stuck gpiritual
darkness. Human logic and brotherly love could not brelatotigh. No Greater Love ¢ In Power was
needed to light the way'lf | said something wrong,” Jesus answered, “tetiabout the wrong. But if
rightly, why do you hit me?” A few months later the Holy Spirit reports thrbulguke in Acts: “So the
word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jealem increased rapidly, and a large number of
priests became obedient to the faitl&cts 6:7 NIvg4) Only God’s Word can enlighten sinful hearts.

Sadly, Peter’s denial was not over. For the mdrteseems he did not remember Jesus’ warnings
at all. How easily we forget what our parents padtors have tried to teach us in the Name of thrd!L
Bible passages that we so carefully memorized tec@dsm can slip away like a sinking ship in murky
waters if we fail to watch a pray. Bystanders wiagrthemselves asked Peter agé¥qu aren’t one of
his disciples too, are you?™l am not!” — denial number two fdithat man.” A more credible witness
who could find tharfa relative of the man whose ear Peter cut o¥"“Didn’t | see you in the garden
with him?” Denial three and the rooster crow — it all hagaeas our loving Lord predicted.

One great danger is relying on ourselves by thigkil am determined not to do what Peter did!”
Lent is prime time to examine our hearts. See whatsinful pride finally cost Jesus. We survey Hi
wondrous cross in favorite Lenten hymns. How estipeve sing in one final stanzd:ove so amazing,
so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my(allw125:4) Are we so sure of our dedication? The pastar of
church in London blurted to his congregation: “lsuarprised to hear you sing that. Do you know that
altogether you put only 15 shillings in the collentbag this morning?” Even in generous congregations
where God’s people give in cheerful faith, we né&un Greater Love ¢ In Power. Our Lord Jesus
forgives us with Peter. Christ guards us from tetpns regarding our time, talent and treasurdd
your faith with His Word.(Cf. 2 Peter 1:5-8) Keep on surveying the wondrous cross. And may’'$so
glorious grace light up our hearts and lives witttere praise by word and deed. In Christ aloAsien.
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