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No Greater Love? In Prayer?

¢ For Himself (vw.1-5)
¢ For His apostles (vv.6-19)
¢ For His Church of all time (vv.20-26)

In the Name of Jesus, our great High Priest, witiqpsays to God for us all, dear friends of ourrtdo

“Into every life a little rain must fall.” But soetimes it falls in buckets with no let up.
Sometimes every aspect of your life seems to badahpart. Either you messed up or it's beyondryo
control. How would God ever know what that fekigliif He had not come down to this earth to become
one of us? Jesus walked this “road of rock anddla sinner’'s road, for meltws715:2) And on the
way He teaches us an awesome lesson about God's Begyond Jesus thereN® Greater Love — In
Prayer. The Holy Spirit’s fourth Gospel account throulyfhn records Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. Here
He pours out His heaFRor Himself, For His apostles For His Church of all time — for you and me.

¢ For Himself (vw.1-5)

Jesus spoke these things, looked up to heaven aid, SFather, the hour has come.” Life is
like a funnel. At the top kids’ hours seem likeyslagoing round and round. But they move fasteroas
wish good times for teens could keep going. Thames work, responsibility, tests and resumes. oddl G
blesses you with a spouse and family, where ane theough hours in a day? Kids grow, generations
have their own hours, their own lives, while yolksep flying by. Time won’t stand still for
anyone...until that last final hour when you neetdéqrepared to meet your God.

Jesus was preparing — as God, to meet His Godratieer. But'the hour” of which He spoke
was the hour of suffering for which He had beerparig all His life, including three days in thengle
at age twelve, until His thirty-third year when tteanple of His body He would give over into death f
us all. He prayed for God’s plarfGlorify your Son so that your Son may glorify youor you gave
him authority over all flesh so he may give eterridé to all those you have given him. This is etet
life: that they may know you, the only true GodhcéJesus Christ, whom you sent. | have glorifieduyo
on earth by finishing the work you gave me to doow, Father, glorify me at your side with the gloty
had beside you before the world existedr’d fulfill God’s will Jesus prayed firdtor Himself.

In tonight’s Penitential Psalm 102 is a strangeesscription as old as the Psalm itsélk prayer
of an afflicted man. When he is faint and pours bhis lament before the @rRD.” (NIv84) This sounds
like good King Hezekiah when the prophet Isaialdl $&s days on earth were done. Isaiah’s infecteld b
would not heal. Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayedtte LORD, “Remember, O bRD,
how | have walked before you faithfully and with wkehearted devotion and have done what is good in
your eyes.” And Hezekiah wept bitterlyThe LORD answered His faithful king with fifteen extra ysar
His prayer of thanks includes this insighi8urely it was for my benefit that | suffered sudmnguish. In
your love you kept me from the pit of destructioppou have put all my sins behind your back....The
LorD will save me, and we will sing with stringed instnents all the days of our lives in the temple of
the LORD.” (Isaiah 38:2f,17,20 NIvV84)Hezekiah was given fifteen more years to worsh@LORD on this
earth. Then these bonus years of grace wouldvgayeto worshiping God in eternity for Jesus’ sake.
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¢ For His apostles (vv.6-19)

Jesus saw sufferingor His apostlesand prays: “Father, | revealed your name to the men
whom you gave me out of the world. They were yowsu gave them to me and they have guarded
your word. Now they know that everything you haveen me comes from you. For | gave them the
words you gave me, and they accepted them. Theynéshthe truth that | came from you. They
believed that you sent me.God’s Name-reputation is revealed in His HolylBjlthe truth that holy God
hates sin and sinners to6The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; You teaall who do wrong.
You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty anelceitful men the IORD abhors.” (Psalm 5:5)

“I am not praying for the world, but for those yolave given me, because they are yours.”
Hezekiah had seen what th®@RD meant when he got up one morning. The entire dasyarmy,
185,000 sadistic soldiers, all lay dead, slainthy Angel of the IORD, the pre-incarnate Christ, our
Redeemer. But now Jesus willingly gives up His t save us from death, hell and the deuvil.

On the way He prayedAll that is mine is yours, and what is yours is me. And | am glorified
in them. ™l am no longer in the world, but they are still ithe world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, guard them in your name which you gave ns®, that they may be one as we are one. While |
was with them, | kept them safe in your name, whighu gave me. | protected them and not one of
them perished, except the son of perdition, so ttiegt Scripture might be fulfilled.”

The*“son of perdition” was terribly disappointed in Jesus. He did notHisepowers for political,
personal purposes as Judas expected. Thirty pedclver, a slave’s price, seemed enough for duda
until his conscience caught up with him. He regdclesus as his Priest and Pastor, so he werd tmip
other pastors left, Jewish high priests. They wesponsible to God to hear the sinner’s confesaiah
absolve him of all his guilt. Instead they drowslds over the edge of despair as we heard in tiréhfo
part of the Lord’s Passion HistoryWhat is that to us? That’s your responsibility.’Judas increased his
torment by suicide. He botched his hanging, bhissintestines, and spilled his blood on the grotey
bought with the thirty pieces of silver. THaeld of Blood the Potter’s Fieldwas just outside the Dung
Gate which led to the Hinnom Valley, a.k.a. Gehenr@r centuries it had been a burning garbagepdum
the LORD's prophets used to picture the eternal fires df. h&ome ancient Jews and their kings had
sacrificed children in the fire there. From sucbsg, grotesque torment Christ came to save us all.

He prayed: “But now | am coming to you and | am saying theskirigs in the world, so that
they may have my joy filled up in them. | have givthem your word. The world hated them, because
they are not of the world, as | am not of the worldam not asking that you take them out of the viahr
but that you protect them from the evil one. Theyeanot of the world, as | am not of the world.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. Agu sent me into the world, | also sent them inteet
world. For them | sanctify myself, so they also mlag sanctified by the truth.”

¢ For His Church of all time (vv.20-26)

God planned better things for all who trust His:i3mrough the Apostles’ message. At the cost of
their own lives they witnessed to the truth. Evehn, though not martyred himself, suffered persecu
and exile for the sake of the Gospel. Jesus priyyaas who would hear thenfNot only for them am |
praying, but also for those who believe in me thghutheir message. May they all may be one, as you,
Father, are in me, and | in you. May they also beain us, so the world may believe that you sent me
The glory you have given me, | have given them. Magy may be one, as we are on@w.20-22)

Our world cannot understand this concept. Onbléeattempt was back in 2009. A book and
movie offered some “tough love advice for othervgsgart women on how to tell when a guy just doesn’t
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like themenough so they can stop wasting time making excusea figad-end relationship.” According
to one sourceHe’s Just Not That Into Yois “the best relationship advice you'll ever rigeg’

Hollywood can’t grasp the loving relationship ob@for His people. He wants you to understand
how He feels about you from all eternity. God ddigt one and only begotten Son because both at@ “in
you.” Christ came willingly, set aside the fulleusf His power and laid down His life for us allhe
Father loves Jesus for His willing sacrifice for uSheir hearts are so entwined that Jesus S¥ys},
Father, are in me, and | in you.” And Jesus brings us into this intimate spirigétionship when He
prays: “l in them, and you in me. May they be made complgtone, so the world may know that you
sent me and loved them even as you loved me23) God is “thainto you”!

“Father, | want those you have given me to be witte where | am. Then they will see my glory,
which you have given me, because you loved me leefloe world’s foundation®Righteous Father, the
world did not known you, but | knew you; and thekaew that you sent mé°l made your name known
to them, and will make it known, so the love youMesfor me will be in them, and | in them.”

Peter was a sinner like us whom Jesus wanted kith Though their sins were similar, Peter
had something Judas did not. Peter saw Jesuss dadar saw Jesus again on this earth. His time of
grace was done. God finally gave Judas what hdedaneternal existence without God, nothing less
than eternal torment in hell. But in spite of Patelenials, when Jesus turned and looked at haterP
knew God in His mercy and grace. Peter underspaogonally how'mercy triumphs over judgment.”
(James 2:13)The only way to know God is through Jesus ClifistSon our Savior.

When Adam rebelled, he sent all of humanity flydayvn the highway to hell. God built an exit,
one way off, in the wounds of Christ-crucified amgen. To take an exit takes faith. You havertsit
what’s off that way will be better. The dear H@pirit is still up on the highway flagging folks wa
and calling to all:“Follow Jesus Christ. You can trust Him. Look whade did for you!” Get off with
God. Pray for His grace to keep you in the famitillyou can check in to heaven’s eternal reséiind
courage in Christ’s High Priestly Prayer. Jesusdleeady been kneeling here as your great Higs®ri

Beyond our Lord Christ, there iéo Greater Love ¢ In Prayer. Amen.
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