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No Greater Love — In Good Fruit?

¢ The fruit of perseverance (w.1-11)
¢ The fruit of forgiveness (w.12-27)

In the Name of Jesus, God’s fruitful Love, deadgeemed disciples of our Lord:

Vineyards are still seen in the Holy Land with Bilstories back to Noah after the Flood around
2500 B.C. The Holy Spirit used pictures of grajrees and vineyards to teach many lessons to God's
people through the prophetaiah 5:1; Ezekiel 19:10; Psalm 80:8-19)ur dear Lord Jesus does the same for
us tonight. We listen with His Twelve disciples thre way to the olive grove at Gethsemane. We dind
treasure of wisdom and encouragement that besedes Jhere islo Greater Love — In Good Fruit

¢ The fruit of perseverance (w.1-11)

Jesus continues with anotiférAM”  statement showing Himself to be the one true Gorhfall
eternity. “I AM the true vine, and my Father is the vinedress Every branch in me that does not bear
fruit, he cuts away. And every branch that does b#&ait, he prunes, to make it bear more fruit.”

During my college years | was asked to prune a pea. The owner told me after | had cut off as
many branches as | thought | should, to go ovagdin and cut off more. If that pear tree coulk, ti
would be crying, “What are you doing? Look at thk leafy branches you cut off! | looked so good
before, but now I'm a bare stick!” Even after btlght | was done, the owner told me to go overtltiral
time. “This tree bears beautifully with good pmugi” Sure enough, that season was succulent with f

God is not punishing when He prunes us. He delighproducésood Fruit in us by faith. Jesus
says: “You are already clean because of the word | haymken to you. Remain in me, and | in you. A
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it remasnn the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit weds
you remain in me. | AM the vine; you are the branek. The one who remains in me and | in him bears
much fruit, because without me you can do nothinf.anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown
away like a branch and withers. Such branches ga&thered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whaeyou wish, and it will be done for you. In this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit ahprove yourselves to be my disciples.”

Imagine being a teenager in the Holy Land when’&wadath brought the Babylonian Captivity.
Refusing to worship the idols, your three friendsrevthrown into a fiery furnace, but Jesus kepffitiee
from singeing their clothes. Years later yourdellrulers hated your success and had you throvenant
lions’ den. You persevered in prayer, telling Kireg, “My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths
of the lions. They have not hurt me, because | Wwagnd innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever done
any wrong before you, O king.(Daniel 3; 6:22) Daniel persevered by keeping faith in the con@gist.

Now our Savior shows His unsurpassed love by nguss to beaGood Fruit in praise to God.
“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved yoeniain in my love. If you guard and treasure my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | lmguarded my Father's commands and remain in
his love. | have told you this, so that my joy miag in you and your joy may be completeWe guard
Christ’'s commands like Daniel and are still aresbé=l byThe fruit of perseveranceto this day.
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¢ The fruit of forgiveness (w.12-27)

Christ's command is so simpléL.ove one another as | have loved you.Yet how many families
can love like Jesus? And what family failed aserably as Jacob’s. He showed favoritism by giang
coat of many colors to Joseph. When Joseph’s érstthrew him into a cistern instead of killing him
they said;'We’ll see what comes of his dreamsHow could the whole family bow down to Josephrafte
he was sold into slavery? The teenage boy wassoamel and intelligent. His master’s wife tried to
seduce him, then falsely accused of rape. Whairaato be forgotten in prison for nearly twentyrgéa
Family hatred and violence instead of I@@enesis 37-4Q)yet God always keeps His promises.

The Holy Spirit who kindled faith and kept hopévalfor Joseph nearly twenty years uses these
powerful words of Jesus to produtke fruit of forgiveness “No greater love has one than this, to lay
down his life for his friends. You are my friend$ you do what | command. No longer do | call you
servants, for a servant does not know what his reast doing. But | have called you friends, because
everything | heard from my Father, | have made knowo you. You did not choose me, but | chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit thatill endure. Then whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he will give you. This is what | commanoduy Love one another.” Joseph did not choose to
be his father’s favorite. Nor can we choose tdaiseiples of Jesus Christ. Jesus chooses to givheu
full blessing of His love — as if there were no @ige to love. Because of Jesus, you are Godtzitav
So am |. Infinite love loves infinitely to produtee fruit of forgiveness

Thanks to God’s grace, Joseph is a great exanhphescfavorite Bible passagée‘All things work
together for good to them that love God, to themondre called according to his purposeRomans 8:28
KJV) When father Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers felaisedengeance as Prime Minister of Egypt and
pleaded for mercy. Their forgiving brother ansvderéDon’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for gomdaccomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives.”(Genesis 50:19f NIV84)We are still because God kept His promise of\vadsdrom sin.

But don’t expect people to be impressed by al fuodness and love from God. Jesus gave His
disciples a reality checkilf the world hates you, you know by experience thahated me first. If you
were of the world, the world would love its own.liStbecause you are not of the world, but | have
chosen you out of it, the world hates you. Remembéat | told you: ‘A servant is not greater than $i
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecutel too. If they kept my word, they will keep ysuas
well. But they will do all these things to you bers®e of my name, for they do not know the one who
sent me....In this way the word is fulfilled which isritten in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me for no
reason.” When you follow Jesus, expect hatred from thisldvand eternal victory from God in Christ.

A pastor wanted to demonstrate Jesus’ picturdnificongregation. So one Sunday morning he
cut a branch from his grape vine and took it torchu But he noticed in only a few minutes befoee h
could even get to church that the vine had withededd as could be. So it is for us branches Jétus
the Vine. Lose your connection with Him as a tgemaand you lose the power that propelled Daniel i
faith’'s perseverance and Joseph in faith’s forgdgsn God’s Word warns that you could lose youhfai
forever. God would rather have you stay fruitfaltbe vine even if He needs to prune away somewf y
leafy friends and sucker branches. But you willagls have God’'s wisdom in His Word. As long as you
remain in Jesus, He promise8Vhen the Counselor comes, whom | will send to yisam the Father,
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Fatherehwill testify about me?’And you also testify,
because you have been with me from the beginning.”

From youth to old age God wants to bless us waacp in forgiveness and rich fruit of purpose
and blessing in our lives. He promise&hey will still bear fruit in old age, they will &y fresh and

green, proclaiming, ‘The IORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickexhs in him.” ” (Psalm
92:14f NIvV84) Stay as branches on the Vine and eloyGreater Love — In Good Fruit Amen.
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