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Held by God’s Goodness

T Tolive is Christ
T To die is gain

In the name of Jesus, our Advent Lord and Savieay doved ones of Phyllis, and especially you, Polf
my good friend and brother in the faith:

It's always interesting to me where the Holy Spwill lead when | ask Him for a funeral text.
What Word of God will most clearly capture the Idéthe dear one now safe at rest with God? These
words from Paul’s letter to his dear Philippiangevthe Lord’s answer in my waking moments the other
morning. Reading the entire letter today suggestsPhilippians was also one of Phyllis’ favotieoks
of the Bible. So much of it applies to her in sany beautiful ways. Let’s meditate on God’s grace.

From house arrest, chained in Rome, the Lord’'ssfipdPaul writes to dear Christians back in
Philippi, Macedonia. They supported him so eagerlyrothers like the jailer at Philippi, sisterkeli
Lydia, successful business womaaxts 16) From the start they enjoyed with Paul a fighrtnership in
the gospel’which | too have enjoyed with Phyllis and you forrmany years. We grew together in grace
because God kept bringing us back to His lovinglkess and tender mercy that forgives us day by day
and forever. Our confidence has been rewardeleé who began a good work in you [has carried] @ t
completion until the day in Christ Jesusvhen our dear Lord called Phyllis home to Himself

With Paul, | say;l have you in my heart’becauséyou share in God’s grace with me....I long
for...you with the affection of Christ Jesus.” That's why | sincerely thanked Phyllis for callimge
Tuesday evening, asking me to bring her Holy Comomn The Lord was answering Paul’s prayer for
us: “that your love may abound more and more in knowtgl and depth of insight..., pure and
blameless until the day of Christ, filled with theuit of righteousness that come through Jesus Céiri
to the glory and praise of God."Now Phyllis is enjoying the real presence of $aausod’s house.

Phyllis would be the first to tell you that nonfetlois was her righteousness, not by works. IiI's a
God’s righteous through the perfect life and inmicdeath of our Lord Jesus Christ. She received th
righteousness by God’s gift of faith and it showed.the verse before our text, Paul expressestipe:
“that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have #icient courage so that now as always Christ wik
exalted in my body, whether by life or by deathThe NIV translation;sufficient courage,” can also be
rendered putspokenness, frankness, plainness of speech. Wasn't that one of the things you toatbve
and admire in Phyllis? She reminded me of the srstiof my classmates in high school at Mobridge,
SD. So far from home for Thanksgiving and Easteaks, they mothered me. Farmers and ranchers
wives know how to give you the unvarnished truths | loved them as | loved Phyllis for that. You
always knew where you stood. And she was alwaysdgtg with our Lord and Savior Jesus. Stand by
Him, you stood by her. That’s what it meant fouRa&hen he said}For to me, to live is Christ....”

“If you have any encouragement from being unitedtWwiChrist, if any comfort from his love, if
any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tendernessid compassion, then make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love, being one inrg@nd purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit, but in humility consider others tter than yourselves.This mutual respect flows from
faith in Jesus. As God from all eternityje humbled himself and became obedient to deatleven
death on a cross!Therefore God exalted him to the highest place ayale him the name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knemukhbow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Chgdtard, to the glory of God the Father(2:1-11 NIv84)



T To die is gain

With all thisTo live is Christ, what does it mean when Paul sdyig die is gain™? Paul says
that he has not experienced this yet. He just lenthat two positive things have a grip on him froath
sides. It's the way Phyllis talked about wantinggb home to heaven, but not wanting to leave Pmif.
How could anyone decide between two positives tile@@? How blessed we are to Held by God’s
Goodness As God brought you two together in marriage difey years ago when you first committed
your hearts to one another, so God has kept Hisdogrip on you throughout these years. To thig da
He still has not let you go. He never will. Tastmoment you are botHeld by God’s Goodness

The rest of Paul's letter gives us some wondarfsights into what Phyllis is enjoying now in
God’s gracious presence. She knows by experidratd ® die is gain Paul counted every earthly gain
as a self-righteous Pharisee “asbbish, that | may gain Christ and be found in hi, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the lawt that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God and is by faithwant to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in hisuferings, becoming like him in his death, and so,
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dga(3:9-11 NIv84)

Phyllis no longer has to say,..somehow....” She knows how. At last she’s home in total
communion with God. Faith has been replaced bjtsigHope by fulfilment of our most eager
expectations. Feelings all wrapped up the fullrggsy which is hers now, nestled in the hearGaid.

Paul gives sincere advice to us who still strudggdee below. “Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, | press on towattktgoal to win the prize for which God has callegem
heavenward in Christ Jesus. By faith in Jesus we have received God’s righteess. All He sees in us
is the credit He gave when He raised Jesus frondelae, the credit He wrote in our account in heaven
There all Christ’'s merits and Christ’s alone cotorteverything. He sanctifies us to do good waaks
grateful evidence of our faith. So Paul writdst us live up to what we have already attainedDo the
things that show you are a believer. Comfort threasving and grieve with those who grieve. Gotslif
our minds above earthly things becatiger citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly awaitSavior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the povileat enables him to bring everything under his
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that #y will be like his glorious body.(3:13-21 NIV84)

When we see Phyllis after the resurrection onLést Day, she will be more bright and beautiful
than ever on this earth. We too will enjoy gladibodies like Jesus’ body, as long as we contioyoeit
our faith in Christ alone as our Lord and Savibr this hope;To die is gain

Now the Lord says through His ApostléRejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again:
Rejoice!” There, at home at last with God, our joy will bemplete and overflowing.“Let your
gentleness be felt by experience for all. The Lasdnear.” (TPA) Christ iscoming near now in His
Word and sacrament, coming again soon in His Seanddinal Advent to judge the living and the dead.

Society worries and frets about evil. But throlRgul, God saysWhatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatei® lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such thingg/hatever you have learned or received or heard
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. Andetlisod of peace will be with you:8-9 NIv84)

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everythin by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And geace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jes....To our God and Father be glory forever and
ever. Amen.”(4:6-29 NIvV84)
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