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Triumph in the Living God

¢ Over marriage (vv.27-36)
¢ Over death (vw.36-40)

In the name of Jesus, God’s Champion for our baaiekssouls, dearly redeemed children of God:

Sometimes people coming to church for the finstetitired and weary can get a little frustrated.
They may very well be Christians who already tinsiesus as their Lord and Savior. By faith they a
confident they will go to heaven when they die.edehing to them about the hereafter may leave them
hungry for help in the here and now. If a cartbobble suddenly appeared above their head, it might
read: “How can God help me in my relationshipsadd My family needs help, and my marriage! How
can God help me cope with real life?” Medical canms can cloud the sun too. For good, practical
counsel and encouragement, | thank God for bringmgtoday. Our dear Lord Jesus invites so kindly,
sweetly,“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdenedddrwill give you rest.” And this is the
best‘rest” of all, “...rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28f NIV84)

Ancient believers like Moses could see thhe LORD is a warrior.” (Exodus 15:3) He is the
Savior-God whd'holds victory in story for the upright.”(Proverbs 2:7) His holy Apostle Paul prayed for
God's people in today’'s Second LessdiMay the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love dnChrist’s
perseverance.(2 Thessalonians 3:550d’s grace and mercy want youTwwumph in the Living God....

¢ Over marriage (vv.27-36)
That may sound strange for a happily married pdsteay: Triumph...Over marriage . But this
is one of the priceless insights the Holy Spintea&s in this text. We need this! Our societgosfused
about marriage. God wants people to see the higske intends and honor marriage. This blessedeest
is not the problem. As people of God we need oudéns lifted and our sins forgiven in marriage too

Years ago, one of our elderly brothers said, “Gbgé,” to his wife, and we laid her to rest. In
spite of some challenges he really loved her arsbexi her terribly. He came to me one day feeling
confused and guilty. He had met a kindheartedresst really too young for any romantic relatiopshi
but he felt guilty because he liked talking to hete was lonely. The Holy Spirit led us back ie Bible
to the beginning.The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alonewill make a helper
suitable for him.” (Genesis 2:18 NIv84)Our brother was relieved that God cared abouhé&l for female
companionship. The one time during the six daysreition when God saitl,..not good...,” the man
was still alone. After God created the woman fittve man and gave her to him in marriage, tbe
said,“Very good.” (Genesis 1:31)But was it okay for him to enjoy the young wonsobmpany?

Now here’s an insight from our text: You canivalys get straight answers from religious leaders.
We need to listen more to what God says about agariand less to the “authorities” — secular or
ecclesiastical. God’s Son reveals how we Tanmph...Over marriage in one of its most difficult
aspects: separation. Let’s face it. If your mage isn’t happy here on earth, you might be relieby
this. And if it's so wonderful that love for yogpouse is threatening your love for God, He canecor
you and save your soul for heaven. God’s gracenardy want to lift us up.

Some of the religious leaders of Jesus day wesadfully wrong. This was Tuesday of Holy
Week when Jesus’ enemies were ganging up on Hshdme Him before the crowds. They hated each
other, but they hated Him more. They wanted Hiradde So the Sadducees who denied any life after
death wanted to nail Jesus while sticking it tarteaemy Pharisees at the same time. Understandhi
Sadducees insisted the only true Jewish Bible wasels! five books of Genesis — Deuteronomy. So
that’s where they went for what they thought wobkdthe perfect scenario to destroy Jesus’ cregibili



The law of the land said that if a man died cleisdl, an unmarried brother should marry the widow
and count the first son for his dead brother’s.h&ounds strange to us, yet God used the Le\ligateto
protect families and give everyone a place in thenf’sed Land. But this Sadduceen scenario seems
obscene: “Now there were seven brothers. The first one madia woman and died childless. The
second and then the third married her, and in thamse way the seven died, leaving no children.
Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at the resection whose wife will she be, since the sevenaver
married to her?” Can't you just see them sneering at Jesus? y&oDidn’'t we, Rabbi?”

If you want to know your Savior better, watch Jesmder fire. He's always at His best when
enemies try their worst. Jesus fights to win, beeaHe’s fighting for you, your peace of mind, your
confidence on Judgment Day Teiumph in the Living God. So the Word of God Incarnate answers
with their favorite prophet Moses. He will put thein their place and help uSriumph...Over
marriage too. Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry ancaiven in marriage. But those who
are considered worthy of taking part in that age drn the resurrection from the dead will neither
marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no Iger die; for they are like the angels. They are
God’'s children, since they are children of the resection.” All earthly relationships will be
superseded, changed up to for the full family oiGdarriage is God’s blessing here and now. Ne on
has the right to burden a spouse about not marryingn they’re gone. God sets you free to seek
companionship if He ends your marriage in death.idows, widowers and Christians in difficult
marriages can feel relieved. Christians in greatrimges can keep a clear focus on God’s etermal lo

¢ Over death (v.36-40)

Our Champion Savior was not finished with thesérgghteous religious leaders. Now Jesus
goes on offense.“They are God’s children, since they are childrenf ¢he resurrection.” The
Sadducees were dead wrong to deny the resurreckoo their own favorite Moses, Jesus the Prophet
to whom Moses and all the prophets pointed, laygtos simple proof:“But in the account of the bush,
even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he cdiés Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the Godtloé dead, but of the living, for to him all are ak.”

(cf. Exodus 3:6) By the time Moses lived, the Patriarchs — Abrah#&aac and Jacob — had been dead
nearly 700 years. Yet theokRD God speaks of them as still alive. They had tapert in the first
resurrection by trusting in the coming MessiahlesrtSavior. So when they died, they went right to
heaven, as Jesus promises for all believers. Qus $ive on after this body dies. And whetherpegish

at sea or scatter our ashes to the winds,Loting God will gather the molecules on the Last Day.
According to His own promise, He who raised Himdetim the dead, will reunite our saved souls in
glorified bodies to enjoy life with God in glory estasting. Everyone will be close in heaven.

For the young and the restless, the healthy aadvemalthy, God wants you friumph in the
Living God — Over death It may seem a long way off. So what else can Godhdb to let sickness
come to our little ones, to help us see how fratjitereally is? How else can God get our attemtio
except through storms and disasters and sufferiiy@ must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.”(Acts 14:22 KJV) Like a championship coach or a commander of spéaices, God
knows we need the hard times to help us reach éh$ @f good times everlasting. Christ’s big vigtor
over death helps calm us for real life challenges.nAs the scribe told Jesu8yell said, teacher!”

Since we know the victory in Christ, we can faoes fearlessly. Unless the last trumpet sounds
first, someday your loved ones will lay you to re$take comfort in Jesus who went this way befdte.
leads us through the valley of the shadow of d&affriumph in the Living God . His angels will carry
you home. Heaven'’s gates stand wide open nowdor YAnd just inside is the smiling face of Him who
holds your heart from the day of your Baptism. afiinfaith will have its reward. There in His eygsu
see the infinite love of God. Your soul sighsefief. Home at last! And then you hear the chregriAll
around your Savior dear are countless throngs gélarand believing loved ones already home in glory
They’re cheering for Christ and they’re cheeringyfou. SAINTS TRIUMPHANT! Amen.
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