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Power Trip

T Human limitations (vv.1-10)
T Divinereservations (vv.11-13)

In the name of Jesus, great David’s greater Sanr)ydeedeemed family of God:

It's not usually a compliment if someone says, "Hen a power trip,” but an important business
trip could also be called a “power trip.” For iaste my reservations for the China Partners megting
Texas last week. We can only get together in #meesplace on the planet about once every few ydars.
might have been a good “power trip” except foriaglproblems. My race to the airport right afteuich
met with airline delays all afternoon...until my fiigwas cancelled. So much for my “power trip.”

I’'m just so glad that God is in charge. We ondy tp do as much as He allows to keep us humbly
dependent on His power and blessing. Sometimesp@tsdus in opportunities that look lost from every
angle — except straight up. God looked down on Shthen sent him on a re@bwer Trip in spite of...

T Human limitations (vv.1-10)
We all haveHuman limitations, but most people don’t have to suffer theirs asliply as pastors.
For example, last Sunday’'s sermon. | was tryinglustrate the spiritual nature of marriage asvé in
many weddings and classes. But | confused thest&isnsceles” and “equilateral’” Afterwards | found
out even some of our older elementary students kRhewdifference. Did | check that beforehand? No,
because | was sure. Thankfully, God and His peapdevery patient with pastors. But my mistake
illustrates one of our most dangerddisman limitations We don’t know what we don’t know.

Samuel the prophet could relatéThe LoRD said to Samuel....” This name describes God as
absolutely independent. “He is the great | AM. uYamd | exist because God has given us life; Gagtex
because he’s God. His existence is absolutelypeigent of anyone or anything else. Similarly, his
grace is not dependent on your or my reaction; foistgrace is its own reason for being. The nawrD
describes the covenant God also as the God ofutbsminstancy, absolute reliability.”The unchanging
Savior God sent Samuel on tiewer Trip, knowing hisHuman limitations, but still in charge.

First, the lorD kindly withheld the details. If Samuel was queséd, he knew no more than
what the [ORD told him. Samuel was to sdy,have come to sacrifice to the@rp.” Nothing out of the
ordinary in that. The &rRD promised to reveal the right son to anoint whem&z reached Bethlehem.

Can you imagine the town elders trembling to saem&l? Apparently, the old prophet had a
reputation. Powerful in word and deed, in his ygemyears as Israel’s judge Samuel faced off agties
Philistines. The bRrD gave a great victorgr:10f). And when Saul failed to kill an enemy kirig§amuel
put Agag to death before thedrp....” (15:33) The trembling elders felt theituman limitations. They
needed reassurance of therRD's peace. Samuel was happy to do that for them.

Maybe you’ve seen family pictures of the boys baokthe farm, standing shoulder to shoulder
with chiseled jaw. Their sisters look stout enotgldo some farm work themselves. That's what @amu
saw on Jesse’s ranch near Bethlehem. The oldggtest up and Samuel’'s mind flash&this must be
the one. IORD, look at him!” What shock to hear in your hed®o not consider his appearance or his
height, for | have rejected him. Thedrbp does not look at the things man looks at. Man Iso&t the
outward appearance, but thedrD looks at the heart.” Can you see oluman limitations?

L« .isosceles triangles have at least two congraites, and an equilateral triangle has threetp(//wiki.answers.con
2 Jeske, John CJob 1:6 — 2:10 - The Enemy at WorkIN District Pastoral Conference, Rochester, M5/82/2000, p. 5.




What blind eyes we have! Judging by outward apgrez is not like Christ, the Anointed Son of
David and Son of God. Isaiah prophesi€dhe Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of
wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsatd of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the LOrRD — and he will delight in the fear of the @rD. He will not judge by what he sees with
his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his eés; with righteousness he will judge the needyttwi
justice he will give decisions for the poor of tlearth....” (Isaiah 11:2-4) The Holy Spirit wrote through
John: “Jesus would not entrust himself to them [the Jewsthe temple], for he knew all men. He did
not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew Wwheas in a man.”(2:24f) God knows ouHuman
limitationstoo. But there are no cancellations on Gdtbwer Trip. His purpose is guaranteed by....

T Divinereservations (vv.11-13)

It almost makes you laugh out loud after Samugctse seven sons and then asks, “Don’t you
have any more?” But | don't see Jesse laughingt yBurself in his boots. None of us like it wheur
kids are rejected. But seven sons? | could easiygine Jesse coming back with, “What do you mean,
another son! You can leave the way you came. dadt let the gate hit you on the way out.” But
Samuel knew the@rD sent him to anoint one of Jesse’s sons. Therdédbd another!

How skillfully the Almighty God hides His gloryHe chose the mostsignificantson of Jesse to
be the next king of Israel and the ancestor of Goavn Son. Samuel sent for Jesse’s youngest 4an ou
the field watching sheep, maybe only 12-14 yeads dHe was ruddy,” with “beautiful eyes and a
healthy, handsome appearance’™The last will be first, and the first will be last (Matthew 20:16)

David foreshadows thedrD's Christ who would be rejected by religious autties and human
reason too. The last choice for a king from Jeséamily was the pre-teen who smelled like sheep.
Could Jesus win an election in America today? Wieipens to politicians and public figures who
confess their faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior?tl¥e LORD in His absolute independence purposely
chose the Messiah and David to be His ancestordardo humble human pride. He lifts up the lowly
and brings down the high and mighty. With oil Hg pivine reservations on David. “From that day
on the Spirit of the lorRD came upon David in power.”

There were physical victories the young shepharded into his life. A few years later David
explained to King Saul how he could fight the gi@aliath. David said to Saufyour servant has been
keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a beante and carried off a sheep from the flock, | went
after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from rteouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hai
struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed fiothe lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Phitise
will be like one of them, because he has defied émmies of the living God."(17:34-36) The Holy Spirit
also inspired David to write most of the Psalmgitee youPower for your Trip to heaven. You just
need to look them up, mark them in your Bible amcktthem away in your heart.

Are you feeling poor inside? Brokenhearted? liostarkness, not knowing what to do? Could
you use a friend to care about you in spite ofallr Human Limitations? Has someone wronged you
or distressed you in any way? Are you grievingltdss of loved ones or opportunities? Do you fast
blue in the bleak midwinter? Look at great Davidigater Son. As we heard in today’s Old Testament
Lesson, Jesus say$8The Spirit of the Sovereign brD is on me, because thedrD has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me tal hip the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for
the captives and release from darkness for the gmisrs, to proclaim the year of thedrD's favor and
the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all whoourn, and provide for those who grieve in
Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty insteadashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of dagp’ (Isaiah 61:1-3 NIV84)His full and free forgiveness
gives you power to thrive as you live in His presznBeyond David’s shadow, we see Christ! Amen.
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