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Behold! A Branch Is Growing

& Powered by the Spirit (vv.1-3a)
¥ Judging in righteousness(vv.3b-5)
& Glory of the nations (vv.6-10)

In the name of Jesus, the Branch of David’s tremfdesse’s stump, dear people of God:

Like so many things in the world out there, whag¢g on in here passes by unnoticed. Unless you
came to God’s house today, you probably would eatize we are crossing over from one Church Year
into the next. Advent is the season of preparatiiocelebrate Christ’s first coming at Christmas ém
prepare for His second and final coming on the Dast. If you ever survived a hurricane or a gfeat
you know how great it was to be prepared. The kigids and raging fires of the Last Day will médiet
elements with fervent heat. We all do well to biyfprepared by faith!

Crossing into Advent reminds me of another cragsinfew weeks ago. After our WELS-Asia
Translators Conference in Hong Kong, | needed és<iover into the mainland by way of Shenzhen. |
was a bit nervous, as one missionary tried to @xmlhanging trains. A young Friends of China pasto
overheard and said, “Why don’t you come with me dnedbrother? We’re headed to Wuhan tomorrow.”
Realize: Hong Kong is 7 million people. From eegy little village in 1979, Shenzhen has burshwit
foreign investments into the most densely populatgdin China: 15 million. Our seven-county nwetr
Twin Cities of Minneapolis / Saint Paul is lessrt8&million. In all our crossings we need God!

& Powered by the Spirit (vv.1-3a)
Something else most folks don’t notice during Misata’s harsh winters are the buds on trees. |
was surprised one year to see the swelling onrreches already in February. The Holy Spirit tiigés
life to all things keeps working quietly with Hisvehe creative power. We only notice when the \eat
turns warm and suddenly the trees are green agsod. grows all without our knowing.

So it was 700 years before Christ. The Holy $pised picture language through His prophets
like Isaiah to show how God would destroy super @onations. Imagine someone saying back in the
1960's that within thirty years the mighty Soviehion would disintegrate without a shot. For Gdsl it
like cutting down a tall tree. First it's standjrtgen within minutes it's lying on the ground. Ibaiah’s
day the superpower was Assyria. They would fBhbylon was 100 years off, but God would toppld tha
tree too. And sadly, God’s chosen nation of Isvemlld lose all power from worshiping false gods.

On a family vacation to the redwoods of northemifGrnia, my siblings and | were amazed.
Huge trees were growing out of fallen ones. Amdlstlimps had new sprouts too. Years later | learne
the redwoods are unique. When the pioneers taedear farmland, those mighty giants kept growing
back. Redwoods are rare in the way they regromsieéves. That's the Creator’'s power at work.

So it would be for the royal line of David and Fasher Jesse. God had promised a Savior through
David 300 years before Isaiah. It would take aeo#00 years, but that Savior would come through th
virgin womb of Mary. “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; frohis roots a Branch will
bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on mn—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knogdge and of the fear of the Lord.This Savior would
execute God’s plan to deliver us from all guilta dounsel with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 3esu
would conquer sin, death and hell. All the dataature, science and spirituality would be in Hiasp to
bring about God’s saving willBehold! A Branch Is Growing — Powered by the Spiti



“He will delight in the fear of the lorRD.” This is not the slave like fear of sin that hopexiG
will never come. This is the childlikear that hopes God will never go away. It hopes Jekast Day
of redemption will come quickly. On a steel dootoi the back of an apartment building, my friend an
translator Pastor Mark Chen publicizes all he @ahring precious souls into this delightfééar of the
LorD.” Mark chose Shenzhen after seminary graduatioausecfew other Christians were there. He
lives with his wife Anna and baby daughter Shinariog the Good News of Jesus to all.

£ Judging in righteousness(vv.3b-5)

And it's a good thing Mark is working for Jesushe world would never hire him or me for this
work. We're not impressive enough for those whig@iby outward appearances. Mark worked eighteen
months on the street before the Holy Spirit movesl first woman to convert. On a Saturday nighg thi
October, his core group gathered for Bible stu@ligey were led in song by one of the sisters. Whihe
world of sin would be impressed? But our Lord 3emy because this is His work from first to last.
Isaiah writes: “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,d@cide by what he hears with his
ears; but with righteousness he will judge the ngeavith justice he will give decisions for the poof
the earth.” Mark Chen’s congregation is mostly made up oftdac workers whom the Chinese
education system determined will not be allowesdttaly for advanced degrees. But each soul isqueci
in God'’s sight not for who they are, but for whaidrings to them.

Again of the Messiah, the Holy Spirit says througdiah: “He will strike the earth with the rod
of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he willay the wicked.” “The rod of his mouth”is the Word
of God that offers God’'srighteousness”to us as a gift, and also gives us the faith teeiwecit.
Remember Philip Keller's stories of the Masai shleeghboys in East Africa? Each would choose a
sapling with a knob near the roots and make a Kawhe “rod” from it. Sheep wandering off over ta@
Swish through the air and the recalcitrant beastesoback. Cobra coiled on the rock they were chigib
— Philip Keller says the Masai shepherd boy savedifie in the blink of an eye. Keller did not stee
shepherd’s rod fly. He just saw the dead snakeé&s&an must die and all His followers when Jesusgbri
the righteousness God demands and gives us hesefee gift of God’s grace. Truly Jesus is the ...

& Glory of the nations (vv.6-10)

Many Christians have read these words and wondehad to do with them:*The wolf will live
with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with theogt, the calf and the lion and the yearling togethe
and a little child will lead them. The cow will feewith the bear, their young will lie down togetheand
the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant wiplay near the hole of the cobra, and the youngildh
put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neghharm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for ¢h
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord ake waters cover the sea.”

Is the Holy Spirit telling us there will be anireah heaven? Some God fearing scholars believe
so. It may be that animals alive on the Last Ddlllve changed to live in the new heaven and the ne
earth God promised to create. | am certain heawkioe full of awesome surprises which may include
that favorite pet running up to you with waggind, tthen talking to you about all the joys of honvéh
God. Or God may be using picture language foriofantile, earthbound minds to understand a tirty bi
of the bliss He has in store for us. What we maggect here will be replaced by the unexpecteckthe

But this is the day the Lord has made, and wdaejw see Christ coming already. Our brothers
and sisters at Mark Chen’s church in Shenzhen statet very little English, but it's still more thamy
Chinese. Mark was being kind when he commentetdithad gone from a two-year-old to “four years
old” in my Mandarin. But what unites us is not ¢amguage or our culture. It's our faith in Je€gist
who came to be the Savior of all. These dear Ganis cherish the cross just as we do. Many ahthe
are first generation Christians who remember tlae &énd darkness from which Christ delivers us. The
best is yet to be. We see JesusGlwy of the nations. Behold! A Branch Is Growing. Amen.

For the study behind this sermon or for copies emaiordes@comast.net New Life Evangelical Lutheran Church
You can also call: 651-484-1169. Hear the seratgvww.wels.us/newlife 180 County Rd F - Shoreview, MN 55126




