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You Are Our Letter from Christ

A Written by God's Spirit on your heart (vv.1-3)
A Made alive in the New Covenant of pure gracevv.4-6)

In the name of Jesus, God’s love letter to evemdnusoul, dear friends and especially you, Adam:

Pick a sport, any sport. If you show up askingdgosition on the team, you won't get in the
front door. Tryout for any professional team anely’ll shake their heads, “Don’t waste my timeBut
let's say you and | showed up together. They labike and laugh. “He’s a grandpa! What can hé do?
They start in on you, but you just smile and hdreit a letter. It's signed by their star athlgte writes,
“You gotta give Adam a shot. The kid can verticethp eight feet and hang there. He’s got reflexas
instincts like a tiger. Test his speed. You wdigtsorry.” They take you in. You had the letter.

“Endorsements,” right? Still today in businesssports there’s nothing like a letter that says,
“This guy is good. He’s all you need.” Endorsetsearen’t always written on paper. In the caselwof
congregation and your parent&u Are Our Letter from Christ . As Paul told the Corinthians....

A Written by God's Spirit on your heart (vv.1-3)

You can tell things are tense as Paul beginsSbkiond Letter to the Corinthians. His first one
was a painful letter. They were a talented, bwidéid congregation with many members stuck on
themselves. If they weren't trying to get theirroway, they were dividing up against their leadelrs.
Corinth the Christian congregation was giving pedplks of reasons to stay way. They kept actikg li
public sin was okay, even when pagans knew it wasigv And they didn’t forgive people either. Then
when things were falling apart, they blamed PaBtarl and his ministry for their problems.

Most leaders would get mad and walk away. “I doe'ed this!” is all you'd hear on their way out
the door. But Paul deals with this totally oppesf what you'd expect. He points to the Corintisias
his endorsement letter. Paul writé&re we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or e need,
like some people, letters of recommendation to yourom you? You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. Youwlbat you are a letter from Christ, the result of
our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spit of the living God, not on tablets of stone bon
tablets of human hearts."That’s not apostolic genius; that’s inspiration®gd the Holy Spirit!

If you're the Corinthians, how do you argue wittat? Some might be mad at Paul, but he was
right. In spite of all their weaknesses, Christsviging in them through Word and sacrament. Peopl
could feel and experience the love of God in whetytdid and said. Paul points to their Christian
conduct as proof that he was a certified faithfubstle of Jesus Christ. Their Christian charastes all
the proof he needed. And that was plenty of redsounritical members to stop looking for flaws lirs
Gospel ministry. They could praise God the HolyiSfor His power in Word and sacrament.

You might ask, “How can | be an endorsement ofpasents and this ministry?” We could look
at your high test scores, but you're right; theyemé perfect. We could look at how you answered
nearly all the questions and recited all the memwaoyk this year, but usually you were the only sioid
It's like my son saying to me, “You've my favorit@ad!” then give that big smile that said, “Cause
you’re my only dad.” But, Adam, the fact is thature a walking miracle. The Triune God adopted yo
into His family by the Word-powered water of Bapti@s Paul wrote in today's Second Less6hhe
Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are Godhildren.” (Romans 8:14-17)He had you'born again by



water and the Spirit”(John 3:3-5)as Jesus told Nicodemus in our Gospel Lessonkegegrowing your

faith through lessons like Isaiah. When he cordédss sin, the angel took a live coal from Godtara

touched his mouth and saitGee, this has touched your lips; your guilt is tak away and your sin
atoned for.” (6:7) Today you can confess that this is your perstaiti for which you would rather die
than yield. It's not stubborn religiosity. It'sssonal conviction that God has spoken, and bygrse

you believe. God has fulfilled His promise throughekiel the prophetl will give you a new heart

and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from yoyour heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
(36:26) You Are Our Letter from Christ. By His forgiveness you've been...

A Made alive in the New Covenant of pure gracevv.4-6)

This week | ran across an old story of a young imahis thirties walking along the beach very
depressed. Lots of money. Very well educatedhénltest schools of his day, but he felt so empigen
He sounded like ancient King Solomon who got eveng his heart desired: wisdom, riches, successful
building projects and worldwide fame. Solomon egpoke about the physical, personal pleasure of his
harem. Everything the human heart desires, hd.triBut in the end, Solomon saidMeaningless!
Meaningless! Everything is meaningless{(Ecclesiastes 1:2) That's how the young man feltNothing
makes sense! Everything is nonsense. | haveisa#fr-nothing makes senseHe had pursued every
philosophy, but his heart still felt empty. Thenthe ocean that day he met an old man who gaveahim
message of profound simplicity: Jesus Christ islLaJustin’s life was never the same.

Justin came from Palestine, not long after thespdohn died. Wealthy, pagan parents gave him
a great education, and Justin was brilliant. Batnewhen his mind filled with philosophy, nothingefd
his heart — until that old man by the sea sharedabod News that God sent His Son to be the Satior
us all. Justin was so excited he kept telling ymee how Jesus alone can satisfy both your mind and
heart. He defended the faith so skillfully thatremne finally reported Justin to the Roman autiesrit
He was hauled into court on charges of atheism't tisat strange? A Christian accused of atheidBu®
that's what they called not believing in the god€Rome. Justin and several others were condemned,
flogged, and beheaded. He became known as JustitydMand his life is remembered every year by the
church in both East and West on his feast day, duheChrist meant everything to Justin Martyr.

And to the Apostle Paul?Such confidence as this is ours through Christ lmeé God. Not that
we are competent in ourselves to claim anything fmrrselves, but our competence comes from God.
He has made us competent as ministers of a new icane—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” Chiseled in stone with the finger of God, the Tsmmmandments
condemn us all, proving God is holy, but we are nGbd’s New Covenant of pure grace He wrote on
your heart: “God was reconciling the world to himself in Chrisihot counting men's sins against
them.” (2 Corinthians 5:19) God took the record of the entire world from ¢i@ato Judgment Day — of
every individual who has lived or will live, compuat their sin against Christ’s sacrifice, and tatealee
bottom line: “FORGIVEN.” HeMade usalive in the New Covenant of pure grace

This week | found a key that made me shake my haddvonder. Whenever | walk or ride, | put
this lanyard around my neck in case the garage woait open when | get home. Trouble was, the key
was on the counter. The lanyard only gave mese feénse of security. Without the key | couldpém
the door. Many confirmed students end up that wayerything looks good on the outside. But Jesus
says,‘l am the way and the truth and the life. No onemes to the Father except through megJohn
14:6 NIV84) The key to heaven is faith in Jesus. Cities andizations crumble into dust. But the
mountain of God’s Word and promise stands firm ¥ere Forget Jesus; lose everything. Keep Him
close in heart; you have it all. Jesus has prammisealways be with you. In your Confirmation Rags
(Isaiah 41:10God promises to help you. Christ is the key. Di@ave home without it. Amen.
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