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Mother’s Day Blessings

(from our heavenly Father)

v Tragedy turned to blessing (vv.19-21)
v Grace on display (v.22-24)
v Growing in God’s Word (vv.25-26)

In the name of Jesus, who loved His mother evethewrross, dearly redeemed:

One of the greatest testimonies to a mother’s isveer forgetfulness. All my life my mother of
seven has been able to remember things in an aghazy. But often when | tell you stories in these
sermons of foolish things | did as a child or diicie | needed, she does not remember. Such faggiv
forgetful mother-love runs so deep that the Lorelsus as an illustration to make His love more teals.
“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comforyou; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.”
(Isaiah 66:13 NIV84) Even though some mothers do forget their childé&od promises never to forget us.
“See, | have engraved you on the palms of my handsdiah 49:16)He says. The one thing or multitude
of things He does promise to forget is clearlyestain the New Covenant‘For | will forgiven their
wickedness and will remember their sins no morg¢léremiah 31:34)Our gracious God wants us to know
that He loves us as a mother loves her child.

All over the Bible are stories to illustrate Godéwe. Today's First Lesson may seem like an
unlikely place to findMother’'s Day Blessings but we find a gold mine hefeom our heavenly Father.
For every mother whose ever feels helpless or ehgdld by seemingly hopeless situations, watch what
God does when He turns all to good that seems #hastd helps us our calling to fulfill. Behold!

v Tragedy turned to blessing (vv.19-21)
“There went out a decree from Caesar Augustus tladltthe world should be taxed....(Luke 2)
You remember how God got the mother of His own d&am to Bethlehem by decree of the Roman
emperor, to that tiny strip of land between thebdaa Desert and the Mediterranean Sea. From there
God would turn the greatestagedy of our sins in the most awesorlkessingof His grace. This He did
by the death and resurrection of His Son JesusChri

To get the Good News out God used the festivdParitecost which we will celebrate in a few
weeks. Jews from all over the world were in Jdama Many heardthe wonders of God in [their] own
languages.” They returned to their home countries to tebhafblessingGod gave us in the Savior.

But not everyone was happy. The Jewish religieasers who had Jesus crucified tried to stop
the apostles from preaching or doing miracles sugeName. They even had Stephen, one of the first
Christian deacons, stoned to death.

“And Saul was there, giving approval to his deatBn that day a great persecution broke out
against the church at Jerusalem, and all except thpostles were scattered throughout Judea and
Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned dgefor him. But Saul began to destroy the
church. Going from house to house, he dragged ofémand women and put them in prison. Those
who had been scattered preached the word wherdwvey tvent.”(Acts 8:1-4 NIV84)

“Now those who had been scattered by the persecuiioconnection with Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling theassage only to Jews. Some of them, however, men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and begandgpeak to Greeks also, telling them the good
news about the Lord Jesus...(Acts 11:19f NIV84)



That’s how God used the death of His servant &tepb spread the Good News like burning oil
on water. Christians‘went everywhere evangelizing the Word.(Acts 8:4 literal) “...The Lord’s hand
was with them, and a great number of people belttead turned to the Lord.[Acts 11:21 NIvV84) That's
the only way any of us can succeed in our missidgrome or abroad. Here we see...

v Grace on display (v.22-24)
“News of this reached the ears of the church at dealem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.
When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grat&od, he was glad and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. Heas a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith,nal
a great number of people were brought to the Lor¢atts 11:22-24 NIv84)

Barnabbas did not come like a haughty church iaffmr an academic theologian looking down on
the common man. He came as a fellow sinner-saaghed in the blood of the Lamb, to be a blesging t
his fellow Christians calling for help to teach gm@ach. He came with a pastor’'s heart, amazedhait
God was already doing, determined to encourage SJuebple to be faithful to our faithful Lord. He sva
not just good with Christ on the inside. Jesusdiin Barnabbas’ hands and feet as well. He eagealr
and did things that helped people immensely. He gaurage in Christ to God’s people.

Then as now, this showed in the beautiful wived armothers God made out of His daughters.
Many were married to nonbelievers, but they learfredh Christ how to win their husbandever
without words by the behavior of their wives, whidtey see the purity and reverence of your livesui¥o
beauty should not come from outward adornment, swehbraided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry
and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of yaaner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle andigt
spirit, which is of great worth in God'’s sight. Fathis is the way the holy women of the past who put
their hope in God used to make themselves beautifliey were submissive to their own husbands, like
Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her mas¥ou are her daughters if you do what is right
and do not give way to fear(1 Peter 3:1-6 NIV84)Courageous women in Christ kept right on learing
loving the way Jesus loved them! Along with thehristian brothers they kept...

v Growing in God’s Word (vv.25-26)

“Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, awdhen he found him, he brought him to
Antioch. ...” (Acts 11:25 NIV84) Paul spent what we might call his “vicar yearérd with Barnabbas:So
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the ¢bln and taught great numbers of people. The
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch(Acts 11:26 NIvV84) God’s men kept growing up as Peter
describes in his First Epistlé'Husbands, in the same way be considerate as yo lvith your wives,
and [literally] honor them as the weaker partner drmas heirs with you of the gracious gift of lifeps
that nothing will hinder your prayers.” (1 Peter 3:7)

God kept the Gospel moving along as promised: éWtne church won its greatest victories in
the early days in the Roman Empire, it did so notdachers or preachers or apostles, but by informa
missionaries.’(Harnack) “Lay Christians...knew that the best way theyldaerve another person was by
introducing him or her to Jesus Christ....The earlyigtians were not universalists. Along with the
apostle Peter, they believed unequivocally thdt&teon is found in no one elséActs 4:12) That's why
outreach was not an add-on to their ministry.alibng with sharing and expressing their fellowshiwl
nurturing and being nurtured, was their minist(pavid Valleskey)

God promises for the wife of noble charactarorth far more than rubies,...her children arise
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he pes her.”(Proverbs 31:28) She who is such a blessing
will be richly blessed by God. He forgives all asins, forgets all of them completely, and gives us
mothers to show us what He means. For Jesus’ saker we all havéMother’s Day Blessings from
our heavenly Father. Happy Mother’'s Day! Amen.
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