S#1378
Haggai 1:1-15 CW623
October 16, 2011 — PENTECOST 18, Stewardship 3 oP&Hrk A. Cordes

A Call to Build the House of the LORD
T Consequencesfor apathy (vv.1-11)
T Promisefor faithful fear (vv.12-15)
In the name of Jesus, our Immanuel, dear childféhecheavenly Father:

Once a member of our Board for Lay Ministry tole trest of us we were crazy. He was right.
We were about to sign an easement on a major obiuolr property. If we had, that whole lower acéa
the ball diamond, about three of our seven acresiydvnow be under water behind a fence. Our local
drainage authority wanted to make it a holding pasitth special soil to filter runoff into the wattable.
We just needed a permit to move the garage in aoderake room for the Education Wing. Walk out the
north side and you'll see the old slab. God usadtheember to save the possibility of a school vadtld
require a playground. We did not need to give alaag in order to obtain our permit.

God'’s people back from Exile in Babylon were notfaertunate. Their government was far away
in Persia. Their neighbors hated them. Comind bat¢he Promised Land with Zerubbabel sixteen gear
earlier had been hard. About that time tlzb told Daniel in a vision that Jerusalem would‘fbuilt
with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble(Daniel 9:25 NIv) Due to complaints by local
Samaritans, the government shut them down. Noipermmtemple. That’s how it goes sometimes.

T Consequencesfor apathy (vv.1-11)
By the time of our text things had changed. Naéwgknew administration, new possibilities. But
God’s people were not ready. Life was hard! Thag mortgages to pay. Their own homes needed lots
of work. The economy was a mess. The media waisstghem. How could they possibly start clearing
rubble to rebuild the temple? Besides, don’t yoaw? You can worship God anywhere. They sounded
a lot like modern Americans:The time has not yet come for thedrD's house to be built.”

We know the one true God, the God of the Bibleyasy practical. He has no use for wasteful
extravagance. Just watch Jesus when He fed the §@n plus women and children with the little oy’
lunch. After such a miracle with five loaves ofead and two small fish, Jesus told His disciples,
“Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothirge wasted.”(John 6:12 NIV) Yet the same @rD God
was pleased a thousand years before Christ whem®al overlaid the temple walls with gold. How do
you reconcile such a huge disparity? Saving scrapsus gold plated walls?

Our problem is these eyes connected to this heaft. want to judge by sight and dollar signs.
God looks deep inside at our heart. He has ndarsgpathy. In fact, we see through this window into
history a very important lesson for us at New ltdday. God ha€onsequencesfor apathy.

Then the word of the brRD came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time forou yourselves
to be living in your paneled houses, while this lsmiremains a ruin?” Now this is what thedrD
Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your way¥ou have planted much, but have harvested little.
You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but netiave your fill. You put on clothes, but are not
warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purséhwoles in it.” (Haggai 1:3-6 NIV84)

We've been so richly blessed at New Life. Thi®A%uilding plus the 2004 Education Wing
function extremely well. The mortgage is managealnl an attractive building in a visible spot. G
blessed us with dedicated volunteers and Churchlyrgmoup leaders who keep things fresh and clean.
But time has taken its toll. A visitor after onenéral told me the sanctuary cracks are quiteadistg.
This is God’s house. How can we shake off apgthy and come together wisely with our resources?



First, |1 thank God for His warningConsequences for apathy are also spoken in the last New
Testament book of Revelation. To the pastor amgleeof the church in Laodicea our Lord Jesus says,
“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nowot | wish you were either one or the other! So,
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I aabout to spit you out of my mouth....Those
whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be earneahd repent.” (Revelation 3:15f,19 NIvV84) He said
something similar to Ephesus®Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken yodirst love.
Remember the height from which you have fallen! Rey and do the things you did at first. If you do
not repent, | will come to you and remove your last@gnd from its place.[Revelation 2:4-5 NIV84)

Unlike the ancient Israelites, we will not needptyysically“go up into the mountains and bring
down timber and build the house...."But as we make our plans for our"2&nniversaries “Beautifying
God’s House,” as we set our goals and gather derings to repair, remodel and update, we want to
keep one thing foremost on our minds and heafis: gtory of God.“So that | may take pleasure in it
and be honored,” says thedrb. Isn’t that the heart of it all? Paraphrasingoéditime Missouri Synod
Pastor Drews, “You don’t have to build the best, twild the best you can.Consequences for apathy
can be a great blessing. Maybe this explains wiyceedit cards seem to have running shoes. Why ou
bills build mountains and the gas tank sticks optgmThe Lord chastens those He loves. Could@se
all be Consequences for apathy among us?‘Give careful thought to your ways,the Lord says at least
five times in these two chapters of Haggai. LilgrdSet to your heart upon your ways.” It's whhie
Lord told us in last week’s sermon from Romans 1Zhink of yourself with sober judgment.’(12:3)
God wants to blow His blessings on us, not havddwe His blessings away.

T Promisefor faithful fear (vv.12-15)

Did you notice who was moved by this? It happeinetivo stages. First came thear: “Then
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadée high priest, and the whole remnant of the
people obeyed the voice of the@rD their God and the message of the prophet Haggacduse the
Lord their God had sent him. And the people feardte LORD.” That's what happens when God’s
people listen to His Word and take it to heart. jd& have to come and hear it preached. All adught
to have daithful fear about missing church. God commandket us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encoueagne another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25 NIV84)Just seeing you here is always encouraging.

And can you see how thiiear is not the “run and hide” kind like Adam in the @an? No, this is
faithful fear that God causes to bloom and grow in the secomy sthHis message. This is so simple,

yet so sweet. Only two words in Hebre®)RK "IX It takes four words in Englishl am with you.”

That's all we need, isn't it? Little kids afraid aight only need to hear Mom or Dad softly saym"l
here.” Grown children of God working hard only dee hear Him say] am with you.”

He says it with a smile because according to GBddnise, Jesus washed away all our sins with
His holy precious blood. Even oapathy couldn’t hold up under the Word-powered water optam.
He sends His Holy Spirit through Word and sacrameatthat His holy fire burns in our hearts all
becausél am with you.” “I am with you” in your family as you live for mel am with you” in church
as you focus your resources on the Great Commisdtkmmember | promisetAll authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore wigiteng, disciple all ethnic groups, by baptizing the
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of thioly Spirit, and by teaching them to guard and
treasure all things as many as | have commanded .ydwook! | am with you all the days until the
gathered goal of the age (Matthew 28:18-20 TPA)His Name is still ImnmanueGod With Us.

We’ll hear more in coming weeks from our Decorgtibommittee as we set our goals together.
But always more important thavhat we do iswhy we do — in response to God’s love. May God gtir u
our spirits too — leaders, pastor and people.uketork this anniversary in honor of our God. Amen
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