S#1362
Luke 15:1-3,11-32 CW 332
June 19, 2011 — TRINITY SUNDAY, Father’s Day, VBBIlast Off” Pastor Mark A. Cordes

God is Filled with Compassion

A He patiently waits. (vv.1-3,11-20)
A\ Heeagerly forgives. (v.20-32)

In the name of the Great Three-in-One — Father,&ohHoly Spirit — dearly redeemed:

It was one of those days last Fall in China whendnergy level kept cranking higher and higher
until there just wasn’'t much left. It demanded bgst, but nearly proved too much for me. All daygd
| had been teaching 40-50 Chinese lay workerssmall classroom until my coworkers arrived. Inatbo
one hour we had to hurry to the airport. So weoaraged the rather shy students to share theitiqnes
With one man the harder | tried, the more anxitvesstudents became. Something wasn’t right. Kinal
our Chinese deaconess stepped in to answer the maestion. And then whole class clapped.

Later she explained what happened. My interpretes new and did not translate his question
clearly for me. When she gave my answer in Chindsd too was unclear. The man had listened for
three days and was still very afraid. He had fallievay from faith and feared that God would noetak
him back. Ting’s answer was the first half of J2$arable of the Prodigal Son. But that traditional title
is not clear. The real focus of Jesus’ parabteadather:God is Filled with Compassion. First...

A He patiently waits. (vv.1-3,11-20)
A wealthy father with two grown sons sounds fainlgrmal. But asking for your inheritance
before your dad’s dead is not. This father didbaitan eye*He divided his property between them.”

One ancient Jewish proverb in the Bible sé®s) inheritance quickly gained at the beginning
will not be blessed at the end(Proverbs 20:21 NIvV84) The younger son seemed hell bent to prove this is
true. As far as he could get from his father wasfar enough. You wonder where all that animosity
came from. Sometimes loving parents just shake tieads, but there is no reasonable explanation.
That’'s because sin never makes sense. Sin alwalgs good in the beginning, but it bites in the.end

It took a pigsty for this boy to wake up. He figd’came to his sensesiwhile starving in a severe
famine. Tending pigs could not earn him some piggdf From the bottom side of life he looked up and
realized, “I don’t have to be here!How many of my father's hired men have food to ged in
overflowing abundancéand here | am starving to death! | will set outrel go back to my father and
say to him: Father, | have sinned against heavendaagainst you. | am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me like one of your hired men.” 8e got up and went to his father.

The sinful son had every reason to expect hiefatould be angry. He had wasted his father’s
hard-earned wealth with prostitutes. We might émapted to think, “That’s not me!” but haven't we
wasted many of God’s precious gifts too? Sometipoesneed to go to a foreign country to find outvho
wealthy even the poorest Americans really are. eHae spent God’s wealth first on ourselves while
neglecting the poor around us — not only their patspoverty, but especially the spiritual povedfy
friends and neighbors who need to hear the Wo@anf? How many precious hours have we wasted on
our own home while God’s house needs tender logarg: mowing, weeding, cleaning, etc.? What will
it take for us to come to our senses? Haven't mengGod every reason to be angry?

You already know that the father represents Gadtlisparable. Father, Son and Holy Spirit — the
Triune God has all the characteristics of the fatiieo patiently waits. Jesus shows us the heart of God.
Like this father God keeps watching day after deyping his sinful son will come home. And whileth
sinner is still a long way off God’s eyes well uitwtears. His heart fills with compassion. Astla“‘He
ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissbim.” When the son tried to give his repentant
speech, the father interrupted and called for typar



God wants us to realize we’ve given Him every oea® be angry because of our sins, wasting
time and money, or not appreciating our job, owuse, our church — or whatever other gifts of Ged w
have squandered in ungrateful hearts and livesd @mnts us to come to our senses and remember with
that man in ChinaGod isFilled with Compassion. He patiently waits for us and then...

A\ Heeagerly forgives. (v.20-32)

The first half of Jesus’ parable, this earthlyrgtwith a heavenly meaning, is for fearful hearts
who want to come back. The second half is for dmygeople who think they’re already just fine theyw
they are. Remember the first verse of this “Lasl &ound Chapter” said th#te Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomesrgrs and eats with them.”By nature we’re too
blind to see that we usually resemble the oldethero In the same circumstances, could we see
ourselves objecting to our father's generosit§ile answered his father, ‘Look! All these years kv
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your osdefet you never gave me even a young goat so |
could celebrate with my friends. But when this soh yours who has squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened dalf him!””

It may be easy enough to accept that God forgitlesrs as long as it's not too close to home. But
have you even been jealous of someone else’s haaltlealth, family or marriage? Have you ever been
too upset with someone to say, “I forgive you,” ewehen they've said, “I'm sorry”? Have we earthly
fathers failed to forgive our children or neglectedeach them God's forgiveness by word and exafpl
Have we been too resentful to honor our childremégher? Or the other way around, have mothersdail
to respect their children’s father? Too much aeklof forgiveness is like the older brother.

Conservative church people often get stuck inrthe of the older brother. For example, years
ago a young pastor was called to an old congregatidlichigan. He was shocked at the attitudeisf h
parishioners. Whenever he suggested some wawpdth it with this Gospel of forgiveness in Chits,
got a cold shower of big brother attitude: “TheyoWw where we are. They can come when they want.”
Finally, the pastor told his wife, “There’s onlyesolution for this.” He went out into the commiyro
find the sinners who knew they needed God’s gracefargiveness. When finally half the congregation
was made up of adult confirmands, the rest caughfite of God’s Word and went to work. They stdrt
to worship the Triune God not just with their lipgt with their lives.

When you appreciate th&tod is Filled with Compassion for you, it's much easier to celebrate
the fact thaHe eagerly forgivesus all. Since Christ died for all, all the sinsadifpeople are all forgiven.
My prayers are no more powerful than yours becdheesame God commanded you to pray and has
promised to hear and bless beyond what we canrashagine. | don’t have any more right to worship
here than you — whether you're a member or not,thdreyou came from a good family or were just
released from prison. Our attitude of gratitud# show itself best in the little things. In thew! go out
of my way to greet the strangers God brings to beaiGospel with me. In the way | move over indtea
of expecting others to climb over me. No mattewfwowded our church gets, it's seems there’s atway
extra seats up front. Wouldn’t a heBitled with Compassion from God whoeagerly forgives leave the
better seats for late comers and visitors who magbee to church in fear and trembling?

This parable is not really about “the prodigal .Solt’s not about the self-righteous good boy that
stayed home either. It's about the father ylabiently waits for his sinful son to come home and then
eagerly forgives his older son too. You can see forgiveness ag&ehes out to his angry son. You can
hear it in his voice as he plead8My son, you are always with me, and everythindnave is yours. But
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this otf yours was dead and is alive again; he wag los
and is found.” | could see it in the eyes of that young man inin@ when he found out God really did
want him back. You could hear in the clappinglad students when the Gospel of God’s full and free
forgiveness finally got throughGod is Filled with Compassion. And so are God'’s people. Praise the
Triune God! Amen.
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