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Ephesians 2:8-10 CW462
June 4, 2011 — Wedding: Charis Cordes + Ryan Karas Pastor Mark A. Cordes
Grace and more Grace-R.CK.
¢ Romance . Ryan (v.8)
¢ Commitment . Charis (v.9)
% Kindness . Karas (v.10)

In the name of Jesus, our heavenly Bridegroom, ldead ones and especially you, Ryan and Charis:

A marriage is always a miracle because Jesustkaysusband and wife ateo longer two, but
one. Therefore what God has joined together, letmreot separate.” (Matthew 19:6 NIV84) We especially
give God the glory today because it was not chamaebrought you two to His altar to become one.

Charis, your mother and | remember when we wepee&ting, then thought we’d lost you. It was
the same Sunday in 1989, when the neighbor’s dogooir brother Joel. But God was gracious to us.
Joel healed and God kept you growing inside youtherountil we could hold you in our arms. Joel
really wanted a brother, but he recovered. Younenavas so fitting for that time in our life. Aswo
know, Charisis the word forgracethat the Holy Spirit used in the original Greektloé New Testament
“For it is by grace (yopic) you have been saved, through faith—and this nodrfr yourselves, it is the
gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boabor we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in adeafor us to do.”

A million “boy-meets-girl” stories, but I've nevédreard another quite like yours. As | remember,
our usually shy daughter was at a friend’s houganguon her shoes. She was told a guy named Ryan
Karas was coming over. First she saw his shogwtBad.” Then his jeans — “not bad.” You saw his
face and.... Let me put it this way: I've beeneastaurants with you two. And I'm sure the pretbygg
girls glancing our way are not looking at me. Y&aid, “Hi! I'm Charis You and | should get married.
Then I'd beCharis Karas” Kids say funny things. Sometimes God just laig

¢ Romance . Ryan (v.8)

An ancient church father named Augustine said thatgs in the physical world reflect the
spiritual world. Let's let the Holy Spirit make yolife an unforgettable sermon on your new ingial
R.C.K.—RyanandCharis Karas We'll finish with the new family name and takKaras for Kindness
We'll let our “C” for Charis stand fortCommitment. But first, let's takeRyanfor Romance

People don't realize that the God who createdsumast romantic. In the Paradise of Eden, He
made them male and female, miraculously creatireg Wloman from the man’s side as God’s first
wedding gift. No man can say he’s God’s gift tomam, but every woman can know she’s God'’s gift to
man. At first, Adam and Eve enjoyed the perfectrrage. She was glad to have him as her God-given
head because everything Adam did was for her. r&pected him. And both loved and respected God.

But when Adam chose to follow his wife insteadGxd’s Word, by his rebellion Adam brought
sorrow and death into God’s perfect creation. (&wes His gift ofRomance but the selfishness of sin
not only spoiled God’s perfect gift of marriageweé&n man and woman, sin ruined our relationshifp wit
God. Every one of us would have been lost foravéne torment of hell except for GodZrace.

God spokeGrace to Adam and Eve, then promised again and again 40 years until He
finally did it. He gave His own dear Son JesushasSavior of all from sin, death and hell. | psau
will always love God for the gracious way He romashg/our souls in Christfor it is by grace (yapc)
you have been saved, through faith—and this notrfroyourselves, it is the gift of God.Jesus came as
our heavenly Bridegroom to cleanse us of our sthgiwne us the faith to believe it. He died on tihess
to make us His own. He keeps drawing us closéemdéast love through His Word and sacraments.



Ryan you have God’s blessing on ydeomancetoday. You do well to Shield her. Care for her.
Nurture her love as Christ loved His church. Ghmade her His holy bride by sacrificing Himsetsod
loves us more than we can love each other. Ba@hnst’'s love we are enabled to love more and more.
God's gift isGrace and more Grace- with an ‘R” for Romanceand a ‘C” on Charis for...

¢ Commitment . Charis (v.9)

This is something else people don't realize altéod’'s Grace. God has been loving us by name
since before time began. He puts His Name on @hnistian Baptism. Trusting Jesus as our Sawer,
have the solid confidence of God’s everlas@@mgmmitment in Christ. The Holy Spirit says$|lt is] not
by works, so that no one can boastThat’s a really good thing. God'’s love for usagally undeserved.

God is holy, and He has every right to expectouse holy like Him. He cannot put up with sin
any more than we could let dogs loose in churcinduat wedding. If we were holy like God, we would
think about Him all the time. We would love to ggochurch and hear His Word more than a great movie
or championship game. But none of us are like. théives complain about their husbands. Husbands
boast on themselves at the expense of their wisl’'sGrace is the key to marriag€ommitment.

Marriage counseloGary Smalleyikes to say that “AVIARRIAGE NEEDS SECURITY TO GROW AND
THRIVE.” In all thestorms of life “every enduring marriage involvesarconditional commitment to an
imperfect person.* Recently, Charis, | saw you make a commitmerat lictle bunny you named Bella.
She came to you rather sick and tattered from ¢datare. You carefully fed Bella and groomed hrer i
the security of &ommitment she can taste and feel. Christ takes us to Hinmsehuch the same way.
Our marriage to Him is unequal. He is the perfetband, but we, His bride, come awkward and sick,
“dead in [our] transgressions and sins(Ephesians 2:1)Yet our weakness only makes Jesus all the more
determined to give us life and nurse us to goodtteasod’sGrace in Christ gives you the courage to
make your marriag€ommitment today. Your unconditionaommitment will show in loyalty to each
other in good times and bad in a new familafasfor ...

% Kindness . Karas (v.10)

My prayer for you is that your Christ-lik€éindness will always highlight the last verse of your
wedding text: “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jests do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.That'sKindnessfor others through you. In the verse before oxt te
God says;In the coming ages he [wants to] show the incompate riches of his grace, expressed in
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus(2:7 NIv84) In other words, Christians are God’s “trophy Wife
show off how good and kind and gracious He truly@od’sKindnessis more than a feeling. It goes to
work day by day to help those who cannot help tledwes. Single or married, when we admit our
helplessness to God, He freely gives Kiisdnessin Christ. One evidence is the new fanfflgras

God wants you in youRomanceand Commitment, Charis andRyan, to show God'Kindness
in Christ to each other. That means to forgivg@as have been forgiven in the holy, precious blobd
Christ. Learn to say, “I'm sorry,” and then witroGto say, “I forgive you.” Let youKindnessbe so
real that when you talk to others, you honor ongtlzer in the way you talk about each other.

And one thing more. In the wedding card that ymather, my bride of thirty years, found for
you, Rebecca Barlow Jordan shows klredness God want®RyanandCharis Karasto let everyone feel:

May the Lord make your union more than just a nazayei of two hearts in love. May it shine as a
lighthouse for spiritual rest...a loving retreat, ardwelcome place for understanding. May
others searching for refuge find its beacon stramgl steady...with golden rays, like Heaven’'s
arms, of comfort and security. May you always dteommitted — two servants as one after God’s
own heart....May your marriage be a refuge of loveetich other and a light that leads others to
Jesus(Matthew 5:16) R.C.K.— Grace and more Grace- in Jesus’ precious Name. Amen.
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