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God’s Cure for Man’s Religion

T Proclaim the “UNKNOWN GOD.” (vv.22-23)
T Seek beyond humanity.(vv.24-28)
T Repent for the resurrection. (vv.29-31)

In the name of Jesus, Lord and Savior of all, @e@ashipers of the NKNOWN GOD:

Most of us are too young to remember travel befbaees, trains and automobiles. But again this
year the great escape is on “up north,” far fromhiastle and bustle of the city. Even businesgleas
expect a high degree of comfort. For instanceséduto take several months on a mule for Christian
missionaries to reach the heart of China. But Madong’'s zeal for communism paved roads and
airports, and ran rails to the interior. Today &&spel flies with Christian businessmen and women.

Looking back on the Missionary Journeys of the gtfPaul, it's a wonder that he travelled at
all. Roman roads had connected much of the Emipirewalking was all there was — except for cragsin
water on sailing ships. One such ship sailed Radl Silas to Europe. Beaten and jailed in Philippi
driven out of town by riots in Thessalonica andd2gryou could have expected a trip to Athens te giv
the man some rest. After all, Silas and Timothgdweal to catch up. But Paul was a doctor with the
greatest medicine. He had to help where he could®od’s Cure for Man’s Religion.

T Proclaim the “UNKNOWN GOD.” (wv.22-23)

“The more things change, the more the stay theesariou know how you can tell? Watch the
news. Listen to newscasters like Brian Williamsaesly asking what we’ve done to cause the outbrea
of tornados. Listen to other talking heads wonugabout last week’s Doomsday prediction: “Are you
ready?” Answer: “How do you get ready?” Enviramtalists who consider themselves the educated
elite seriously worry about angering “Mother EdrttSome call her by the ancient Greek naGea.
They prefer an evolutionist's tale to God’s trutoat how to escape the coming wrath.

Paul, the ancient traveler, saw similar supeostiall over Athens. Altars, altars everywhere, and
not a drop to drink of real comfort and peace.falet, the Athenian Greeks were so nervous they tnigh
have missed and angered some deity that they madelsey covered all their bases. Speakindimp
the marketplace day by dayPaul soon found himself debating with Greek plojdgers all the way to
the Areopagus where everyone traded the latess.id€ghere Paubktood up in the meeting of the
Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! | see that ivery way you are very religious. For as | walked
around and looked carefully at your objects of waip, | even found an altar with this inscription:a
an unknown god. Now what you worship as somethingknown | am going to proclaim to you.”

Do you think he had their attention? One of theag skills the Lord gave His Apostle Paul for
spreading God’'s Word was the ability to reach peaphere they are with God'’s truth. He started with
something familiar, then moved on to what no onelaggow unless God reveals it. People in our caltur
are more and more like the ancient Greeks. Wattdwaepisodes ofay Walking where Jay Leno is
asking people on the street some very basic qusséibout the Bible. You quickly see how few went t
Sunday SchoolGod’s Cure for Man’s Religion can fix that. Proclaim the “UNKNOWN GoD” and...

T Seek beyond humanity.(vv.24-28)

Any teacher or engineer knows that in order tadboir learn anything, you have to get beyond the
printed page and think in the abstract. Linesm@untibers can give the electrical schematics of anmac
or the outlines and dimensions on a building. Y need to see it in your mind’s eye in order taken
it a reality that you can feel and touch. Whendbademics of your classroom finally reach theitneaf
your students’ lives, you know you’'ve made a pusiimpact.



So it is withGod'’s Cure for Man’s Religion. Only here we have to go the other way, from what
we can see and feel to what only God and the dykedtlo can see. We have &eek beyond humanity

Imagine being invited to the White House as therideal Day speaker. Then to all the powerful
government officials and Joint Chiefs of Staff ower superpower military, you lecture on the impote
of man and how each of us will stand helpless leefbe almighty Judge. That's how Paul prepped the
Athenians. Within sight of the Areopagus was ohéhe most beautiful temples of the ancient world,
built for Athena. She was worshiped as the pagoddess of Athens, also of wisdom, warfare, divine
intelligence, and crafts. For Paul to proclaimt tie UNKNOWN GoD did not live in handmade temples,
or need anything from human hands was shockinggimowut to say that thinking of the godhead in
technical, artisan terms was wrong — this must lehaok the Athenians. To penetrate their core Paul
only needed to declare the coming judgment by tbd ®ho conquered death. When we think how we
too will stand someday before God without our gamaks or position, we know what helpless means.

Ever wonder why you weren’t born in ancient Gré&ecés a boy, | thought about what it would
have been like to live through the turn of the aepntinto the 1900’s. But | never looked the other
direction to realize I'd get to pass from one mmtem to the other in 1999-2000. | wondered what i
would have been like to live in other parts of Ainay but couldn’t imagine I'd get to teach and &bw
China. How could our tiny minds and turned in keawrer find a&Cure for Man’s Religion?

According to what God told the Athenians througlulPhere’s what God did to helpEFrom one
man he made every nation of men, that they shouttiabit the whole earth; and he determined the
times set for them and the exact places where tsleguld live. God did this so that men would seekhi
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, thoudte is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we
live and move and have our being.” As some of youm poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.God
is everywhere, all around and in us all. He punusis time and place t8eekHim beyond humanity.

T Repent for the resurrection. (vv.29-31)

Every time you read the obituaries, hear aboutreraleadly storm, or see how quickly your own
body ages, you get another dose of reality for May’s Religion needs a cure. And God has a miracle
Cure for Man’s Religion. Whether we have socialized medicine or get tinsk and pay as you go, it is
what my doctor told me at my last physical: “Wejust holding off the inevitable.” He’s a Chrigtia
He can tell it like it is. So can everyone whodslksod’s medicine.

Intellectuals in Athens then or America today fitnis hard to swallow. And you can’t give it
intravenously. It has to go through the ears thi® heart, soothing the mind to be confessed wvigh t
mouth. False gods ancient or modern, whether médéone or gilded in coins and real estate cannot
deliver fromMan’s Religion of death. All who trust in their own intelligenead skill, or put their faith
in their own resources will come up short whenoirats the most. None of these created things isspre
the Creator. But God’s Son does. Jesus is thé's$ @hrist who came to live and die and live agan
all. Christ raised us in the “first resurrectionhen He gave us new life in the Word-powered wafer
Baptism.(Titus 3:5-7) This was all God’s doing and His desire. And thvéngs real comfort to your soul.

If a dear childhood friend showed up at your detth the title for a place on a private lake up
north, would you trust him? What if he had alwéiyed nearby? What if he had rescued you and your
family from a fire that scarred him for life? Cduou trust the wounds of a friend? Maybe his goga
would make you feel guilty and confess some mesngtyou did as a kid. But what if he just smiletla
said, “Ah, forget it! Here’s your title. Take itwWe’ll live side-by-side forever.” That's what yayet
from the LW\KNOWN GoD, now that you know Him through His Son Jesus Chridt.God really wants is
to be the love of your life forever. And foreverhiow long He plans to love you. Amen.
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