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“I AM the Resurrection and the Life”

T “Do you believe this?” (w.17-27)
T “You will see the glory of God.” (vv.38-45)

In the name of Jesus, whoatliee Resurrection and the Life dearly redeemed family of God:

One thing we all have in common — young or oldy bogirl, man or woman. Everyone has fear.
The big difference is how we deal with fear. Mpsbple choose to ignore it. Fill your life withnfu
frolic and pleasure; then there won’t be much ttméear. But that works only as long as the heladthis
out and the bank account is full. Reality bitesith fear. Some try to face their fears alone withGod.
But that’s like whistling in a graveyard. Today see two sisters, Mary and Martha, at the gravbeif
brother Lazarus. They will ignore their fear arehldwith the real problem: sin. Watch how theglde
with their sin by coming to their Savior. Listes &esus say¥y, AM the Resurrection and the Life” ...

T “Do you believe this?” (w.17-27)

Religion has done a lot of damage to people’hfaiMost religion today is busy messing up
people’s minds and hearts by confusing faith amdirfgs, or faith and reason. Both do terrible dgea
increasing fear. God says, faith like the salvattaeceives'is a gift of God — not by works, so that no
one can boast.(Ephesians 2:8f)So if you feel your faith is weak, then try toestgthen it by saying over
and over to yourself, “I believe. | believe. lliege!” you're not strengthening your faith. Yoe'r
increasing your fear. If you decide you're goingbelieve, you don’t have faith. You have a dexisi
Only God can give you faith through what one of 8eminary professors likes to call, “the un-religio

You see, sin has us running away from God in fédut God calls us like Adam in the garden,
“Where are you?” God knows where we’ve been hidiHg wants us to turn around and ask, “Where am
I in my relationship to God?” God keeps callinge wants us to listen. As soon as you start coming
you are converted, i.e., turned around. God’s @fiftaith comes complete with His all-forgiving gea
Keep coming; God will build your faith. But be suwf this. It will be in His own time and His owvay.

Jesus received word from the sisters that Hiswdrieazarus was sick. Then He waited several
days to arrive aftefLazarus [had] already been in the tomb four days.Didn’t Jesus know Lazarus
would die? Yes, He did. Couldn’t Jesus have csomner? Yes, He could. This is where fear sets in
and destroys the faith of some. If God does newan where and when | want, my natural reaction is
anger, maybe hurt. They're twin cousins. Then esthe fear that maybe God does not care. Or does
He have the power to help? Either way, many twayafrom God and fall into fear forever.

Jesus did not come to the house. He let Marth@ecout to Him. Again, many folks would be
offended. But Jesus knew the commotion at the dnauth all the relatives and mourners sobbing and
crying. He wanted to speak to Martha alone, jgsHa wants you alone with Him. If you are a little
child, Jesus wants to hold you close to His lovire@rt. If you are a father or mother, aunt or encl
grandpa or grandma — Jesus wants you alone with Hite never deals with our fears like a mass of
empty faces. He knows us each by name. He wariseron-one.

Martha could have stayed away, locked in feart H&u brother was already dead. She could not
change that. So she brought her fear to Jesusaahd all on Him: “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died."How did Martha know that? Because she had ajrbadrd and seen how
Jesus could heal the sick and raise the deadtH&kevidow’s son at Nain and the son of the offiaal
Capernaum. Her faith said, “Jesus could do itér féar asked, “Why weren’t you here?” Then héhfa
spoke again’;But | know that even now God will give you whatavgou ask.” What did Martha mean
by that? Was she hoping for a miracle? She didayp. She just conquered her fear by hoping id. Go



Whenever we put our hope in God through His S@usl€hrist, He shows that He is the Master
of fear and the Author of faith. What Christ besgifde will finish in the fearless power of faittNow
that Martha has ignored her fear and come to Gesljslgoes to work on her faithYour brother will
rise again,” He says.Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in theesurrection at the last day.”
Jesus said to her, “I AM the Resurrection and théfé. He who believes in me will live, even thougk h
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will eregie. Do you believe this?”

Dear friends, you will never make yourself beli¢kis. If you investigate with your keenest logic
and dive in with human reason, you will only firttht dead is dead. But Jesus is not just talkirogitab
bodies. He’s talking about your soldHe who believes in me will live, even though heedf because by
faith our soul goes on living after deattAnd whoever lives and believes in me”living by faith in our
soul now, soul and body raised again on the Last-Baving and believing in Jesus, you witever
die” — never again physically, and certainly not theosdadeath in hell. Such faith is not a decisitins
not a calculation. It i%a gift of God” in the un-religion that looks to God to conquer faad doubt.

Martha had received that gift by listening to 3esGod’s Word creates faith when and where God
pleases. So when the question came, she coulceahswestly and without hesitatiofiYes, Lord,” she
told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, theo& of God, who was to come into the worldAnd that
faith, dear friends, conquers fear. Such faitlsresthe loving arms by the warm heart of God.wiNo

T “You will see the glory of God.” (vv.38-45)

One sister up; two more to raise. Mary heard fidartha that Jesus had come. So she hurried
out with her fear to find the answer for her faith.ord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” Mary does not add what Martha’s faith said al&éat giving Jesus whatever He asked. He
saw her crying along with the crowd. God the Greatas in the valley of the shadow of death witls Hi
fallen creatures. This violent intrusion into Hisrfect creation. This savage severing of lovedson
apart. This was not the way God meant it to bearA’'s sin brought death and sorrow and suffering in
God's perfect world. Now without fear, with toti@ith in God His Father and His own power to save,
Jesus askedWhere have you laid him?” In the Bible’s shortest verséJesus wept.”(11:35) Don’t ever
fear that grief and mourning are wrong. Bringllita God who weeps with you.

His heart was pounding, His spirit stirred up,Jasus came to the tomb. Nothing stood in the way
of His power, but the stone blocked their sighticlsis the problem today. Stone cold hearts feat G
may not have the power. Or if He has the powey thar He may not have the love to help. Pledeay,
fearful heart, turn back to God and see His gradeartha did not ask. Mary did not make this reques
They didn’'t dare. What Jesus is about to do isbfyond all expectation. Reason says, “He stinketh
He’s a four-dayer. Jesus, you don’'t want to seksanell a corpse that dead'Did | not tell you that if
you believed, you would see the glory of God3ésus prays to our Father in heaven for the chltee
crowd“that they may believe that you sent meAnd then He callsLazarus, come out!”

The body was bound, hands and feet, with a wraprat his face to hold the dead body fluids
from nose and mouth. Reason screams, “You cank kike that!” Faith cries, “That’s right! But 3es
said, ‘Come out!"” Death must yield and the bobtgy unbound by gravity:Take off the grave clothes
and let him go.” Jesus beats back fear when He conquers deatieiraohd the grave.

Only a few more days, and Jesus will do it agamever and for all. Lazarus and his delighted
sisters, clinging to his arms, tears streaming yath— the family lived very near Jerusalem. Buta
more days and Jesus would ride into the city likeiable King to die. And what He did for Lazartig
would do for you, for me, for all. He raised Hirfideom the dead. Forget your fear. Deal with ysin
as you kneel at the cross of your Friend and Salesus ChristYou will see the glory of God'in His
bleeding, dying love for you, love that lives agaiih AM the Resurrection and the Life...whoever lives
and believes in me will never die.Lord, conquer our fear in the warm fires of faithmen.

For the study behind this sermon or for copies Emaiordes@comast.net New Life Evangelical Lutheran Church
You can also call: 651-484-1169. Hear the seratonww.wels.us/newlife 180 County Rd F - Shoreview, MN 55126




