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Seeing Jesus, the Christ of God

T healing Light (w.1-7)
T Sabbath Prophet (w.13-17)
T the Son of God (vv.34-39)

In the name of Christ Jesus, the world’s Light,rdelow redeemed:

Stories of immigrants coming to America can behbibagic and heroic. I've heard of highly
educated professionals who can't find the same vewér here. Former lawyers and engineers work
menial jobs just to get a new start. Some admit theed and go back to school. They finally wibrir
way up again. You have to admire their drive, deteation and humility to start over for a bettiée.|

But what if you came with the cure for cancer andone would listen? What if you were God’s
own Son with medicine for the soul and body thatlddelp and heal everyone? You've seen this at
work. Someone gets a great idea, but it's shetrestolen by the people in chargélhere is nothing
new under the sun.(Ecclesiastes 1:9)The blindness of God’s people in our Old Testaniesson(isaiah
42:14-21)was still there when Jesus arrived 700 years.laths status back home in heaven should have
been honored here too. Talk about education; Jesugs God! Jesus is God. Bsaeing Jesus asthe
Christ of God is a miracle more marvelous than seeing with ydwsgral eyes. This man needed the...

% healing Light (w.1-7)
Glasses would not help the disciples with a goadtke this. They see a man blind from birth and
ask Jesus so respectfulfiRabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, thae twas born blind?” What
is it about us “human beans” that no matter how thedsituation, we can always manage to make it
worse? We constantly assume the worst about psaffiering. Remember how hard Job’s friends tried
to prove his suffering was from something reallyomg? God was not pleased. The Bible tells us
suffering came into the world because of Adam’s sBut you can’t always blame a certain sin for
people’s plight. Jesus warrilnless you repent, you too will all perish(Luke 13:3 NIvV84)

No normal glasses could give insights like Jesusswer. For this you need the heart of God.
Jesus reveals what human eyes cannot ‘$¢either this man nor his parents sinned, but thisappened
so that the work of God might be displayed in hifel” How would you ever know what a great roof
you have on your house without a good storm nowthed? How can you know the power in your
pickup if you never have heavy loads to haul? Han you know the love of God if you never have
troubles beyond your ability? How could we betippreciate God’s power to help us than by watching
Jesus heal this man born blind? It was Jesus’ wor&arth.“| AM the Light of the world.”

Don’t expect God'shealing Light to function like a flashlight. Jesus does the tastg you
might expect for Him to heal the man’s eyes. Hié sphat’s right. Jesus spit on the ground andlena
some mud. Then He smeared the mud on the man% ay@ told him,"Go, wash in the Pool of
Siloam.” If Jesus’ had snapped His fingers or waived aicmagnd, some might call this an accident.
But strange deeds make strong wonders and sighsahaot be denied. So don’t expect everythingato
your way all the time. Jesus is thealing Light in your life too. You might want a million dollgrkie’ll
give you mud instead. You might want wealth; Hgss&o, wash...” in the waters of Baptism. People
pay tens of thousands for an education. God’'gimsiare free, and freely given in God’s Word.

Who would refuse God'kealing Light and constantly avoi&eeing Jesus, the Christ of God?
Is it simple confusion? This man’s friends andgheiors argued whether he was the same blind mgn the
knew. But how do you explain this? The man wasaable with the authorities.



T Sabbath Prophet (w.13-17)
It seems there was a problem with his healing., lN® eyes were perfectly fine. He wasn'’t
overcharged. Unfortunately, some very powerfulgbealid not like the day on which he was healed.
Imagine that! They thought it was against God'w/lta heal on the Sabbath.

1500 years earlier through Moses, God had comntbktie people not to work on Saturday.
Their Hebrew Word “Sabbath” means “rest.” Sadtgt forgot the other half of God’s command: Go to
church! Hear God’s WordChicken Soup for the Soidl just a book title. “Rest” for your soul is wtha
God gives in His holy Word and what He wants fdoradlus. When they missed this Good News, they
made up their own bad news. They defined “work8i@gging your staff on the ground — “plowing!” Or
healing someone like this blind man. So they aedukesus of sin for healing him on the Sabbatht Bu
when they asked the formerly blind man what he ghowf Jesus, he got it rightHe is a prophet.”

Have you reached that place in your spiritual peyr where you consider Jestas prophet”?
Muslims and Mormons will give Jesus that much. Bloimed and Joseph Smith, of course, considered
themselves to be greater prophets. But that'susecthey missed theabbath part of Jesus’ prophetic
work. If you have fooled yourself with work rigloiesness and think you're a good person withbat
Christ of God, you will never get beyond Jesus as ju§praphet” — a few good things to say, but not
really relevant today. Blind Pharisee. And theysed everyone who disagreed with them. They
accosted the man’s parents whether their son waalpchealed. They threatened to throw anyoneobut
the synagogue who said Jesus was the Christ. Antteyright there with them if you think Jesus has
nothing to say to you as God. But if you feel yguilt and shame, if you admit the sickness in yaaul,
then you should also listen to Jesus express Qoués for you. As theSabbath Prophet He says,
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdenedddnwill give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in &g, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is ligh{¥Matthew 11:28-30 NIV84)

T the Son of God (vv.34-39)

What is it that makes some people so angry abesis? The Pharisees actually summoned the
blind man again to argue that Jesus must be arsamtecould not possibly be from God. But the man
was amazed at their confusion and tried to convihee,“If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” That really put them over the edgé/ou were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you tiee
us!” Can you believe it? They were so angry at Jébag,threw the man out.

Don’t expect the world to love you. Don’t expdioe religious community to give you accolades,
serenades or marmalade just because you love J&Shsstian” to them does not include Christ arid a
His teaching. For many its just a cultural thimgoi which they were born. They keep Christ at arm’
length or out of sight. Our sinful eyes do nota@t®to see Him ate Christ of God.

Yet you never need to feel dejected for beingcte by the world. All this man did was stick up
for Jesus who gave him the priceless gift of sigitthat he did not realize was that Jesus was no¢ do
blessing him yet. Now | ask you, was the man logkor Jesus the first time? No, he was blind.wNo
that he can see physically, is he looking for Jesto, he’s still blind inside his soul. But guedgsat!
Jesus is looking for him. And Jesus is lookingyfou in order to complete His miracle in your life.

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?"Jesus ishe Son of God, but He usually calls Himse€lthe
Son of Man.” He identifies with us just as He identified Hirtige this blind manThen the man said,
“Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus sai“For judgment | have come into this world, so
that the blind will see and those who see will bemblind.” Blind souls who insist they can see without
Jesus are judged blind. All who admit their blieds will find God gracious and kind. God heals.you
God forgives you.Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, richesaling of the mind, Yea, all | need,
in thee to find, O Lamb of God, | come, | com{eWw397:4) Amen.

For the study behind this sermon or for copies Emaiordes@comast.net New Life Evangelical Lutheran Church
You can also call: 651-484-1169. Hear the seratonww.wels.us/newlife 180 County Rd F - Shoreview, MN 55126




