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“The Righteous Will Live by His Faith!”

T How long must | call? (1:1-3)
T Wait on the LORD’s faithfulness. (2:1-4)

In the name of Jesus, our Righteousness from Gaad,fdithful Christians:

Ever hear someone say, “I can’t believe this igpeaing to me”? People need to escape. Ask
producer Jerry Bruckheimer, “What do you want onryimmbstone?” His answer would be: “He really
entertained audiences; he made them feel better ouple of hours.(The Costco Connectip®ctober 2010,

p. 30.) How far can you escape wirates of the Caribbean, National Treasuoe Blackhawk Dowf

What about troubles we cannot turn off? Toilds han’t fade with the final credits? Pain that
won't turn the channel, especially for someone me? For Habakkuk there was no remote to reverse
the Assyrian atrocities up north in Israel. Natflasward could keep the Babylonians from trashing
Judah in the south. There was no pause for the gend when God is the Director and Producer afryo
life, yet heartache follows misery in spite of ylur prayers, you can’t help asking with Habakkuk...

T How long must | call? (1:1-3)
“How long, O LorD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Orycout to you, ‘Violence!
but you do not save? Why do you make me look atstice? Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction
and violence are before me; there is strife, anadict abounds.”

Habakkuk had no use for action adventure; he read@cation from reality. What hurt him most
was that God seemed to be grabbing him by thetearsake him look at corrupt judges condemning the
victims. The Almighty Judge seemed to respecbtets stirring up trouble to kill and maim the ouent
while enriching the guilty. Enemies and citizensrevmaking real-life movies of murder and mayhem.
And theirs was not some male actor in a girl’s ponikfit trying to sell you more care insurance.

Can you hear echoes of other believers? Whatdob% complaint in the oldest book of the
Bible? “Why me, IorRD? Why these troubles that you yourself say | dodeserve?” What about David
in Psalm 37 where evil men kept attacking the @oat needy? Why did Asaph in Psalm 73 almost lose
his faith? Wicked with healthy bodies and a caelifestyle seem so unfair when God’s people hurt.

Who else got such a shocking answer as Habakkhistcomplaint. The &rRD replied: “Look at
the nations and watch — and be utterly amazed. F@m going to do something in your days that you
would not believe, even if you were told. | am fiaig up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous
people, who sweep across the whole earth to seimdlicig places not their own.(1:5f NIV)

Did your Dad ever try that when you hurt your #ng “See if | grab your leg like this, you don’t
feel your finger anymore, right?” “Dad! It hurtsINow the feared and dreaded Babylonians with the
latest technology and their unstoppable war ma¢hhh@w did that answer Habakkuk’s complaint?

Here is where human reason always fails to feae kand trust in God above all things. When
God tells us something we don’t want to hear, weekdike the Israelites at the edge of the Promised
Land. Instead of believing the minority report Jdshua and Caleb consistent with God’s powerful
promises, the people sided with the ten spies vaflect for them to go back to Egypt. Then when the
LORD grew angry enough to destroy them in the deskdy tdecided to go ahead and attack the
Canaanites anyway. Pride and presumption aredisiars. And every time we want to hire them faor o
Amazon army, we loseHow long must | call? can be a cry of despair as unbelief slides intd hgut
Habakkuk went the other way. By faith he climbled mmountain of God’s promises to...



T Wait on the LoRD’s faithfulness. (2:1-4)

Remarkably, Habakkuk’s second complaint turnechfrayer to praiseO L ORD, are you not
from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will ndie. O LorD, you have appointed them to
execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained thenptmish. Your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerdhe treacherous? Why are you silent while the
wicked swallow up those more righteous than themsel?” (1:12iNIv) Habakkuk keeps climbing higher:
“I will stand at my watch and station myself on thramparts; | will look to see what he will say toan
and what answer | am to give to this complaint.”

Maybe these were not just his questions. As almbof the IORD, Habakkuk was supposed to
pray for God’s people too. He needed answers nigtfor his own soul, but for those in his carendA
God’s answers show us qualities of God’s Holy Waehdch we don’t ever want to forget.

Then the LoRD replied: “Write down the revelation and make itgoh on tablets so that a herald
may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appuded time; it speaks of the end and will not prove
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certanly come and will not delay.”

Heralds still run tirelessly to tell this far anadde. God’s justice seemed so slow in coming,itut
its day, atthe appointed timgit burst across the pages of history as God wtigestory. Justice for all
crimes of all time came crashing down on the innbtead of that Man hanging on the middle cross of
Calvary. And every hurting heart longing for colasion can find it here. The Lord inspired His Agle
Paul: “This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before theginning of time, but it has now been
revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Chri¥esus, who has destroyed death and has brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel.{2 Timothy 1:9f Second Lesson)God’s revelation may
seem tdlinger,” but“wait for it,” because in it's tim&t will certainly come and will not delay.” One
of the great defenders of the Christian faith, A.&wis put it this way: “The mills of the Lord gud
slowly, but they grind exceeding fine.” They grauhown fine on Jesus to set us free.

Habakkuk, your eyes won’t solve this problem. h#ig can't take it away. God knows the
wicked. “See, he is puffed up; his desires are not uprightGod does not need you to explain how bad
things really are. You see only surface evil. Geés sin deep in the souls of all people everyavher
They cannot catch life and happiness by their ounsyit. “Has not the LORD Almighty determined that
the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, th#ihe nations exhaust themselves for nothing@:13)

Habakkuk,“The righteous by his faith...,”that’'s what God calls you when you come into His
courtroom. The debt of guilt you could never rep&pd paid for you as Jesus died in your place.
Trembling, you see no wrath in the Almighty Juddde smiles with a kind hearted joy that melts your
heart and warms your soul. “You're free!” He saySee what my Son did for youThe righteous by
his faith will livel” Jesus came that you mighave life and have it to the full.’(John 10:10) | want you
to enjoy all my blessings now on earth and evegraft heaven. Many fight against my free gift of
everlasting love, buaith takes hold of theighteousness give. Some want to pound out the sureness of
salvation in Christ alone, btaith will always run with the Gospel of forgiveness tbtiae world.”

Last eve | paused beside a blacksmith’s door, Weatd the anvil sing the vesper chime;
Then, looking in, | saw upon the floor Old hammersrn with beating years of time.

“How many anvils have you had,” said I, “To weandbatter all those hammers so?”
“Just one,” he said, then, with a twinkling eyeTHe anvil wears the hammer out, you know.”

And so, | thought, the anvil of God’s Word For sag&eptic blows have beat upon;
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heafte anvil is unharmed — the hammers gdne.
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Let sorrow and tears be gone. Let truth and loesal for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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