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Stick With It!

v/ What God has taught you. (vv.14,15)
% What God is working in you. (w.16,17)

In the name of Jesus, dear family of God and eafpggiou confirmands, Jim Farrell and Noah Johnson:

Since you remember all my stories from Cateclatass, what did my Grandfather say to me that
time | felled a tree across his fence, driveway aearly hit his house? It was not like George Wagtain
and the cherry tree; | could not tell a lie. Thigthe tree, the chainsaw was in my hand, anehdétad
was coming up the driveway. After we discussedtkebeatays to fall trees, his last words were, “Ddatt
it make you afraid to cut the next one.” It's likeur Confirmation sermon themé&tick With It!

That's one characteristic of all the charactergsunScripture Lessons today. King Solomon could
dedicate the temple in Jerusalem because his fihgrDavid Stuck With It! Even though the &rD
said David had blood on his hands, he prepareditoson Solomon to build. At the dedication of the
temple Solomon prayed for us Gentil&syreigners” to the Jewish faith, that we woultick With It! in
prayer and be confident God will always hear anh.h@ Kings 8:22f,41-43) That's why Paul was so
adamant that Peter not rely on works for salvatian Stick With I1t! — by faith inthis glorious Gospel of
full and free forgiveness in Jesus Chr{glalatians 1:1-10) That's why Jesus was so impressed with the
faith of the Roman centurion. He felt unworthy gatnestly kept seeking Jesus’ help for his sickes.
(Luke 7:1-10) You too, dear Jim and NoaBtick With It! You never want to quit or let go of...

v/ What God has taught you. (vv.14,15)
What if your friend Paul were in prison? He wsitihis letter to encourage youstick With —
What God has taught yoy Timothy, becaus&you know from whom you learned it.” Through your
mother Eunice and grandmother L&sd taught you sincere faith. He gave special gifts of the $jiyi
laying Paul’'s hands on Timothy. Dear brothers,’ @just getting started. It's not time for Tim be
timid, but to“fan into flame the gift of God”in “a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline(1:5-7)

Confirmation is not just becoming a church membBaul wants Timothy to joitin suffering
for the gospel, by the power of God, who has sausdand called us to a holy life — not because of
anything we have done but because of his own pugasd grace.” We've all done worse things than
falling a few trees across God’s fence. Anytiméwadeen careless with our lessons, gives God reaso
to punish us forever. Instead, God gave us Hisegfia Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.”
His all-forgiving love Godrevealed through the appearing of our Savior, ClstiJesus."(1:8f)

Inside and outside enemies of your body and sdukeep trying to strip away God’s blessings of
your Confirmation. Butguard the good deposit that was entrusted to yoguard it with the help of
the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”(1:14) Don't be offended when you find unrepentant sianand
hypocrites in the church. They want to please Sewes instead of our Lord Christ. Biihe Lord
knows those who are his.”And He says;Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord musnt
away from wickedness.{2:19) Our job as young Christians is tieee the evil desires of youth, and
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, alovith those who call on the Lord out of a pure hedrt
(2:22) That means finding fellowship with sincere Chass who practice what they preach.

Don’t expect things to get easiefThere will be terrible times in the last days. Pae will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastfugyat, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungfate
unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, witlut self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasuréhea than lovers of God — having a form of godlirses
but denying its power. Have nothing to do with théng3:1-5) Timothy, Jim, Noah — build on what you



have already learned from Paul and other faithfalistians. Watch what happens in the lives of ¢hos
who follow God’s Word and those who do n&tick With It! — becausé&rom infancy you have known
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you &fsr salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Too often students and adults just say what taehier or parents or friends want to hear. They try
to “go along to get along.” But Paul is telling ailsout his personal conviction, not just thinkir@@ppy
thoughts.” The written tests are over. Now tha test begins. Will you stand for God’s truth matter
who is watching or might be offended? Things maygo your way. Remember when Joseph in Egypt
obeyed God’s Sixth Commandment instead of his mastgfe? Accused of rape and imprisoned,
Joseph would still say, “Jim! Noah!Stick With It!” God’s kingdom comes through Word and
sacrament. He wants to rule in your he&@bd has taught youHis holy Law that shows our sin and the
damnation we deserveGod has taught youHis sweet, sweet Gospel that shows our Savior had t
salvation of His all-forgiving grace. With Pauldim’s Confirmation passagél am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God for the atabn of everyone who believes: first for the Jeten
for the Gentile.” (Romans 1:16)Stick With — What God has taught yoy and...

%/ What God is working in you. (w.16,17)

As we've studied together, we've become more amed that‘all Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting dntraining in righteousness.” This is not just for
Catechism Class. It's not so you can join a chameth everyone be proud of you. No, it® that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every dawork.” What God is working in you is useful
for everyone you knowStick With It! — because first it's good and useful for you.

Remember when we talked about how we're like slaeepJesus is the Good Shepherd? We like
to keep walking the same trails into ruts. Thengeelazy and lie down, wiggling back and forthiunt
our dirty wool flips us over on our back, belly tqpthe sun. That's a “cast” sheep. Left like kg will
die from heat or vultures. So our faithful Shephkas to keep looking for us. Think about this whe
you’re “cast down,” unhappy or depressed. The Goloelpherd is looking for you.

In his classic booki Shepherd Looks as Psalm 23, Philip Keller recalls what he would do:

“As soon as | reached the cast ewe my very fingtulse was to pick it up. Tenderly | would
roll the sheep over on its side. This would redigkie pressure of gases in the rumen. If she bad b
down for long | would have to lift her onto her fed hen straddling the sheep with my legs | wdubt
her erect, rubbing her limbs to restore the citooiato her legs. This often took quite a litiimé. When
the sheep started to walk again she often justldtdnstaggered and collapsed in a heap once more.

“All the time | worked on the cast sheep | woultdktto it gently...always...in language that
combined tenderness and rebuke, compassion anectiorr. Little by little the sheep would...start to
walk steadily and surely. By and by it would dastry to rejoin the others, set free from its fesnd
frustrations, given another chance to live a lifitkeger.” (Cf. Ps 23:3a — “He restoreth my sout™

In Catechism class God set you on your feet towith the flock. But don’t run away. Don't
ignore the Shepherd’s voice when God calls you laazin. Kneel at the cross in repentant faith seel
your Savior there. Run to the empty tomb and egjmy victory there. Look up in prayer and always
see God smiling down on you. You may feel as if’g@running out of grace and goodness from God.
But your heavenly father is always calling you irs AlVord, “Come on back. There’s more where that
came from.” All our success in this life and thexnturns on Noah’s Confirmation passag¥our word
is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path(®salm 119:105 NIv)Stick With It! And your pathway here
will lead to glory there with God in heaven. Amen.
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