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“He Will Guide You Into All Truth”

%7 no private interpretation (vwv.12,13)
%/ bringing glory to God in Christ (vv.14,15)

In the name of our Triune God — Father, Son, anly Bpirit — dearly beloved of God:

The famous philosopher Nietzsche is quoted asga$The only absolute truth is that there is no
absolute truth.” Most Christian denominations agreEven conservatives claim some teachings are
“fundamental,” and others not. “What is truth?la® asked.’l AM...the Truth,” Jesus says.

But isn’t the tension between truth and fictionavimakes spy shows so intriguing? In the late
great “24,” the President was elected for her sptidciples. But she sacrifices most of them fovald
peace treaty based on lies, betrayal and violeHd#hat is truth?” screams our culture.

That's why we need this Sunday of THE HOLY TRINITYou can knowAll Truth . God says,
“He Will Guide You ....” God’s Word is clear. Leave Nietzsche and Pilathe grave. There is...

%/ no private interpretation (vwv.12,13)

Most pastors and theologians today would rathecdrpenters than machinists. They want to
carpenter around with God’s Word, shaving off #dihere, sawing off a chunk there. Carpenteres tik
leave Y4” gaps to fill with caulk. Machinists woik thousandths. Carpenters have convinced most
Americans that “all religions are the same; justedent interpretations.” They demoted the Bildeat
book of myths and legends. But even Bible belie\gat hung up oprivate interpretation. Bible class
discussion is what they feel the text says to theot, what it actually says. In his booRjblical
Interpretation — The Only Right Wayretired seminary Professor David P. Kuske, dhils “the devil's
lie.” It's based on the premise that the Biblemslear as if no one can really know what it says.

Yet here on the night He was betrayed, JesusHédidisciples: “I have much more to say to
you, more than you can now bear. But when he, thar® of truth, comes, he will guide you into all
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will spealnly what he hears, and he will tell you what istye
come.” Earlier“to the Jews who had believed on him Jesus saiflybu continue in my word, then are
you my disciples indeed; and you will know the tnyand the truth shall make you free(John 8:31f KJv
updated) God did not leave us to fumble around in the darfknd our own way. God’s Word is clear.

Think how foolish it would be for everyone to havis ownprivate interpretation. Let's say
you inherited enough to build a new house, a “mdaehe” in Florida. You drive through swamps and
marshes to a run down garage along the highwayhatf | say?” the builder calls. “Lots of waterrag
eh?” “Where’'s my model home?” you ask as your terature rises. “Right in here!” He heads through
the open garage door. “You fit my home in heréRidn’t you say you wanted a ‘model home’? It was
easy. |took the specs you sent and interpredett in centimeters. Here you go. Ain’t sheeauiy?”

No one would fall for that, right? Only religiopgople talkingaboutthe Bible instead of reading
the Bible. Or they just read bookboutit. Check the latest issue Bbrward in Christ Julia Olene
writes, “l was raised in the Methodist church.thé doors of the church were open my family wasethe
As a young girl | went to various Bible study clessat my church but always came away confused.
There were classes on interpreting the Bible abtichi theology that also left me questioning. \WHe
would read the Bible, it just didn’t seem to conmgarnth what | was being fed at my church, so | meve
really dug deeply into the Word. | always felttthaas never going to be good enough to be samdd a
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that my sins were too many for God to forgive.” are later she studied the Bible in order to teaah h
children, but “I could not understand...why | wasdt@ome things did not apply to today’'s world. It
seemed clear to me that the Bible was the Wordanf, But some in my denomination were saying that
not everything in the Bible was true.” Things were better for her and her second husband in the
Episcopal church. Finally the Lord led them to &M% church in Universal City, Texas. “Since that
time my hunger for the Word has been fed both ftbenpulpit and in weekly Bible studies. | am still
amazed every Sunday to hear the true Word predeltbtully. That was 17 years ago, and | stillrika
God for guiding me and my husband into a place e/her can feast on the Word of God.”

God is love. His Bible book of books is a lovéde inspired through prophets who also did not
have their owrprivate interpretation. This must be really important because Peterewiit his Second
Epistle: “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy $€ripture came about by the prophet’s
own interpretation. For prophecy never had its gm in the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit(1:20f NIV) No private interpretation — not for the prophets
and not even for the Holy Spirit. This is truly anng because the Holy Spirit is also called @atks
5:4). Yet Jesus says thavhen he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guidgou into all truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what hear®...” In our North Circuit Pastors’ meeting,
Pastor Bentz compared the Holy Spirit to the Peagid Press Secretary who listens in on all the
important meetings at the White House, then thlspgublic press what he hears. The Holy Spistsal
to the Father and the Son, yet He relies on thaincils in heaven to reveal God’s will and even the
future, as much as God’s people can bear at thee tibo you see’No private interpretation means...

%7 bringing glory to God in Christ (vv.14,15)
Here’s another reason to believe the Bible andsgrdne Holy Trinity. Neither Father, Son nor

Holy Spirit seek to glorify themselves. In Lent \earned how Jesus glorified the Father by sulmgitto
His will to suffer and die on the cross for ourssinin John 17, Jesus will pray about how the Fathe
glorifies Him: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, thgour Son may glorify you.(John 17:1
NIV) And here Jesus says the Holy Sgiwill bring glory to me by taking from what is mineand
making it known to you. All that belongs to the Eeer is mine. That is why | said the Spirit will ke
from what is mine and make it known to you.”

Father, Son and Holy Spirit own all knowledge &#heksing together. They share in each other’s
work for a very important reason. Do you know wdnnging glory to God in Christ is so important to
the Holy Spirit? Do you realize why He is so detgred that He grabs hold of the Truth in Jesus and
repeatedly proclaims it loud and clear ? One neasbou! If you want to know the truth, God puath
desire in your heart. He will cradle and protéea flame until He stirs it into a warm fire as Hd dith
Julia Olene. God made Himself visible in Christl gorifies Him in order to bless you.

This intimate relationship of dear children toithgear Father is unique to Christianity. None of
the world’s religions even imagined God would dami Himself to save stubborn, rebellious sinners.
Non-Christian creeds picture you at the bottom afefl with god shaking his finger: “You got youlkse
into this. Now get yourself out.” Only our Fatherheaven sent His only begotten Son to rescueus
guilt and make us His own. He lifts us up to Higihg heart.Glory to God means saving you and me.

With the Triune God there’s no reason to run fritm@ Truth, not for you or your children. You
can look honestly at your mistakes and sins agenpaconfess and receive forgiveness in Christw N
live guilt free and raise your children in the feard admonition of the Lord. Forgive and honorheac
other because Father, Son and Holy Spirit lovetaombr us undeserving sinners. They adopted us into
the family of the Triune God by Holy Baptism. Sdt the Father and the Son, the dear Holy Spirit
“Will Guide You Into All Truth.”  Listen closely. In God's truth press on to gloAmen.
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