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Christ Comesto Serve

¢ Not in self-seeking position (vv.35-40)
¢ Giving Hislifeasransom (vv.41-45)

In the name of Jesus, our Servant-King, dear eape&hristians:

They say your whole life flashes before your eiypethe last second. From this moment with the
executioner’s sword flashing high in the air tosficontact I'm thinking about my brother John. I'm
remember all those times we spent together withsles Nazareth. I'm more convinced than ever that
He truly is the promised Messiah. That's why I'erd, glad to be here, to see Him soon.

In all my life one thing | regret most was what wed our mother asked of Jesus one day. It
seems so disgusting now. But it's all the moresoeal know I'm not alone even in these last secaids
my life. Jesus is right here with me. At thistlasment for meChrist Comesto Serve.

¢ Not in self-seeking position (vv.35-40)

After these eight years | can't imagine how weldaask Jesus such a selfish question. Maybe
that's why Jesus called us the “Sons of Thundai& could burst out with the most ridiculous ideas.
Like that time we thought Jesus should call dowa from heaven on a whole village of Samaritans
because they were inhospitable. He scolded u¢ednuh to the next village.

It was never Jesus’ way to put Himself forwarde Was always glorifying our Father in heaven.
But | shamefully admit John and | did. Jesus hes fried to teach that rich young man about helgven
wealth, and here we were seeking a kind of eadtdyy like God. How could Jesus be so patient when
He had just told us again that He would suffer sifaitty and die in Jerusalem? You’d almost think we
were deaf. And practically everyone | know woulavé complained, “Don’t you disciples even care
about me at all? Here | am telling you about mgthdeand you act as if you cannot hear me!”

But that's not Jesus. He just kept heading towkmisalem, and we just keggeking our own
selfishposition. We knew Jesus would not like our question. ®oasked for a blank check from Him
first. I'm embarrassed to repeat thiS:eacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask.

Did we think He would talk like King Herod, “Up tealf of my kingdom!”? Jesus is so wise. He
just went along with it.“What do you want me to do for you?e asked, even though He always knew
what everyone was thinking. We were selfishilyrigyto get ahead in the King’s court.

“Let one of us sit at your right and the other abwyr left in your glory.” 1 still don’t know why
He didn’t call down thunder on us for that one. t Beally. Jesus didn’t bat an eye. He very kindly
informed us,You don’t know what you are asking. Can you drirtke cup | drink or be baptized with
the baptism | am baptized with?What were we thinking? We had no idea how Heswould end even
though He kept telling us. So we just blurted likg two school boys;We can.”

I’'m a few years older than my brother John. Idtdave known better. Our mother should have
known better, but then she wasn’t hearing Jesaghiag or His predictions about His passion the way
we were. | can forgive her and John too. But Ineally ashamed of myself for making Jesus punus i
our place.“You will drink the cup | drink and be baptized witthe baptism | am baptized with....”

That's why I'm here waiting for Herod’s executiarte finish the job. He’s like his grandfather
Herod the Great who massacred all the baby boBgihlehem when Jesus was born. Cruelty runs in the
family. His uncle Herod Antipas had John the Bstpbieheaded just to keep his drunken promise to tha
dancing girl. After today with me, Herod Agrippallviry to do away with Peter too. But an angellwi



let Peter out of prison. Then Herod will sit o tirone in a shining silver robe and take prakseGod.
What a painful death for him to be eaten with warri®iat’'s what | deserve too, John and I. We wénte
God's glory without the cross of His Son. Jesumbatold us,“To sit at my right or left is not for me to
grant. These places belong to those for whom thaye been prepared.Christ came, it is true, babt

in self-seeking position. That’'s what we were doing, always trying to bstf The others got pretty
upset with us “Sons of Thunder.” But we all cosé® our sin after what Jesus said next.

¢ Giving Hislifeasransom (vv.41-45)
The moment of death comes so quickly with an etiecer like this. But it's amazing how your
mind can process so many thoughts in that splbredefore earth’s little day is done. I'm notadd.
Believe it or not, it's an honor to be the firstl&sus’ disciples to die for His dear Name.

| feel that way because of what He told us. Ttieeioten disciples were mostly mad that they
didn’t think of it first. We were like a family wdhloses a rich relative, and then everybody scramta
get the best for themselves from the estate. “Autc'Black Friday” after Thanksgiving when shags
stampede for the sales. We disciples could hdledlleach other too, if Jesus had not been so twipat
us all in our place. | will never forget the wag kbld us. This wasn't the first time or the last.

“Jesus called [us all] together and said, ‘You knaWat those who are regarded as rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high official exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among yostbe your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man didtrcome to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

You call them “politicians,” always trying to maleveryone believe they really care about the
people. | suppose some of them do. But Jesugtsawoot of our problem was selfish blindness about
His death and the shabby way we were treating etiedr. You don’t have to be a politician to akel
the worst of them. We were proving that for su®ome of you do too in your marriages or the way
you're so, “Me first!” in your family. Instead afiving everyone else the first and the best, ygudrtake
the way John and | did. And if someone else bgaisin line, or gets the best parking space ahéad o
you, your heart starts pounding as if you've ndigtened to Jesus at all.

But that's why Jesus kept calling Hims#élie Son of Man.” He wanted us to know He’s one
with us sinners, not sinful like us, but carryingr @in. | can tell you absolutely, Jesus neveratidaid
anything wrong. Two Jewish courts and two Gerterts tried to convict Him with false witnesses.
Perjury couldn’t even make Him guilty. But He diedour place. He camgiving His life as ransom
for us all. That kind of faithful love finally mas you want to serve everyone else like Jesus.

That's why nothing else matters now. In thesé sasonds before Herod’'s sword slices through
my neck, | am at peace. | know Jesus lives. |daw alive many times. Calm and still is my hethis
moment. Even in my memory my Lo@hrist Comesto Serve. In your last hours too His Word will be
with you to bring you to glory. Life’s pomp and@imstance, the riches and the toys down herepilall
deep in burning landfills. No one will want themyanore. Why would you keep your baby toys after
you grow up? Why do you keep wanting earth’s bialyg when heaven has so much more?

It all comes down to this. Christ died. Chrsstisen. Christ will come again. And this givee m
hope in that final flash of Herod’s swortdven the Son of Man did not come to be served, tuserve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many He gave His life for me. | gladly give my liferf..

In memory of the Apostle James, the brother oinJahe first disciple to be martyrethut to
death with the sworddf King Herod.(Acts 12:2 — 25 July A.D. 4hittp://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/07/25.htnl

In the Name of the Father and of the Son andeftbly Spirit. Amen.
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