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Hope is Anchored in Christ’'s Permanent Priesthood
¢ Complete salvation in our living Intercessor (vv.23-25)
¥ Once for all in teteAeocTton (vv.26-28)
In the name of Jesus, our Great High Priest, déeligved of God:

It's not often | have to laugh reading our WEE&ward in Christ magazine. But when President
Mark Schroeder described his father in the Noven##99 issue, | laughed out loud. His article,
“Lovingly Intolerant” (p.32), brought back memories: *“I can think of many wotd describe my father,
but tolerant is not one of them.” Freshman called his fatif&miiey Schroeder” because he never did.
He had us slogging through forty lines of collegatih a day. “He would not be tolerant of careless
mistakes. He was even more intolerant of studehtswere lazy or who gave less than their begter t
preparation for class.” But aren’t those the teastyou remember most? Stories of “Smiley Schndede
helping future pastors pay their college tuitiol strculate to this day. He was intolerant odtlove,
much like our heavenly Father who cannot toleratebsecause He is holy and wants us to share heaven
with Him. This text is for those who understandtthWhen God says we deserve eternal destruation f
our sins, you get it. Now God also wants you tbtlges: OurHope is Anchored in Christ's Permanent
Priesthood Fear not — now or ever. Thanks to our “Lovinlyijolerant” Father, we have...

¢ Complete salvation in our living Intercessor (vv.23-25)

Anchors have not always been my favorite frien@ne in particular my brothers and | begged
our Dad to cut away because it was dragging us dowhen the tide reversed in the mouth of the Coos
Bay harbor, the water kept rushing past the bugg. matter how hard Dad pulled, nearly swamping the
boat, that anchor stayed stuck on the bottomidit'dhelp the stories about people washed ouetois a
rip tide or a friend my age just found washed upshare after a fishing accident. Finally, Dad the
rope. We had to help pay the deposit and tryméglt Mom.

Before our text the dear Holy Spirit detailed &ather’'sHope that anchor€hrist's Permanent
Priesthood “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firamd secure.”(6:19) ThePriesthoodwe
need has been on God’s mind from eternity wherFtteer ordained His Son to be His New Covenant
Priest. The Old Covenant to Moses at Mount Sires wbsolete, partly because its priests kept passin
away. But Christ'?ermanent Priesthoodis basedon the power of an indestructible life{7:16). Jesus
died and rose, so He cannot die again. To makeNiis Covenant absolutely certain, God confirmed
Christ’'s Priesthood with an oath:“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mindYou are a priest
forever....” (7:21) Now our text will tell us why this is so absoliytgital and comforting for us.

God can no more tolerate sin than we could worsliip a dead corpse in the aisle. If someone
rode a horse to the front doors of church anddgdtesent, wouldn’t you grab a shovel to cleap® (5in
is like that to God. But plain water cannot washaway. Gross as it sounds, it's absolutely true:
“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgivess.(9:22 NIvV) The only innocent blood that could
wash away sin flowed out from the wounds of GodismdSon who served as both Priest and Victim.
Jesus was trusting God’s Word for deliverance fdmath to grant uSomplete Salvation

Now hear this: “Because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanenegihood. Therefore he is
able to save completely those who come to God thhokim, because he always lives to intercede for
them.” Jesus’Priesthood cannot be passed on because Jesus holds His tifictkhe power of an
indestructible life.” (7:16) It cannot be lost to sin because God gave it antloathPsalm 110:4)|ps a one-
sided covenant of pure grace and forgivene€Sgheir sins and iniquities | will remember no morg.



(10:17 TPA) This is God’s judgment on you: Forgiven — foegysin. Jesus promisé$yhoever believes
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doesheiieve will be condemned(fark 16:15f NIV)

If that makes you tremble, then take comfort. Gagls,“To this man | will look, even to him
who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembled my word” (Isaiah 66:2 TPA) Your fear proves God
has worked faith in your heart. Now tell the Lawvlie quiet while you listen to the Gospel, the Good
News. Jesus loved you so much that He rescuedrgousin, death and hell. How much more will He
gladly intercede for you at the throne of graceful@ you win a championship and then not talk alitdut

We say, “He lives for sports.” Or, “She livessiaop and she shops to live.” Jesus our High Priest
lives to pray. With all His heart and soul He 8v® intercede to our Father at the throne of grdge
you think He could shed His blood for you then yeu slip away? Could He abandon you in your
sorrows when you need Him most at the gates oh@e3tou have God’'s Name on you in your Baptism.
And Jesus says$l, give them eternal life, and they shall never psh; no one can snatch them out of my
hand.” (John 10:28 NIV) When you feel lonely and depressed, Jesus livsllives for you! He lives to
pray for you night and day whether you sleep orayakhether you feel happy or sad, whether you sense
God's presence or feel as if He’s far away. Likieady upset when his mother is still holding, feedi
and rocking him, we need to lay our head on ouhnér&t shoulder and rest in GodC®mplete Salvation
in our living Intercessor. Securely ouHope is Anchored in Christ's Permanent Priesthood..

¢ Once for all in Tetehectar (vv.26-28)

How can ourntercessor “save completely those who come to God through HimTn John 10,
Jesus says] am the door” (KJv), “...the gate for the sheepNIv). And the one Way say8\o one
comes to the Father except through meJbhn 14:6) God made heaven so accessible in Christ thayto t
another way is like driving through the wall of ydather’'s garage when the door is wide open. This
Door is just the Priest we need. Jesutddy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, &rd above the
heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does need to offer sacrifices day after day, first fars
own sins, and then for the sins of the people. Hesficed for their sins once for all when he offed
himself.” Jesus is absolutely good and uses God’'s Wordsaocdments to bring us home to heaven.
Jesus isseparate from sinners’because He has no personal sin of His own. Alisin He carried, He
got from us. And all the righteousness we now essswe got from Him in God’s Great Exchange.

“Exalted above the heavensis like Paul speaking abotthe third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2)
above the earth’s atmosphetiee first heavenand above outer space where the stars hang isettend
heaven Our risen and ascended Savior was glorified;*ptessed through the heavengHebrews 4:14)
Jesusascended higher than all the heavensgEphesians 4:10) His goal is paradise with usFor Christ
died for sins once for all, the righteous for thentighteous, to bring you to God{1 Peter 3:18 NIV)

Even though Rome claims to keep resacrificing €hn the Mass, the Holy Spirit three times in
Hebrews says Christ sacrificed Himself once. tigssurprise if you listen to Him dying on the cross
Jesus said,Tetedeotar — It isfinished.” Who has a right to substitute himself for Chaad then speak
against Him? The Holy Spirit says her&.he Son...has been made perfect foreveltiferally, brought
to the goal. Seven centuries earlier Isaigi9:16f) recorded how Jesus volunteered to do what no Isee e
could. Hisgoal was to save our human race from sin. When He idiedir place, He reached thgual
and paid our way to heaven with His holy preciolm8. He has one goal left: to bring you there.
Imagine the angels when you die. They pick youand fly through opposition tackles and enemy
defenses to carry you into the end zone. The wtadn the stars erupts with shouts for Christ, “He
scores!” And all the angels and saints in heavgn“Glory!” If ever your arms ached to hold sonmeo
you love, a million times more God’s arms acheyfiou. Do not think for a second He will ever letuyo
go. He paid the ultimate price for your salvatiofll that remains is for heaven to shout as thgeén
carry you across the goal lineTételeatou!” when God brings you home. Father, Son and Hepyrit
will not rest until you'’re there. Owope is Anchored in Christsecure. Amen.
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