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The Prophet Hasthe Answers

$ Jesusfeedsour bodies. (vw.1-11)
¢ Jesusfeedsour souls. (v.12-15)

In the name of Jesu§he Prophet promised by God, dear fellow disciples of our Lord

It's very difficult for us who grew up in Christiafamilies to understand how hard it is for other
Americans in our post-Christian culture. The oungldg of evolution in our classrooms has left most
college students trusting no one but their profiesssé\nd they disagree. But throughout the wotlieo
cultures clamor for authoritative prophecy to méier lives easier and help them deal with suffgrin

Prophets such as Buddha said things like, “Suffehappens, so get over it.” Islam teaches
submission to their god Allah and his prophet Muhmad. But when | respectfully asked a Muslim
security guard why th&oran says Muhammad’s grave is in Mecca, but the sumbpdesser prophet
Jesus was taken to heaven without dying, he angw&eme things are hard to interpret.”

Read the Bible; you find it clearly interpretseifs The simple message: Body and soul, we are
loved by God. Out of extreme difficulty God’s loglines brightly on Jesdshe Prophet. We need to
see how fullyThe Prophet Hasthe Answers. That will leave us with only one question.

¢ Jesusfeedsour bodies. (vw.1-11)
Our Harmony of the Gospels Bible Class last widiscovered some very interesting things when
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand. Besides Jesus’ resurrection, this is the onlsache of our Lord in all
four Gospels. Yet comparing Matthew, Mark, Luked alohn, their unique details are all in perfect
harmony. We just have to pay attention to the wavtlich the Holy Spirit inspired in each of His ol
writers. Then we can apprecidibe Prophet who Hasthe Answers,

Our text from John 6 really gives no reason wisudecrossed to the far shore of Galilee, only that
the people followed because they wanted more nesacMWouldn’t you if you had spent everything on
worthless medical treatments? This Rabbi from Ngthecan heal for free? But will He? Even religio
men, at least in their private conversations, oftespise the poor who can’'t do something for théfat
look closely at Jesus, and you find just the ogposi

Matthew reports that Jesus had just heard howcelisin and forerunner, John the Baptizer, had
been beheaded. Mark relates that the people weweling around Jesus and His disciples so much they
didn't even have time to eat. Mark and Luke sayds after the Twelve returned from their first
missionary journey. Jesus could see they reaklyle@ some rest. A retreat on the far side wasdero

Nurses, doctors and caregivers can appreciateJesus must have felt when He looked up with
tired eyes. Instead of peaceful blue lake wathrsys saw crowds of people walking around the Bhere
to reach them. It's fine when you're fresh in therning. But pull a 48-hour shift in the ER, arshres
get frayed into flaring tempers. Yet the Holy Spiells us Jesus was filled with compassion, ficst
their bodies. He healed them. And have you ndtieewn Jesus healed? It was not by some mass shower
of medicine to get it over with. Jesus healed op®ne, placing His hands even on unclean lepers.
Likewise personally still today, He calls each afly name in our Baptism and puts His Name on us.
Individually He says of His body and blood: “Givand shed for you...for you...for you.”

Think how His disciples must have felt for Jesasask Philip as soon as He saw the crowds:
“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eatEight months wages”at today’s minimum wage
of $58 per day comes to $11,600 just for bread.s Wis just an impractical Rabbi question? Remembe
Jesuss The Prophet who Hasthe Answers. So John reports that Jesasked this only to test [Philip],



for he already had in mind what he was going to ‘doApparently, Jesus’ question bothered the other
disciples all day long as He was teaching and hgalie crowds. Because the other Gospel writ@srte
that late in the day the disciples came to Jestlstieir solution:“Send the people away so they can go
to the surrounding countryside and villages and bthemselves something to eat.'Isn’t that typical?
We run into problems we can’t solve, so we justtpamfoul out. But our compassionate Savior who
feeds our bodies answered: “You give them something to eat(Mark 6:36f NIvV) When they objected
Jesus orderedHave the people sit down

Jesus created bread and fish, so why use abiis lunch? Is Jesus teaching us not to despise
the little things and to make use of what God ptes? Barley makes cheap bread. Is Jesus a pakd? co

For the sake of this sermon, I'll admit makingynohe cake in my life, my bride’s birthday our
first year married. | rushed home from Sem anddba box mix from a wedding shower. Jiffy white
cake calls for an 8” pan. It was fine until | mdlithe 8 x %2 inch cake out of the oven. No problé&nt
and stack the cake. It would have helped for ¢thegito be less sticky. But flat to the wall, tthey side
didn’t need icing anyway. It's the thought thatints. And my bride was nice enough to eat a bite.

The Prophet here is also the Creator. He blesses with thamksit Father in heaven and breaks
in a simple, natural wayJesus feeds our bodies— no question, except only one. But first...

$ Jesusfeedsour souls. (vw.12-15)

Matthew reports thatthe number of those who ate was about five thoudamen, besides
women and children.”(14:21 NIv) It would have been an awesome miracle if Jesdgust sent everyone
home at that point. Bufhe Prophet Has the Answers to more than just our physical need3esus
feeds our soulsin ways that we cannot see, much less request@odis bountiful goodness.

No doubt Jesus wants to teach us not to wastéloBki closely at the Greek original and the Holy
Spirit did not have John use the normal word ffolesrs. “Gather the fragments that remain,teally
means over the top, way past needs. You know limaesChristians like to say, “God does not always
give us what we want, but He gives us what we rie&due enough, but that does not do justice to’&od
gracious goodness. This was not fish and chipseirThunger was fully satisfied. Our God promises,
“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give yothe desires of your heart.(Psalm 37:4 NIV) Pray those
desires are good because in His loving kindnessgoacious God dearly desires to bless His own.
“Twelve basketsfull of pieces! Don't think for a second that mrlbread just didn’t taste good. Only
one time in the New Testament, right here in Jotii3,6the Holy Spirit uses a woK@ippwckw) as we
would say, “voracious appetite,” or “They devoutbdir food.” They loved it. And they were satesfi

And that's why Jesus leftThe Prophet Has the Answers. Jesus feeds our souls. But that
means He cannot abide stubborn crowds wantingrte felim to be a Bread-King. Jesus cannot allow
His disciples to hang around with sinful heartstfo good life. For Jesus to settle for such engjdyy
would be like painting a ruby or varnishing a diardo “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into
the world!” — so true. Jesus truly fulfills all God’s promigbesough all the Old Testament prophets. To
the Israelites in 1500 B.C., Moses saldhe LORD your God will raise up for you a prophdike me
from among your own brothers. You must listen tovh” (Deuteronomy 18:15)Does that help you with
the one outstanding question? Jesus came to skdalddd and wash away our sins of eating too much,
coveting more, and taking the credit for our owoncgss. The Prophet loves to feedur bodies. He had
died and rose again to feedr souls for life everlasting with God in heaven.

Only one question remains: Do you trust Him tedfeyour body and soul? Church time is easy.
But God give us His grace for the next stack dtbilin real life we need to answer, “Yes, Lordtrust
you. Let me give to you first. Let me take tinoe Ehurch first, for | believe thaman does not live on
bread alone, but on every word that comes from theuth of God.” (Matthew 4:4 NIV) | believe you
when you promise:Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give yothe desires of your heart.(Psaim
37:4 NIV) For my body and soul, Lord, | believe Jesuse Prophet Hasthe Answers. Amen.
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