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Let God Bless His People

T Remember God’s Word with your family. (vv.18-21)
T Recognize God'’s blessing and His cursevv.26-28)

In the name of Jesus, God’s Word — crucified, ried ruling — dearly redeemed family of God:

It's a story | need to tell delicately about tived | was glad cows don’t usually bite. | was regti
my Cheerios one Sunday morning when my brotheinddiin. “Mark, that cow is almost dead. Her calf
died last night. We have to pull it to save heNe&ither of us had experience or a calf-pullingappus.
So we sat on the ground and took hold of whatewvercauld. Then we pulled for all we were worth.
Saved the cow, and | went back to finish my Cheesmwe could get to church on time.

Was that cruel or do we sometimes need to hwtder to heal? We become so used to sanitized
grocery stores and pain-free surgery that our getd anesthetized to the life and death battlenaraumnd
in us. We need a heavy dose of realityéb God Bless His Peopléoday. Make it your life to...

T Remember God’s Word with your family. (vv.18-21)
Moses was worried. In this collection of lastrsens called Deuteronomy, th@kD's prophet is
trying to impress God’s people with God’s desirdkess, and how they need to get out of His waye W
need a muzzle to help us stop talking and the Spiyit's hearing aid to get down deep inside.

“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and mind§e them as symbols on your hands and
bind them on your foreheads.”This is one of four verses in Moses’ law abouylabtteries which are
still worn by Jews today. According tevw.JewishEncyclopedia.cqrtiThere are more laws...about the
institution of tefillin than about any other institon of Judaism.” Only a few sentences, and \g®mil®w
these laws hide Moses’ messag&hese words of mine’are really God’s Word to Moses, not meant for
tiny little black boxes, but clearly written on duearts. The Jewish Rabbi from Nazareth who fedikgll
the Messianic prophecies condemned the Phariseeteachers of the law:Everything they do is done
for men to see: They make their phylacteries wideldhe tassels on their garments longMatthew 23:5
NIV) Directly to them, Jesus saidDo not think | will accuse you before the FathelYour accuser is
Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you belieMaases, you would believe me, for he wrote about
me. But since you do not believe what he wroteyhare you going to believe what | say@ohn 5:45-47)

It's not surprising that Jews steeped in traditimuld miss the point. Truly disappointing is how
Christians fail to listen to Christ and neglecifimaditions like Christian education. Listen e LORD'S
prophet: “Teach them to your children, talking about them wh you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you gpt Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates, so that your days and the dafygaur children may be many in the land that the
Lord swore to give your forefathers, as many as ttays that the heavens are above the earth.”

According to another Jewish prophet named Jere(iadtL-34) by disobeying the @rD God the
Jews lost the Old Covenant which was connectetiddtomised Land. But God is still reaching out to
His chosen people through the Old Testament Scegtand through Christians all over the world.
What's at stake now is the Promised Land of heatteat, Paradise of God where He wants us to live
forever with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We née&emember God’s Word to [our] family in order
to Let God Bless His People And some Christian traditions can be helpful, reofuired, but helpful.

One of these became clear to me when Hmong pestaieed joining our fellowship. Their
WELS-Hmong pastors explained how Hmong culture iregu‘'god money” to be put up on their walls at
home to pay the expenses of dead relatives inftedife. When they became Christians, they realiz
this is not good according to the Bible. So theyaloped a liturgical rite for going to the homeaafiew



Hmong Christian, removing the slips of paper frdra wvalls and putting up crosses and pictures afsles
This tradition reminds us how Christ won eternfd for us by dying and rising again.

Do you find yourself complaining about lost traaiits in raunchy entertainment? Or do you use
movies and media even as bad examples to teacts @athi to your children and grandchildren, nephews
and nieces? God’s wisdom gives practical appboati For example one mother told her teenage boys
they had to watch TV one night. “But, Mom, you8epposed to tell us to watch less TV, and then we
argue how we want more.” “You need to watch thisve,” she replied. “What’s it called?” Life,
Health and the American Woman.” “Why do you want us to watch that?” “Becaus&nd gives you a
wife someday, | want you to be an understandindgpénd.” Doesn’t God’s Word sa$ilusbands, love
your wives as Christ loved the church and gave Hetisup for her” (Ephesians 5:2%) And isn’t family
psychologist Gary Smalley right when he says, “Leeeks knowledge”? Dear family of God, you can
think of a million other examples to make long ddles and family vacations meaningful waysLt
God Bless His People You just need tRemember God’s Word to your family and in that way to...

T Recognize God'’s blessing and His cursevv.26-28)

Long before Face Book, God had some lessons fofdtiily literally, “to your face.” And one of
them was introduced here like two sides to the seone, or two messages from two mountains. The
verse after our text say8/Vhen the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are erihg to
possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim thkesBings, and on Mount Ebal the curses.”
(Deuteronomy 11:29 NIV) That would be like riding along in the car andiing the children take turns. One
points out a blessing of God'’s creation and themdm example of God’s curse because of sin.

Right “to your face” are constant reminders tophg&Recognize God’s blessing and His curse.
But let's be honest. We Americans want to be pasiexcept about other people’s evil. We tend to
ignore God’scurse on sin, but take credit for our prosperity or hieat family or whatever.Blessings
even in church can be a problem. God has blessedomgregation with new life in Christ. But dowo
catch yourself giving people the credit — “The past” this, or, “The congregation...” that — ratheath
glorifying God? Or maybe you pride yourself infggi‘realistic” and “practical,” without realizingolw
your critical attitude discourages your fellow Ghians. Don’t we all need to heed Paul’'s warnmg¢he
Corinthians?“So, if you think you are standing firm, be carefuhat you don’t fall'” (1 Corinthians 10:12)
Focus on Christ who bore Godiarse on the cross and enjoy Hi¢essingof sin-forgiving grace.

Let God Bless His Peopldy paying careful attention to His warning throudbses: “See, | am
setting before you today a blessing and a curséne- blessing if you obey the commands of therRD
your God that | am giving you today; the curse by disobey the commands of thekbD your God and
turn from the way that | command you today by foling other gods, which you have not knownBy
translating‘obey,” the NIV hides the real call tdose and careful listening. If we don’t hear what God
says, we water down the Law and miss the factithairses and condemns us all. But keep listening
carefully because in the Gospel God forgives usadlliour sins, for all time. This Good News giues
power to live God’s way and enjoy Hidessingon our lives and complete relief from thigrse of sin.

One little boy growing up on God’s goodness wasrbgard saying he would go over a friend’'s
and “be naughty.” He neededRecognize God’s blessing and His curseNhen his father asked, “Did
you say you were going over to your friend’s tortaighty?” the little boy could only squirm, “Yes.”
Instead of scolding him, the father said sadly, ¥ right ahead...and then you can go to helBut;
Dad!” the boy cried. “Son, your mother and | aeadhing you what God’'s Word says, but we can’t
watch you all the time. If you choose to follonettevil instead, you will go to hell. You don't mta
that, do you?” “No,” the little guy said sheepishl‘Neither do | and neither does Jesus. Thatiy We
died for you. Now thank God for His forgivenessl dine like you mean it.”

Dear family of God, there’s a time to pull the dezlf even if it hurts the cow. Always listen
attentively. Our loving God cuts in order to heble kills to make alive in Christ forevermore. Am
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