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L ove One Another
T Testingthe spirits (vv.1-6)
T Sacrificing self (vwv.7-11)
In the name of Jesus, the full, bright projectiéitGod’s eternal love, dearly beloved believers:

The theme of this sermon is still a favorite am@tyistians, and for good reason. Didn’t our
Lord Jesus speak warm and wonderful words aboetjlast before He died for us@reater love has no
one than this, that he lay down his life for hisiénds.(John 15:13 NIV) And who can forget?By this all
men will know that you are my disciples, if you Bwone another.”(John 13:35 NIV) Christian love caught
the attention of a Roman soldier who had helpeovtftundreds of Christians to the lions and gladgato
As the ancient story goes, he finally shook hisdhisawonder at the way the dying Christians camad f
each other. He said, “See how they loved!” Andl jost each other. Christians loved their sickgag
neighbors thrown out into the streets by fearfldtrees during plagues that swept across the DaylsA
Christians called “hospitalers” would gather thingiinto their homes and nurse them back to health
Such love won many hearts for Christ. Christiarelbegan what we call “hospitals” today.

But Christ's command th ove One Another is not about the fantasies of Hollywood “soaps”
where famous actors claim to be “in love” only tedk up for some other “honey” in a hotly contested
divorce. Jesus’ heart was aching on His way tonémt on the cross when He showed His love by
washing His disciples’ feet. Persecuted Christimase dying and plagues were ravaging their neighbo
when Christ’s love shown in their lives of servicEhe darker the night, the brighter shines GooN lin
Christ. Sweet, but tough, this love, yet how mdekper and richer it is when weve One Another ...

T Testingthe spirits (vv.1-6)

“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but teke spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out intovileeld.” Since it’s talking aboutalse prophets”or
more literally,“lying preachers,” why doesn’t God just tell us to “test the preasterSome churches do
that before they “hire” a new preacher. They haveommittee listen to recordings and then let the
candidate preach some practice sermons to seeavhetthpicks will be needed to keep their eyesiope
But pay attention;Dear friends.” The Lord’s Apostle of Love warns us:Test the spirits” of the
prophets. Test the pre-suppositions behind theimlbgy. For instance, if a preacher believes ‘lagth
must be reasonable,” then whatever he cannot uaderdy human reason, he will not believe. The
famous Swiss reformer Ulrich Zwingli said that, ihefused to accept the Real Presence in Chrisig H
Supper. After all, how can reason ever gra§phis is my body. This is my bloo@

So“test the spirits”is the Lord’s command. But how? What's the yaot$t If you left it up to
us preachers, sinners one and all, a kind of “fisla@’s yardstick” would be the first choice. llIsti
remember the first time | held one in a store. dkpDad! You could catch a fish a few inches |amgl
call it a foot!” Wouldn't you like that kind of nasure if you owned a gas station? Dispense a few
ounces and call it a gallon. Preach your own apisiand call it “God’s word”? Think of the profits
Think of the false prophets who do the sarh@ve One Another by Testing the spirits.

They were popping up all over in the ancient woddd we have even more today. The “higher
knowledge” of the ancient Gnostics has been regldne secular humanism. But it's all the same
“fisherman’s yardstick” to try to measure the imenwisdom of God by the tiny mind of man. Can't
understand how a virgin could give birth to Godtereal Son? Most seminaries and preachers today
deny the virgin birth and explain, if anyone datesask, that an itinerant Roman soldier got to Mary
They're serious — and so, so lost. For then tleyemo Savior and no saving relationship with God.



Then they're failing the test as God’s Son saysugh His Apostle John!This is how you can
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that actwledges,’literally, says the same thinfthat Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but evespirit that does nofsay the same thing pdesus is
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichristyhich you have heard is coming and even now is
already in the world.” “The spirit of the antichrist” was the basic belief that condemned Jesus to be
crucified because the Jewish religious leaders evowlt accept Him as God’'s own Son, the promised
Messiah. Later when the Roman government waslyimait of the way, the person tthe antichrist”
came along to call himself the “Vicar” or “Subst#uof Christ,” the head of Christ’'s church on earth
One pastor was nervous about saying this to a foReean Catholic. But as they studied the Bible
passagesSee also 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12he student asked the pastor, “Is this talkingualthe papacy”?
But lest we all become Lutheran Pharisees, we t@eedcognize théspirit of the antichrist” in us. It
wants to question God’s will for our lives and mutr love life or job or sports in first pladestead of
Christ Here in this sinful heart of mine, | need tokstree Lord’s forgiveness in repentant faith.

Can you see this beyond “tough love"You, dear children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is greater thha one who is in the world. They are from the
world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of therld, and the world listens to them. We are from
God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but wlewas not from God does not listen to us. This is
how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spiat falsehood.” The only true preacher’s yardstick on
real truth against thespirit of falsehoodis this: Do they listen to Christ and His apostie not? Peter
says, “Baptism doth also now save us.l1 Peter 3:21 KJV) One woman told me that was hard to
understand. Yet it says what it saylsesting the spirits means, do you believe Christ enough in to Be...

T Sacrificing self (vv.7-11)

What would make a dying Christian care more féellow Christian bleeding next to him on the
sands of Roman theater? What is missing from @mis who applaud pastors and fellow parishioners
sacrificing time and sweat for Jesus, but rardtyalihand themselves? The holy Apostle explaliear
children, let us not love with words or tongue bwith actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:18 NIV) “Words
are cheap” and “actions do speak louder than worlisd no love speaks louder th&acrificing self.

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love ro@s from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not lovesdoot know God, because God is loveSbme
people are only kind to their friends. They onilyeggifts to people who will pay them back with iét.g
But Jesus is God’s great Gift of the opposite. réh@as no waiting in heaven for us to get our act
together and start caring for God and each otl@ar selfish hearts never could. So from eternipdG
planned the greatest rescue mission ever. And Whienime came;this is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the ldahat we might live through him.” And did Jesus
only die for a few who would love God in return?0,NHe died for all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for him who died fdrtem and was raised again(2 Corinthians 5:15 NIV)
God's self-sacrificing love in Christ empowers ad.bve One Another by Sacrificing self.

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that hevied us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.”The stinking garbage dump of our sins has beenredugy the body and blood of
God’s own Son, the onl8acrifice that could ever remove such a mountain of guila tfy this at home.
Fill a box with rocks, one for every bad thoughtumkind word. Add another rock for each selfish
attitude that keeps you from reaching out to soraesho irritates or infuriates you. For me, lessntla
day. For you, how long before the box of rocksos big to carry? Christ stumbled under our guilt
which God piled on His cross. But when Christ'edad dripped into the sands of Golgotha, the boslder
of our guilt dissolved in the love of God. He ladtlthat box of rocks into the depths of the seanty
be seen again. Now think of your worst hurt, ymost difficult coworker. That's you in God’s eyes
before, but now in Christ we’re reconciled to Go@ear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another.”Live like Jesus:‘Love each other as | have loved youJohn 15:12 NIV) Amen.
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