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Follow the Faith of Father Abraham

& Full faith and credit (vv.1-5)
4 Gracious promise guarantee (vv.13-17)

In the name of Jesus, the promised Seed of Abratiean,children of the promise:

Did you ever hear of someone paying off his megtg then continuing to make payments for the
rest of his life anyway? What about someone kngwia was named as First Beneficiary, changing his
identity to avoid ever being located as the solie teean huge fortune? Or what about this sceffario
Someone finds the winning lottery ticket, hearsnhenbers repeated many times in the news, but burns
the ticket and never tells anyone. Ridiculouslthake, right? But that, my dear brothers antegsssin
Christ, is the absolute insanity of our self-righis, work-righteous sinful nature and the “Do-ityzelf
spirituality” so popular in the world today. Anthis is why we need the Holy Spirit's wise and
empowering counsel teollow the Faith of Father Abraham, first of all, for...

& Full faith and credit (vv.1-5)

You might think that only a Jewish person like Peauld consider Abraham his ancestor. But
even biologically, Abraham was the father of maations besides the Hebrews. More importantly, Paul
has already informed us earlier in this letternti® Roman Christians*A man is not a Jew if he is only
one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outwarch@ physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one
inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of thedart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Suah
man’s praise is not from men, but from God(Romans 2:28f NIV) This concept was as old as God’s Law
through Moses who said in one of his final sermofihe LoRD your God will circumcise your hearts
and the hearts of your descendants, so that you noay him with all your heart and with all your sdu
and live.” (Deuteronomy 30:6 NIV) God’s promise of salvation was aimed all alon@gatl’s chosen nation
of Israel to shine as a beacon to the rest of thrddw We need this praise from God.

A full faith and credit clause backs the currency and monetary systemeskthinited States of
America. Used to be we could only talk about sledls of wealth in the abstract from stories toldoloy
grandparents about the Great Depression. But #wvérs is not as bad as then, God is still giving
some up close, and personal lessons in the wayes & decisions can wipe out so much wealth ghsu
a short time. The Lord’s counsel through Paul tung Pastor Timothy clarifies this wisdom:
“Command those who are rich in this present worldtto be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in Godho richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich ood deeds, and to be generous and willing to
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for ¢imselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, s
that they may take hold of the life that is trulifd.” (1 Timothy 6:17-19 NIV)

Father Abraham by any measure was tftilsh in good deeds,”the way he helped his neighbors
and protected his relatives. In a civic sense Afna was the fine upstanding citizen we need in our
neighborhoods and government and schools. Hunspagking, he had bragging rightisut not before
God.” That's the part that throws us off our high hor3éne Scriptures clearly safAbraham, believed
God, and it was credited to his account as rightenass.”(NETNT) If you've ever held a job and looked
forward to pay day, you know very well it's not ydooss just being nice. That check is signed eseal
and delivered because he owes you. Your waggwarected by law. But wages are not what God owes
us for our breaking His Lawfor the wages of sin is death....[Romans 6:23 NIV)

Abraham’s God, the one, true and onlyrRD God, is free to do whatever He wants, even as He
says here’[He] justifies [acquits] the ungodly.” That's a strong term equivalent to an unbelievethe



wrong side of God. From God who is holy, righteans true, we deserve nothing but damnation for our
impatience, irreverence and lies. Every time wguay we're just lying that someone else is worsa th
we are. Yet God writes something far better thawottary ticket in His Gospel dfull faith and credit
forgiveness. He signed it with His own innocerddal. By a gracious gift He credits your account in
heaven as one who does not work, but trusts Gothéoinheritance of everlasting life.

This may all seem so academic until you hearesaor experience some of those “unfair” things
in life. You played by the rules, paid your dudg] your best and still lost your job. Is God lein
“unfair’? What about the son of that WELS pastd¢rowvas riding in a car with fellow college studénts
He was the only one wearing a seatbelt. They allked away from the crash. Today, he is a
qguadriplegic in a wheelchair bed controlled by@y“stick” at his fingertips. Is that what you cdHir?

In the early 2000’s one Minnesota family lost theons in an auto accident. Another family lost
all three daughters driving to their brother's wieddrehearsal. Both accidents were caused by drunk
drivers. How was it that instead of talking ab&aitness, both families used the opportunity toiggra
God for hope in the resurrection of Jesus Chridte mother of three daughters sang at their funeral

In real life God teaches us that “fair” would psimius for our sins. But grace, God’s undeserved
love, punished our sins on Jesus who volunteer¢ak® our place under the wrath of Gd@The wages
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternaldithrough Jesus Christ our Lord.{Romans 6:23 NIV)Full
faith and credit will Follow the Faith of Father Abraham. Sunshine or shadow, we have God’s...

4 Gracious promise guarantee (vw.13-17)

Remember back in the 1970’s how we were goingtiuce our dependence on foreign oil? Out
West they were extremely upset that the Federaémonent threatened to withhold highway dollars for
any state that did not lower the speed limit tar§dh. Try it sometime in Nevada, Wyoming or Montana
Try no more than 55 all the way to the Canadiardé&or You’'ll see why Montana came up with a plan.
The way | heard the story, it cost $40 to procegsurking ticket, but Montana set the top ticketat
Sometime before then end of the year they stamiithg people over to issue $5 speeding ticketshew
they got their quota, they got their US highway eynAnd every body went on their merry way.

It won't work on God’s highway. In life’s wildeess where God makes the desert bloom with
grace and blessings in Jesus Christ our Saviomprighet Isaiah foretold A highway will be there; it
will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean wilot journey on it; it will be for those who walkn
that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it(isaiah 35:8 NIV) In Revelation, the Holy Spirit inspired
John to carry the thought to its devastating caiclu “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practitegic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their plac
will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. Thiss the second death(Revelation 21:8 NIV)

Too fast, too slow, anything but right — how cauypay God’s fine with your eternal soul? No
law, no violation. Impose the law, and punishmmuist follow. “For the Law brings God’s anger on
us; but where there is no Law, there is no breakiofithe Law.” (NETNT) If the fine is paid, you're free
to go. Follow the Faith of Father Abraham, and your fine is paid by the blood of God’s owonS

Imagine Jesus beside you with the trophy scdlidrstdis hands and feet where they nailed Him
to the cross, in His side from the soldier's speéou’re trying to stay on the road, but the wawek are
fading fast. Isn’tit time to pull over? As thkwrch sign up the road said, “If Jesus is your ibokrade
places.” Jesus won for us the free gift of Godacg to live and love and cry, even die in the sureé
certain hope of everlasting life. We have Go@sacious Promise Guarantee because the blood of
Jesus Christ paid the price to wash our sins awHye Father’s love has thrown heaven’s gates wide
open. The God of the Bibfenakes the dead live and...calls into being that whidoes not exist.”Like
baby Isaac who brought laughter to aged AbrahamSandh. Like Jesus Christ who makes our hearts
sing. The Creator who saitlet there be light,” calls into existence our good works to tell ouigheors
this inheritance is big enough for them too. Cihehticket every day. Trust in Jesus all the wAwmen.
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