S#1233
Genesis 22:1-18 CW 340
March 1, 2009 —Si SUNDAY IN LENT Pastor Mark A. Cordes

God Builds Our Faith by Testing

& Heprobesdeep. (w.1-5)
4 Heblesseswide and long. (vv.9-18)

In the name of Jesus, the Lamb provided by God, deklren of the heavenly Father,

Doesn't it seem that what we fear most comesngp dn God’s agenda? One of my greatest fears
in youth was talking to strangers about my faifthat was dead even with public speaking. And the o
thing | was sure | never wanted to be was a padttmw can God take our deepest fears and turn them
into our greatest joys? We are commanded to put‘lope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment.{1 Timothy 6:17 NIV) But why so much pain to get there?

It has everything to do with how we are designéebr instance, if you came here from Great
Britain, you could not drive because cars can’'inswr fly. And if you drive British-style on thefteside
of the road, your face and your windshield will payou can't fight the design of roads or cars.u¥and
| were designed to worship God. God knows it'stdesn the wrong side of the road without Him. 80 i
order to bless ug;od Builds Our Faith by Testing. Painful as itis...

& Heprobesdeep. (vw.1-5)

For just a few minutes put yourself in Abrahamasdals and tell me what would be your greatest
fear? The promise came when you were seventy-Biethe time the &rD delivered, twenty-five years
have passed. You know the miracle. Abraham ladigimel so did his wife Sarah when they heard what
God had in mind. But just as God promised, Isaas faorn to a 100-year-old father and a 90-year-old
barren woman. Now who was laughing? Abraham aar@lt They named hisaac, which means,
“laughter.” And who would not laugh with them aick a miraculous gift of God?

So what would Abraham fear more than the lossiefdtly son? | cannot imagine the shock of
God coming to test Abraham with a command like:tHifake your son, your only son, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifid@m there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains | will tell you about.” To get a little feel for burnt offerings we woutéed the ushers to set
our full collection plates on the altar and lighem on fire. Would that be a shock? But humanifsae
of your only son? Who of us would not throw up dands and say, “God, that’s just too much. Didn'’t
you promise me a son? And didn’t you say my Sawulme covenant Offspring, would come from my
son? How can you command this in the same breaybwasay;whom you love™

Perhaps no where else in Scripture do we sed whese Godorobes sodeep. This tells us it is
not an accident when God puts us in situations &er might lose someone or something we love more
than anything else in the world. One mother reduser pastor’s advice to pray, “Thy will be donggf
her sick son. She wanted him healed. Years $iersaw him hung on the gallows for murder. Stk ha
no use for God’s Word through Isaiah thie righteous are taken away to be spared fromlévilsaiah
57:1 NIV) But how could Abraham see anything but evil ia borRD's command?

Just look through the eyes of faith. See whatltes. Early the next morning Abraham got up
and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of lEervants and his son Isaac. When he had cut
enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out ftie place God had told him about. On the third day
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distandde wasted no time getting started and left no
chance for Sarah to ask the gory details. It helggay in the Lord’s time of testing: “Help meyrd, to
learn my lessons well and get as much mileagecas from the pain.” Abraham had about fifty mites
cover and three days for Satan to pound him witdryelogical reason to turn back and forget Godt Ye



he pressed on and made sure no one will be alongstonderstandHe said to his servants, Stay here
with the donkey while | and the boy go over theY&e will worship and then we will come back to you.”

What did God find when He probelgep in Abraham’s heart? The Holy Spirit actually expsa
in the great Faith Chapter, Hebrews 11Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead,dan
figuratively speaking he did receive Isaac backrnaleath.” God’s Name, His reputation as the true and
faithful One, the Savior-Gog.orp, Jehovahyested on Isaac as the heir of the promise. TresGwvould
have to come from Isaac’s line for God to be tmeé faithful. Deep in Abraham’s soul he was confitde
that the God who miraculously created His son coailse his ashes so that together they could wak b
down that mountain. It's what Abraham told his saWhen Isaac asketThe fire and wood are here,
but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abteam answered, “God himself will provide the lamb
for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of tme went on together.

% Heblesseswide and long. (vv.9-18)

To really appreciate this you also need to knoat thaac was not a little boy as artists sometimes
picture him. The context clearly shows he wasast a teenager if not a young man who could easily
have walked away from his elderly father. But afhg you see how Gdolesses wide and long because
the faith of Abraham has nestled in the heart sfdoin. Isaac did not put up a fight. He let hibér tie
him and put him on the altar piled high with wodde watched his father raise the knife without advo
or a whimper. And he heard the voice of tleRb that brought the test to a successful end.

The angel of the brD called out..from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here | am,” he
replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he saidDb not do anything to him. Now | know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from me your,sgsur only son.”That’s all God wanted to know.
Do you fear me more than you love your son? Gadljsalous God who deserves the best of our love
and respect. He wants so much to bless us. Bssipolg is impossible if anything else has our heart

Then God provide@ ram caught by its hornsn a thicket for Abraham to sacrificGs a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called thatace The lorD Will Provide. And to this day it is
said, “On the mountain of the brD it will be provided.” Solomon built the brRD's temple on Mount
Moriah in Jerusalem. Centuries of burnt offerimgsuld rise to heaven foreshadowing the total saerif
of God’s own Son in place of all of us idolatersordonstantly love things and people more than God.

God was willing to pay the death of His only Sontis. Theangel of the IORD, the pre-incarnate
Christ Himself,called to Abraham from heaven a second time anddsél swear by myself, declares
the LORD, that because you have done this and have not et your son, your only son, | will surely
bless you and make your descendants as numeroughasstars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possessiothefcities of their enemies, and ....'Literally, “In
your Seed all the nations of the earth will be $belson account of whom you have listened in myezbic
Listening to God’s Word created and strengthenechiddm’s faith to believe and obey God’s Word.

Thanks to Jesus, the Offspring of Abraham, Godsduos test us like bending a pencil until it
breaks. God Builds Our Faith by Testing. Job could say with confidencéWhen he has tested me, |
will come forth as gold.”(23:10) He probes deep, heating our faith like gold in a crucible for iomgies
to float to the top. He skims off the dross of biband fear. Peter explainetiThese [trials] have come
so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, whicperishes even though refined by fire—may be
proved genuine and may result in praise, glory amdnor when Jesus Christ is revealedd Peter 1:7)

Godblesses wide and long with a Savior testified all over the Old Testamalso in Abraham’s
son of the promise. How can we miss that jushaswood was placed on Isaac to carry to the place o
sacrifice and there be laid upon it, so the woattess was laid on Jesus to carry to Golgotha asre the
nailed upon it. God the Father did not stop tretrifice of His one and only Son but gave Him upus
all. And nothing else will He withhold from us,pegially not stronger faithGod Builds Our Faith by
Testing. Amen.
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